N DO DERATVS: 
The moſt delectable & famous 


Hiſtorie of the BLACKE Knight: 


He famous Citie of Florence beſieged by the warlicke Gothes, 


the fay re Ft AM 1N A his louing ſpouſe, and their young ſonne Me 
DERATVYS eſcape the hands of the cruel fouldiers : their aduentures in 


the wilderneſle of Apenninss : and Duke Ds VAS CO his courteous! | 
entertaiament ynto them in Albigena. Chap. © Th 


Fter that the blood ⸗ſucking ſurdes of the warlicke d 


citie 
of Flozence, the very flower and beautie ot all Pe- 


uenge) finilhed their long ſiege tothe mightie 


Gouernoz therof, accompanied with his ſoxrowful 


wite 215 and his young ſonne Moderatus, pꝛeſſed in deſpite ot 


the mercilelle foes vnto the fieldes thereunto adiacent, And albeit che 
beautifull Phoebus had (foz very pitie) hidden his bꝛight and ſhining 
countenance, vader the darke vaple of Dame Nox her clowdie man⸗ 
tell, pet the ſcoꝛtching flames of fpzed buildings, like abzight and 
Sunnie day, ſo directed their courſe thzough that ruinous and valte- 


full carkas (ſometimes) of a well-foxtifted Citie, that it aſſured them 
moze daunger to their perlaus, in diſcouering their pꝛeſent eſcapes, 
then the beneftte thereof being effected, could pzomiſe them comfoꝛt. 


Perduratus, his diſtreſſed and louing ſpouſe Flaminia and innocent 


Nloderatus, by the time Auro ra was readie to welcome her beſt belo⸗ | [2 
ued Titan, hewing fo2th her bluſhing countenance with a kinde ol mo⸗ & ll I 


deſt ametalinell ſo tobe Oey hauing tha the daunger of | 


F * , 
= 


1 | 
and ranſacked: PBR DSA A Ts the noble Gouernour thereof Wix | 


| and victozious Gothes , had (with wꝛeckkull re⸗ 


trurta: the valiant Perduratus, then Low and 


their | 
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Tae ſtrange Adventures 
their woarhfull enextes,ſoprowfully parting with their careful coun⸗ 
trep ; yet rather reloyciug ſo to be ſozrowfull,(hauing auopded ſo im⸗ 
minent a peiudite) then to become S$laues and Uaſſalles to thoſe 


cruell and $arbarous people, And when they had thus paſt the bounds 
ot Hetturia, they traveled with greater eaſe and leſle care, yet very 


ö 


4 
1 


. þenſine to be exempt of ſuch cares, and ſo to be eaſed, as counting 


CT 
1.8 


them happie that had valiantly (olve their liues in defence of their 
caunttep and common wealth, who bzeathing their lad, (hauing their 


Apeares point in their enempes boſome) lined honourably, and dyed 


valiantip: whole liues were as full of vertues as their deaches were 


/ - 'of valure. Afflicted thus with treble griefes, that he liued after fo 


L* 


— 


many woꝛthie and reſolute inen, he wandered certaine dayes in the 
deſertes of Liguria, pet nothing diſimayde with chele londe Alarums 
of cruell Foꝛtune, ſetting her at deſiance wich Byas, as knowing her 
mutable weakeneſſe to be vnable to robbe him of his patience, which 
was a ſtrong towꝛe againſt her bitter frownes. Foz euen as a dwarffe 
ſtanding vpon the battlemeats of the higheſt Towꝛe, is but of a mall 
Nacure : and a Gyant in the depth of a dungron, is of a huge bignelle: 
So a wiſe man, in what chaunge ſoeuer of Fortune, is euer the ſame. 
This not great y waying his owne miſto tunes, being ſo well expe⸗ 
rienced in wozldly acctzents, chat he knewe the higheſt type of dig⸗ 


nitie (ſometimes) to be the firſt ſteppe to a perduring milerie: but 
neuertheles marueilous ſozcowfull and heaule, for his faithfull ſpoule 
and louing infant, who vaacgitainted with ſuch hard travels, and not 
Þ animated by nature as he, to luſtaine the weltring waues ol ſuch 
deſperate accidentes, were nowe become very weake and feeble, 
greatly diſtreſſed fo2 want of reliefe : and their difrefſe pzocuring his 


/ bumeaſurable woe, his woe their deſpaire,their deſpaire his pꝛouident 


71 


v( 


| 
— 


care to pꝛouide ta their ſaletie, ſuppoſing it a greater pollicie to dil⸗ 


ſemble his owne griefe, thereby to mollific the extremitie ok their 
violent „then by any further relation of his myſeries, to ag⸗ 


grauate the ſame; Therefoze as the ſhell⸗kiſh Echinus, perceiuing a 


tempeſt at hand, doeth balliſt and loade him ſelfe with the landes, ta 

auopde the daunger of the ſtoꝛme: ſo he purpoſed not onely to arme 

hin: ſelte with patience, to abide the bꝛunt ok this ſhowze : but alſo 

with the pzecepts of philolophte to exhozt them to the ſame: 8 
| alwe 
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aſwell with his eloquence,to winne them from deſperatis {hereby | 
to lighten the burthen of their miſerable calamities) as tarũ dich his | 
muincible and trong arme, he had laued them from defleuvign, 
maugre the w2athfull and bloody foes, «| 
The mount Ayenniuns (which nowe they had reconered) being 
thus killed with the Ecchoes of their dolozous complaints, metaphili⸗ 
cally as it ſeemed, (mooued thereunts with a kinde of pitie) repeated 
againe their ſoꝛrowes in luch wile, chat the ſound thereof redoubling 
in the aire, could haue reſolued a tirant his ſony byealt to compaſſion, 
and a heart made of flint, vnts teares. Theſe mirrours of patient and 
confident mindes, though olk · caſtes ol Foꝛt une, hauing wo ꝛne out ma⸗ 


ny dapes w2apped in chis intricate laberinth, wiſhing rather fox death ll! 


to determine their hard deſtintes, then foz any longer time to lie to 
increaſe their infoztunate mileries, Janus double faced daughter nos 
cloped with their calamities, began to flatter them a little, turning 


ber late krowues vnto ſiniles, her ſtoꝛimes vnto calines, clearing her ̃ 


clowdp countenance with a freſh pꝛeparatiue of ſome better ſucceſſe x 
coutring che furrowes ol her angrie kozhead, with a (mooth pꝛomiſe 
of ſome pꝛeſent relief, Foz thus it fel out: the noble Florentine, ſceing 
no other rekuge left, armed himſelf with the bet weapons he had, any 
leauing his wife * child ac a point to familh fo2 hunger in a very pleas 
{anc groue in the wildernes of Apenninus neere the Thuſcan lea, he 
poſted vp & downe the FozrefT to ſeeke ſome vittailes, to relent and 


allwage the greedie deſire of their periſhing and hungrie tawes 2 any. | 4 


in the end wearyed with trauell, and milling of his purpoſe, calling ta 
memoꝛzie the multitude of his milfoztunes, he began with dole ful 


complaintes to bꝛeathe into the aire, the ſumme ot all bis mileries. 


Not karre hence, the great Citie Albigena ood in the verie nooke 
bet weene the Thulcan lea and this Foꝛreſt, wherein the noble Duke 
Deuaſcoſ who was ꝛiuce and Gouernoz quer this country of Ligu⸗-⸗ 
ria) ſeated his Pyincely habitation, a man very vertuous and endued | 
with great welth, being no leſſe a Creſlus then a Numa, ho at this 
time together with certen of his nobles were a hunting in this kozeſt, 
where the afflicted Perduratus lay thus wꝛapped in his immodergte 


paiſions:and this noble Duke being now in hot purſuit of his game; ES 71 | 


lingled from all his tratne,hearing a very pitiſull noiſe, dꝛew nere the 


place, where this perplexed A pTITa began to renewhis fozmer [ 


. _ coinpiaints 


of the blacke Knight. | 1 


. ſtrange Aduentures 
tompleuxs, in this manner. 

etched and vnkoztunate Perduratus, the verie Mappe of all 
rie, and a perkect mir rour of Fozcunes mercileſſe mutabilitie: 
pe dying ſhape of life, and the lining ſhavowe of death. Oh cruell Si⸗ 
ders, why doe you ſpare him like, wha in poſſeſſing the lame, endures 
denne times moze to2ment then death it ſelfe : and in being depziued 
thereof, ſhould entoy life: if it may be called a life, to be rid of a mul- 
titude of miſerable calamities, and ener-mcreaſing tozments + Dh 
_. / waſtefull and deſfreyed F orence (lometimes my deare countrep) 
77 which, with thele eyes in a ſmall moment ok time, J haue ſcene both 
a gallancly flonſhing,and alſo deſperately perthing : lament the loſſe of 
thy faithfull Low, and repeate, D pe wꝛacked walles thereof to our 
polkerittes, the valiant and conſtant reſolution of thy late happie, but 
nowe molt miſerable Gouernour: who, had he not reſpected with 
tender care, the loſſe of his louing ſpouſe and deere childe, would ra⸗ 
ther with his deer eſt blood haue kept Obiit to the happte ghoſtes of 
B his ſlaughtered frindes, then by auoyding the daunger ok death, pꝛo⸗ 
long his owne Martyꝛdome. Ah, but while J bewaple thus mp hard 
Foztunes, mp diſtreſled charge expecting my reliefe, are lo pinched 
with penurte, that there is {cant any hope left of their recouerie: 
wherefoze, it ts high time J make great haſte, to lend them ſome 
4 ſuccour : and therewithall haltening bis vncertaine and wandzing 
lteppes to ſecke ſome aduentures, he was intercepted of the tenownes 
* Duke of Albigena, who all this while (vnknowen vnto him) gaue ve⸗ 
FR attentiue eare to all his dolozous complaintes, whoſe heart being 
+ ® melted with pitie, fo2 pure compalſton of their miſerics, dzew neerer 
{ .._ the afflicted Florentine, and with very kinde and gentle ſpeaches, mi⸗ 
niſtred a comfoztable confection to his queaſie anv halfe ſpent ſta⸗ 
7 macke, pꝛomiſing re liefe to repayze his wꝛacke, and enquiring fot his 

( wife and childe whereby to lend 2 1 e luccour allo, 
| Perplexed Perduratus ſtarti . ſudden ſpeeches, 
like a man awaking from a feare a d2ea rceluing his com⸗ 
bl plaintes to be ouer⸗heard, and his miſerie vnderſtoode, haning well 
| noted the comfoztable and tender ſpeeches of Devalco, greatly ap- 
miring the rare curteſte of the noble Duke, his heroicall heart (wel- 
. with inflamed grigfe, ſent vp ſuch guſtes of vnquenchable heate, 


| that 


'of theblacke Knight. 


that it dyed his checkes with faire vermilion, tremblit iche the 
fearefull Doe, alter long purſinte hauing eſcaped the ſnatchin jawes 
ot the pealping houndes: pet perceiuing him ſelle to be now frereram 
daunger, and in good hope of reliefe, he plucked vp his halfe png 
heart, being lately entertained with newe recouered hope: and ther 
with humbie and lowe reuerence he returned him this lalutation. 

© woꝛthy and renowmed Uiceroy, the very lanthozne ol true and 
perfect nobilitie, fox that the Title of Honour is alwapes vnderpꝛop⸗ 


ped with compaſſion and bountie t is it pollible that any humane crea» - : 
ture is permitted to knowe and relteue my aduerlitie : 0x am Ain a 


dꝛeame, ſuppoſing with my kriuolous wiſhes the hadowe ts be a ſab» 
ſtance : can any hope be left to a man lo info2tunate*; o2 hall J periſh, 
notwithſtanding this comfozt : O pe heauens that earlt did repine at. 


my pꝛolperitie, and with pour frowning reuenge haue bzought me to 


this lowe Ebbe, haue you at laſt (wearped with my reſtleſſe miſhaps) 


pitied my martyzdome, and vouchſafed to ſend ſome intermiſſion to 


my griefes ? oz els minded to aggrauate my paine, haue mtruded 
this fallible illuſion to my light, to feede me with a little vaine hope: 


but nenertheleſſe howſoeuer J be veluded by the iniurious deſtinies, 
vouchlafe (D noble Knight) ta let me know, to whome J chall offer 
and attribute the honour ok do rare and wozthre a curteſie, whoſe ber ⸗ 


tuous minde is replenilhed with ſo great a commiſeration ol my 


wꝛetched eſtate: and alſo leaſt in not knowing thee, Jſhould omit 


lome of the duetie that belonged to thy perſon : and ik my-ignozance - 


alreadie hath pꝛocured a defect, J am in good hope my ſubmiſſion ſhal 


merite a pardon, And to ſatiſfte your deſire of beholding that lamen⸗ 


table ſpectacle, and perfect mappe of all calamitie, (A meane mp 
wile and childe, J will no longer pꝛolong pour ꝑlealure therein, no2 
deferre the good oppoztunitie offered to ſuccour thoſe periſhing inno⸗ 


- 


cents, in whole health and ſafetie doeth conſiſt my welfare, 


Deuaſco made it nogtop to tell him who he was, and to aſſure 


him of his fitendly comtfozt : whereupon Perduratus lifting bp his 
handes and eyes to the heauens, deucticiy thanked the gods, that had 


lo happily bzought him vnto this plate, to be releeued by ſo gentle and ; Will! | 
kinde a Friend, whoſe vertucus and beuntilull diſpefition, was not | 1 


obſcure in anp one comer of all "Ml Thus his Dzilons being en⸗ 
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TW The ſtrange Aduentures 
did, and umble thankes returned to the noble Duke, he haſfened to 


linde hi-wile and childe againe, and being followed of the noble De- 


uaſc/ l the end he came to the graue where he had left them, by the 
ſaid ol Flamineas vopce, who, to comfozc her childe, at a point to fa 
uh to2 want of kood, in ſtead of toothſome meate, ſhe dandled bim on 
het knee, and to lull him aſleepe,the warbled out this mourulull enſue 
ing dittie: 
Hat Fortune fo fell doeth fofter my fall, 
what heapes of griefe doe grow: 
The hope of my Ray, is cauſer I ſay, 
| to aggrauate my WOE, 
Sing lullabic, lullie, lullabie, 
ſing lulla, lull, lullie. 


Lullabie, lullie to reſt thee, ſweete childe, 
wich ſleepe deere childe reſt thee: 
It doubles my paine, 1 ſtill doe complaine, 
if thou be reft from me. | 
Sing lullabie, lullie, lullabie, 
© fing lulla lull lullie. 


Syth fate is fo fell, we can not poſleſle, 
the ſoyle which vs did reare: 7 
Haſte Atropos, haſte, my twiſt for to waſte, 
to ende tormenting feare, 
Sing lullabic, lullie, lullabie, 
ſing lulla, lull, lullie. 


Thy daunger, ſweete Infant, makes me to mone, 

and lming thus, to die: 

If fo it be preſt from thy dying breaſt, 

my vitall breath ſhall flie. 
Sing lullabie, lullie, lullabie, 
finglulla, lull, lullie. 

Flaminea bzeathed out this Madzigale with ſuch mournkul melo⸗ 
die, that the very dead blockes and ſenceleſſe trees could not chule but 
be moued with ruthe,the wozthie Ligurian Puinte therewith feeling 
in his bꝛeaſt palpable apparance of vnaccultomed griefe, 5 | 


\ 
83 
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be of the blacke Knight: 7 13 
rough a very tbicke groue, that detained them from the fight of that 
vitrefled Lavie : and haning taken a curious ſuruay of this Semi⸗ 
goddeſſe, he ſuppoſed her moze then humane, albeit her beautie was 
verte much impaired with her tozmenting agonie ; her little chude 
was by this lulled a-fleepe,his Amber-curled lockes partly hiding his 
beautifull vilage ſo ſhined (when as Phoebus delighted with his liue⸗ 
lie beautie cole a looke thereof, thꝛough the greene boughes of that 
pleaſant thicket) that it dazeled tbe eyes of the beholders with reflec» 
ting beames from this gloziaus obiect. Deuaſco alloniſhed with the 
ſhe cf their ſuperficiall beauties, remamed in luch a traunce, as if 
with Perſeus ſhield he had bene turned into a ſtone, 

And while the Duke thus confuſed in mind, beheld this rare ſpec⸗ 
tacle, and wonderfull fracageme of Foztune, (not able fo2 verie pure 
compaſſion, to refraine him ſelfe from ſhedding abundance of teares) 
Perduratus applyed him ſelfe tu acquaint Flaminea with the bountts 
full pꝛomiſe of this royal Pꝛince, to repaire the down; fall of their lips 
ding efface, the excellencie of whoſe vertuous and bountikull minde, he 
highly commended, and ſtirred her wich thankes 5 remunerate the 
ſame : who dꝛiuen to an extaſte (02 ioy of this vieryected hope, duetie 
compelling her to obey her huſbands will, e reaſon inſtructing her to 
requite liberal pzomiſes with thankful wozds: & deeds, with diligent 
endetonr to counterpeaſe the ſame with the like, though abilitie wan» 
ted to make any ather ſatiſfaction, wherefoze ſhe addꝛeſſed her (peach 
vnto bim in this mamer. | 

D wozthte Pꝛince, that on the afflicted and pooze remaine of Flo- 
rence doc vouchlale to ſhew ſuch tenver mercie and compalſion, chat 
otherwile were left deſtitute and comfogtleſſe of all relieke : though 
no one of all our ſfocke ( whole fames, thꝛough the malice of Foztune, 
is hereafter ko; euer like to be committed to the booke of oblinion, 
being nowe bzoughtfrom wealthie and rich Citizens, either ta their 
graues: 02 liuing, to be pooꝛe and baniſhed abiectes) be euer able to 
make any recompence, foz this pour incomparable kindeneſſe exten⸗ 
ded vnto vs, pet the Almightte powers (if there be any rewarde of 
pitte, and regarde of Juſtice amongelt them) will, J doubt not 
titte ſo noble aveeve, D my vertudus and botntifull Loze, 


nate are the parentes that 7 woßech ſuch a fruicfull croppe 2 1 


bappiee 


| The ſtrange Aduentures 
happie is that Clymate vnder the which ſo rare a wight hath his bes 
ing: aadcenne times mote happic the ſople gouerned and ruled by 
ſuch a mercitull and louing Punce, whole liuely fame ſhall be a mir⸗ 
rour ta dur poſterities, of wozthie exploytes and honourable vertues. 
The Duke admiring no lefle at her wiledome, then earſt he had done 
at her beautie, was very much diſquieted, when he waighed the hard 
Fo2tune of ſuch wozthie perſons, whole deſpaire to recomkozt he thus 
tatendeth, 
Infoztunate Florentines, ( if ſuch rare perſonages, being the oz; 
naments of all vertuous diſpoſition, may be called infoztunate, howe 
loeuer maligned by Foztune, and bꝛought to the higheſt flood of ſoz» 
rowe, and loweſt ebbe of top) comfo2t pour ſelues, in that you haue al⸗ 
Teadie taſled the greateſt extremitie of Foztunes malice, which will 
be a pleaſure vnto pou, to repeate amongſt pour kriendes another 
day: wheretoze, lay with Aeneas, Olim hæc meminiſſe iuuabit: fo2 
what lweeteneſſe is in pꝛoſperitie to a man that neuer bath taſted ad⸗ 
7 uerlitie, oʒ what toy can be pleaſing to him that neuer knewe any ſoz⸗ 
row? * conlider this, and ſhake off pour heauineſſe : you ſhall be har⸗ 
tily welcome to the beſt entertainment J can affoozde : ko J haue 
taſted my ſelle of ſome, though not lo great calamities, c baue learned 
by p2oofe of mine owne paine, ts commiſerate the ertremities of 
others milkoztimes. Your lacke Hall be relieued, and your want ſups 
plied 2 banifh deſpaire, and plucke vp pour heartes: fo2 now we will 
- makehalte to mecte my companie, who are lcattered with hunting 
mn this fozreſt, that we may returne to my pallace, to refreſh pour 
* - wearped trauels. Mherewich Deuaſco concluded his ſpeach, and 
| ſozrowe being baniſhed, they were topfull and glad on all handes: the 
noble Pꝛince, ko; chat ſo good an oppoztumeie was offered him to in⸗ 
tertaine ſuch wozthie (though viſtreſſe>)gueſtes,hauing the Lawes of 
| © > Þoſpicaltcie in ſo great eſtimation, that he held it to be the greatell 
point of honourable vertues, ta relieue the needie ano diſtreſſed, of 
| —*whatdexree ſoeuer: much rather choſe, who were the linely mir rozs 
-efgoble mindes. And on the other ive, the afflicted Florentines res 
rin in their cood<hay;haiting lighted vpon lo ſoueraigne a lalue to 
A pleeding @2es, And hatin? deliberated vpon the matter lo far re 
tha che were readie for that time to depart, che Dukes rn 
| | | 18 e ; | Tf #77 | auing 
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of che blacke Knight. 
hauing mille their Lozd, had ſought him verie narrowly, and nowe 
eſpying him in the company of ſtrangers, and dzawing towardes the 
euening, they offered their ſeruice, atcoꝛding vnto their duetie, vnts 
him, whereupon they all returned to Albigena,taking with them the 
diſtreſſed Florentmes: the Duke commaunding all his ſubiectes, to 
vle them wich no leſſe curteſie, then ik they had bene their owne natu⸗ 
rall countreymen: and commending in ſpeciall vato the Dutches, 
the Lodie Flaminia, and her young ſonne Moderatus : wheme the 
vertuous Veroſa, fo; ſo the Ducheſſe was called, cheriched very los 
uingly, much delighting ts toye with this pꝛettie litle wanton, hauing 
alls in good regarde the modeft and ciuill conuerſation ofthe Ladie 
Flaminia his mother, and therekoꝛe made ber Tutrix to her owne 
onely daughter, the beautifull poung Florida: and the Duke allo, 
hautug found the Counſell of Perduratus to be both graue and wile, 
repleniſbed as well with politicke and ciuill inuentton, as peremptozy 
and ſtout reſolucion, called him to be high Steward of his Pꝛouiuce 
verie ſhoztlie,-wherein he fo well behaued him ſelfe, that hee was 
greatly honoured fo2 his clemencie, feared foz his authozitie, and ge 
ner ally kauoured and loued of all, | 


The Ladie rLAMINEA delivered of a faire dan ghter, whome the Duch es 
DIY AI co chriſtened, and named VI AOS a; FrontDa; the beau- 
tifull daughter of the Duke, educated by the vertudus FLAMINEA, 
proſpereth therein, Chap. 2. 


N22 to increaſe the good happe of theſe newe reui⸗ 

ned Florentines, diſſembling Foztune enriched © 
them with a goodly daughter, which the Duchelle 

chzitened, and called after her owne name, uo 
was the flower of beautie, and the verie pzive ß 
mature, in whome lhe had ſhewed the whole excels 
leacte of her ſkill. The parents reioycing ta the Jnfant that was ſa 
| louelie and amiable, bꝛought her vp with great care and dlligence, 


omttting no trauell oz charges that might bzing her to any perfection 
of knowledge, oz initruction of vertuous liuing: in ſo much, that as che 
grewe in peeres ſo ſhe increaſed in vertue and knowledge, that the ex⸗ 
cellent bountie of her minde, was b inferrour to the rare beauty 


ot 
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of her bodie: Moderatus by this time being wellgrowen in peeres, 
inſtructed both in Philolophie, and Martiall diſcipline, ſo farre excels 
led all of his time therein, as P hoebus entring into the Crancke, and 
altending in his fierie char riot to the higheſt Sphe te, ſurpalſeth in 
bꝛighenelle the leaſt ranging Starre in the ſirmament:fo2 to recreate 
him ſelle from his booke, he beſtowed his time in cxerciſing feates of 
Armes, and wearyed therewith, returned to his Cudie againe. 

Now leaue we thele iollie Impes, thus flouriſhing vnder their pa⸗ 
rents conduct, and let vs ſee howe well the faire Florida the Dukes 
daughter, goeth kozwardes vnder the gouernement of the vertuous 
Flamima, who being nowe pal? the per res of tozrection, and theres 
foze minding ſomewhat. to followe the humour of her high and leftie 
minde, (being an inſclent Natur-aliſte) thinking with che ripeneſſe 
ok ber peeres to ſhake off a Pupils bondage, began to picke her pea⸗ 
cockes plumes, and ta feather her thoughtes with the winges of al⸗ 
piring deſire: fo2 whereas befoze (by the direction ok her vertuous tu⸗ 
trix )ſhe was coutinualiy buſied in ſome good exerciſe now being come 
to yeeres of diſcretion, it was allowed vnto her to be her owne guide, 
whole chieſeſt care was then, to learne to court it with the ſtate litſt, to 
decke and attire her bodie with the bꝛaueſt, e to aduaunce her ſelle in 
bebauiour with the pꝛoudeſt: and where Nature was halting in pers 
fection,ſhe furniſhedit with arte: and where arte was defective, ſhe 
bzaued'it with a countenance full of Patcſtte : ſo that thꝛoughout all 
the Dukes Court her becke was a command to be obepcd: her looke, 
a Lawe to be fulfilled 3 and her wozdes, an Dzacle to be obſcrued: 
pet pollitikely vſing ſuch renerence to her Parents, whoſo well liked 
and allowed ol her voings, that they conſtrued all to the beſt. And lo 
others, either not daring the contrarie, oz els by reaſon of the good 
opinion they had of the Dukes vertue, followed him in outward ſhew 
of opinion touching his daughter, in ſo much that ſhe was ſpokey cf 
thꝛoughout all the countrey, - and the conlines thereof, that the meg? 
neſt ſhepheardes in all thoſe bozders, had nothing {o rife in their 
mouthes, as the beautie of Florida, and.continually with their Pas 
ſtozall mulicke lung Roundelapes of her pzailes, 
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pes (rhe ſonne and heire 2pparavt-of Lo THvs King of! \ 


Aena) vpoh the fame and report of the furpaſsing beautie f 
the Ladie LON DA, privily conveying him {cf e 0 diſguiſed 
ſort ftõ his fathen Court, became attendant to noble Da v as cog 
The rare friendſhip betweene bim and MoDERA A TVS, and his 
avg fycceſſein'his awours with. FLox1 5X: pies.” 
& tbis time reigned in Aemulia the-mightie Lo- 
@ 5 thus, a King af high renowne, whole pniſſance was 
>" N greatly feared of all his neigbbour Pꝛinces, and 
N eſpecially of the Pzince of Liguria, the confines 
i 288 whereof,vowdering byon his kingdom ek Acmulia, 
| he had often-ſacked and ſpopled : '4 therefoze great 
enmitie and hatred remained betweene them. This Lothushad g 
lonne and heire appar ant, whole name was Pri ſcus, a man very ver- 
tuous & wiſe, who greatly abhoꝛring his fathers tixranntes, had moze 
minde to walke the plealant groues in the ſie ld, to beate the muſicall 
birdes dilplaping their (weete notes of heauenly harmanie, then to 
flatter and fawne in the Court, and lend his eares to the inchaunting 
lozceries ef poyſoned Sicophantes, the fruit pf. whoſe ſweete ſpeeches, 
is in operation mo2e bitter then gaule. And being thus deuoted, one 
day amongeſt many other temes; attired iu the habpte of a homely 
lwapne, he poſted to the plaines, there frequentod him ſelfe amongſt 
the ſhephearves of his countrey of pur pole ta delight him ſelfe with 
their rude manners, & rullicall ꝑbꝛaſe of ſpeaking, where he chaunced 
to light on a ſtrange ſbepher d, lately come krom the downes of Ligu⸗ 


who litting with the reſt ak bis companions-ynper a bzoad Beech tree, 
the hanging bonghes wheredf ſhadowed and ſhꝛowded them from the 
great heat of the Sunne, keaſted them ſelues with ſuch homely cates, 
as the ſkocke of their podze llockes affaozned them. Priſeus eſpying 
them clole at their vittailes, chought no better time to offer him lelle 
vata their lacietie, then at this pꝛeſent: whereloꝛe, he ſtept vnto them, 
and laluted them after the belt maner he could: qt heing taken loz one 
of their frateraitie, he was willep to ſic dowu amongſt che, which wil⸗ 


lingly he did, and ta cloke his determination, be countertetted homely” 


behauiours as wel 


SES | ; | 
Jane 5 


as he could F parte of their imple repaſt, 
22 


4 


ria, and now had ſeated him ſelle amongeſt theſe Countreplwaynes: 


which 
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Vpholdes a wonder tothe eye, Wh 


The ſtrange Aduentures 
which being ended, they all fel a ſinging of catches and Roundelapes, 
ſome breaching foo2th Madzigals of loue, to feele the humour of their | 
Cweete heartes, who were there alſo handſomlptucked vp in their ho« 
li-day peticoates and grey frize rugges: fo that day they vſed to ſo» 
lemnize their feaſtes, in honour of the rurall god Pan, And therefoze | 
with all reuerence they applyed them ſelues fo2 the time to their pa⸗ 
ſtimes ; and one began to ſing, and the reit followed him in oꝛder, till 
his turne came, that was lately there arriued from the Ligurian 
downes, who alſo omitted not his time: fo2, quoth he, to latiſſie pour 
erpectations, I will ſing you a ſong, made by a Courtier of Duke 
Deuaſcos trayne, in the pꝛaiſe of: the faire Florida his daughter: 
whereupon he played vpon a flute hee had, and chaunted out this 
enſuing dittie: | 

hr aſsiſt my quill, 

With Siſters three lend me the {);;ll, 
Your aydel craue, I want the ſame, 

For to deſcribe this peareleſſe Dame: 

Who is the flower of beautyes trayne, 
Which Nature made her ſelfe to ſtayne, 
Her azure veynes on forchead hie, 
Doe ſhine ſo bright as Chriſtall fkie, 
Her Amber hay res with wyers.of golde, 
Trimẽd in good order tobcholde, { 
Her eyes beneath her browes doe ſhyne, 
Which doe intrap the gazers eyne. 
Her Viſage ſhewes like Roles cleere, 


Where fedde on white ſeemes to appeare- 8 


Aer noſe fo comely ſet betweene, 


Where excellencic may well be ſcene, 

Her cherry lippes ſo ſoft and ſweete, 

Her teeth within ſo whyte and meete. 

Her dimpled chinne ſo round and bryght ji 
Might well entice a mort · ned wWyght vv. 
Her necke the piller of this Peere. 721 713% 
With ſleinne ſo whyte, and veynes ſo cleere, 
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of the blacke Knight: 
Excelling natures puritie, 
Her Armes, two branches of the vine, 


Where png els but beautie ſhine. 
Her ſhoulders bene the roote, I trowe, 


Nothing inferiour to the reſt. 

They be the hilles which doe invite, 
Gaye Venus darlings to delite, 

On eyther fide is finely dight, 

Like armored ſcales ſhining bright. 
Two rowes of Ribbes ſo euen and iuſt, 
That when one mooues, the other muſk, 
Next vnto this, t he Waſte ſo ſmall, 
Beneath her ſtately hreaſt doeth fall, 
That with a ſpanne might there be found, 
The compaſſe of her middle round. 
Beneath the hill, fayre Adons hill, 
Whereofin Ida he did ſwill. 

The pleaſure ſweete of loues deſire, 
Too rareto be a meuld of myre, 
Next vnto this the ſumme of all, 
Which as I ought, I dare not call. 

A ſeale of Virgin waxe at hand, 
Withoutimprefsion there docth ſtand * 


Betweene the which a way is ſet, 
Ofeyther fide as ſoft as done, 

The readie path to high renowne, 
Her knee fo knitting legge and thigh, 
Like Scalap-ſhellot Azure ſkie, 


Doeth dou meets dat OM A e, 
oufie. 29011 | 


Which Venus moouts to i 


# 


Thegartcting place and ſmall is iceng, 
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Whereof theſe braunches fine doe growe, 
T wo boſſes ſhine in ſiluer breaſt, 


Then thyghes ſo ſine, and ſmoothe as Iett, 
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5 And yet the chiefe is left behinde, 


\ceites,as his newe thouthtegpzelenced vntg him, ? 1018 nally medita« 


The ſtrange Adventures 
Like droppes of dewe on Roſes white, 
Her preſle ſo ſoft with foote ſo ſine, 


That where ſhe goeth ſcant graſſe do twine, 
Thus haue I framed her partes in k inde 


Which laft Ilefe,though it be leaf, 1 
Tet for memoriall tot ond, e e e | 
Her hand is it, her hand in SRI -1 
The gliſtering glaſſe of beautic bright, 55 
Her lillic handes eche looker paines, 
Embroydered with azure vey nes 
By arte ſuch workes did neuer paſſe, 
Vnleſſe her hand a ſample was. 
Her peble fingers long and ſmalIl | 
Tipte with yuorie beauties call, 
Shinfd ſo bright as Titans rayes, | | 
My penne wants {kill to paint her ptaiſe, 
The beautie of this peateleſle peece, 7 
Surpaſſeth farre the Queene af Greece. 18 | 


Whoſe countenace and Maieſtie, mY T 
Doeth rule the ſterne aboue theiſkie, , . = 
Yet curteous, modeſt with diſtaine, t 

That euerie rowling eye doeth paine. 

Her loftie thoughtes and high deſixe, 

Are neuer mou d with fancies fire. 

Who fo hath ſeene, let him ep en,, 

Who neuer her viewed, thay, well preuent. 
For hope deceiues each que that proues,, ,., 

In ſuch a ſoyle to plant their laues. 


Dus the ſhepheard ended e zh jong Pyince was 
I very much perplexed, ant W's hxcqumended : 
the repozt of whole all oh 


ee ige made agreat 
beach in his minde, being vuable ta reli. the reb alarums of 
fire-burning lone : and 


the.rebelii | 
ling feruencie of dellre, ch ſuch con⸗ 


: which 
was 
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him ſelte vnto him, as aſſurev of ſecrecie at his hanves, whole 


of the blacke Knight. 


bis Father and Deuaſco) ſeemed varo him a labour ſo endleſſe, as 
with Dedalus to fearch out the bottome of the Laberinth, oz to 
rowle the ſtone with Sifiphus: wherefoze he was ſo quatted in his 
fozmer determination, that Venus had loſt one champion, hav not 
the fierie God fo boyled his ſcnces'fn the furnace of fancte, thathee 
was perkoꝛce conftrained to peelde vnto affection, And bꝛeathing 
thus hee fedde him ſelfe with hope that oppꝛtunitie woulde be a good 
plea in this ſuite, ſoothing his owne vaine and kooliſhe humour, 
with luch friuolous circumſtancee, and konde deuices ok his newe 
troubled bꝛaine, that hee weighed the daunger (though neuer fa 
deſperate) but ſmall: and the enterpꝛile (though neuer ſo great) but 
meane, to haue once a ſight of this rare Saint, counting it a life to 
dye in the demaunde of ſuch a Jewell, and an honour to beſtowe 
the flow2e of his youth in the lerutce of ſuch a peereleſſe Parragon: 
MAherefoꝛe, reſting vpon this concluſiue Periode, lrſt, he bꝛeathen 


bitter teares fo2 offeringes vnto Cupid, to bee Pediatours to futs 
ther his newe entertained fancies, and therewithall taking his lesue 


. 


bf all che boun companions, and gentle ſwapnes, Slams Ki pphs 
2 mit 
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their paſtimes, hee bequeathed him ſelfe ta his palſions: 


returne from the plaines to his Fathers Pallate (ma re; 
hafte to come where he might be knowen, befoze it ſhould be late in 
the euening, lealt he ſhould be deſcried in thoſe homelie attires)he bes 
ganne to toſſe in his bꝛaine manie odde ſhiktes to effect his purpoſe, 
the fetifencie ofhis affection miniſtring vnto him a thouſand deuiſes 
to put this matter in pꝛactile, ns one thought which kancie pꝛelented 
leemied hard vnto him, though ail in a manner vnpollible. In the end 
after that he had long deliberatey vpon this matter, he purpoſed in 
dilguiſed manner to giue his attendance vpon the Duke her Father, 
and ſo by that meanes to elpie oppoꝛtunitie to reueale his minde vnto 
her : which verte ſhoztly he bzought to paſſe, by the helpe of a Florens 


47 


tine, a verie neere kinſman to Perduratus, who willing to plealure 


bis young Lozd and Maſter, (requeſting his furtherance, and opening 


D 4 


was wholly to beſfow his time in the ſeruice of this Semj-godveſſe,. 
to obtaine the which, (by reaſon of rhe enmitie betweene the King: 


foozth manie ſealding ſighes fo2 lacrifice vnto Venus: and manie 


he ſtrange Adventures 


faith hapaſtoozved him a thouſand pledges ol faithlull and true dea 
ling A waice his letters with Priſcus to his couſin Perduratus, de 
lein bim to place that noble Gentleman in the Dukes ſernice, to 
eme and his friendes, he, in cur teſie, helde him (clfe much bound, 
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FByndon, fo; ſo the Florentine was called, hauing liniſhed bis letters, 
bdelinered them to his young Maſter, and wilbed him bone fortune in 
= his affapꝛes. Mhereupon Priſcus faining ſome other occaſion of ab- 
ſence to the Ring his father, departed him ſelfe with one alone Page 
cowardes Albigena, (foz there the Court of Deuaſco Pzince of Lis 
guria was) to put his purpole in pꝛactiſe, thinking euerp minute a 
Moneth, and euery howze a peere, till he came to his iournepes end, 
verifying this oncly Adage, Cupienti cæleritas mora eſt. In this 
(o2t his thoughtes building Caſtels in the apze, at laſt, he arriued at 
Alvigena, where deliuering his letters of commendatisns to the 
Pꝛince his high Steward, he had verie good entertainment of him, 
E made him the belt welcome his late reuiued Foztune could affoozy, 
And verie ſhoztly placed him in the Dukes ſeruice: foʒ Priſcus was 
duch a one, whole owne perſon might warrant him ſo much fauour, 
a man as rare in his qualities, as excellent in his perſonage, 
countenance was adozned with the beautie of pouth, and his be⸗ 
bautour furniſhed with the grauttie of age, ſo that verie thankefull 
was this pzoffer to the Duke, who alwapes had in eſtimation and res 
garde all ſuch toward pouthes, This being finiſhed, Perduratus mins 
ding to ſhewe him ſelfe every way bount:full co roung Prilcus, to re» 
munerate ſome part of his kinſman his recetued goed turnes, calley 
vnto him his ſonne Moderatus, (who was in good credite in the 
Court, and generally welbeloued, fo2 his affabilitie and gentleneſſe) 
commaunding him to be acquainted with Priſcus, and withall not to 
omit any occaſion that might pzocure his good, declaring; the kindnes 
be had ſhewed vnto his Uuckle Byndon, to induce him C(aithfully to 
doe the ſame, 
* Moderatus, of duetie abedient to his Fathers commaund, and 
ok Nature paſſing gentle, Nurture hauing allo indructed bim to be 
Perron vnto Strangers, eſpecially to ſuch as had in the highelt ve» 
ieee merited the lame, enveuoured not onely to entertaine Priſcus 
h common curteſte, but alſo ta vnite him ſeife in friendſhip = 
m: 
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of the blacke Knight:: | 


bim if the ſequell of bis life pzooued-ſo vertuous, asivfecmedin outs. 
ward apparance) and great reaſon he had lo to do: fo that they were 


both Dtraungers, much of the lame age, the conſtitutton ok their bo⸗ 
dies were alike, and the diſpoſition ul tbeir mindes without difference, 
So, as nothing is to be relpected in amitie and friendſhip, moze then 
equalitie: euen ſo could none moze fitly be ioyned in amitie and friend⸗ 
Gippe (vy reaſon of the ſympathie of their natures) then this couple, 
who lo much reſembled each other in pzopoztion and condition, that 
ſcant could the one be knowen from the other. Thus both thele faire 
buddes flouriſhing in the beautiful pzime of their yreres, hauing in 


lome reaſonable quantitie of time, ſuffictently experiented each others 


vertuous diſpoſition, gr ew ſo familiar in ſpeech and conue rlation, chat 
the conſent of the one was a conſtraint to the other zit Priſcus Imiled, 
Moderatus teioyced: if Moderatus lowꝛed, Priſcus laughed not: 
in ſo much that they were neuer found different in opinion oꝛ actions 
fo2 one chamber was common vnto them both, one bed ſerued them 
both, they both euer vſed one boozd, they had but one purſe indifferent 
betweene them: and laſt of all, their ſeuerall and dillinct bodyes hav 
but one minde: either of chem with their affable and curteous demeas 
nour, endeuouring to gaine the good willof the people: and both of 
them in a verie ſhoꝛt ſpace did in the higheſt degree of good liking ob 
taine the ſame, | WY 
Priſcus allthis while applying him ſelfe very diligently in the ler 


uice ot his miſtreſſe, no where ſerming pleaſant, but in her pzelence, |] 


ber lookes hauing fetterev him in the pꝛilon ol fancie: foxtune bzought 
bim to ſuch a Laberinch, that his thoughts were like Ianus pictures, 
that pꝛeſented both peace and warre : his minde not vnlike to Venus 
Anuill, wherson is kozged both leare and hope: the ſight of his belo⸗ 
ued, ſomethyig eaſing the intollerable weariaelſe of his minde: who, 
with her rowling lookes, lometimes lending him an amozous glance, 
(moze ok an vle which ſhe had taken, then of any kauour vnto him) 
bꝛought the pooꝛe Gentleman to luch a fooles paradice, that he mea⸗ 
{ured her maners alter his owne minde, and conſtrued all to the beſt : 
thinking, that as ſhe was Venuz guermatch in beautie, ſo ſhe might 
be Pallas ſuperiour in vertue: pet the Paieſtie of her countenance, 
furniſhed with cope dildaine, brought him to a great doubt of the 
0 C lucceſle - 
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Cuceclle of this enterpꝛile: neuertheleſſe, he could not dillwade hime 
elle from the lame: fo as Owd laid, Watt 
Nitimur in vetitum ſemper,cupimuſque negata. 
Thus F riſcus applping him ſelle in his apteũ habite to pleaſe his 
Miſtrelſe, counting that no conqueſt which might be eaſilic wonne, 
and deeming the enterpzile but baſe, which had not in it ſome daun⸗ 
ger, beholding with the fih Mugra the bare hocke, ſwallowed vp 
bis awne bane, and with the Hartes of Calabzia, fedde on Dicta- 
num, knowing it to bee deadly poyſon: foꝛ albeit that hee did per» 
fectly ken the peritl, pct hee was fs-blinded with affection, that hee 
coulde not auopde the pꝛeiudice. Yee was fober and wiſe, pet all 
that was too llender a defence againſt the pearcing beemes cf 
beautte, which had ſa benummed his ſpirites, that hee ſeemed ra» 
ther to bee a ghet, then a liuing creature: and no maruell, though 
his wiledome could not wit hſtande ſuch a ſweete encounter: feʒ euen 
as the lleeteſt fiſh (walloweth the delicateſt bayte, and the higheſt ſo⸗ 
ring Hawke is ſaoneſt reclaimed to the lure: ſo the ſharpeſt witre 
hath bis wancon will, which verie often is inueagled with the pey⸗ 
ſoned ſightes of alluriug vanities. And albeit he endeucured all ther 
tuer he coulde to roucr his paſſrons with a merie cduntenance (feaſt 
anie of the Dukes Court eſpping his keruencte, might apme at 
bis affection, and ſo pꝛeuent his purpoſe,) pet hee could not hyde a 
padde in ſtrawe, noꝝ ſo cloſeite couer his flame, but that Modera- 
tus well perceiued that there was ſome fire, where {a great aſmcke 
appeared : not a little marueiling, that his friend concealed bis 
griefe from him, carrying a moze ielous eye over him then bes 
foze, to the ende to diſcouer the cauſe of his paſſions, that (accope 
ding ta the duetie of a friende) hee might miniſter a medicine, 
to cure the Melancholie maladie cf his friendes mate contented 
minde. 
In this lozte Priſcus a verte long time honered betweene hope 
and defpaire, foztune offering him no oppoztunitie (no pet daring, 
though ſhe had) to make his griefes knowen vnto Florida, the which 
albeit it pearced him to the quicke, and ſtrapned euerp ring of his 
heart to the higheſt note of ſozrowe, pet he viſſembled the ſame, in 
hope that the ſtozme could not lalt ſo long, but chat in the ende it mulk 
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needes pꝛeſent a calme: thus embꝛacing the hadowe of 


of the blacke Knight” 


pleaſure, 
and krulte of vanitie, he thought the weather verie good fo his bar⸗ 
ueft; if Phoebus graced hun with the light of his countenance, als. 
though the tlowdes having vnlockt the clollet of their moil ure, paWs': 
red foo2th aboundarce of raine. Uilie Venus nowe leeing her 
Champion thus patient, pet almoſt ty2ed, feared le alt anp longer 
delaye would bee ſuch a cooling carve to his quesſie Romacke, that 
hee would fo2 euer deſpiſe and abiwre Loue, and all his Lawes, 


ſhe bꝛought to paſle in this ozder. end 

Priſcus, coteting nothing ſo much as to be alone and in lolitar ie 
places, whereby to keede his melancholie humour with kriuolous and 
vaine thoughtes, in a fapze grape moꝛning walked foo2th to the com⸗ 
mon garden, adiopning to the Pallace, in the viter parte whereof, 
there was an entrance to goe vnto a pꝛiute Oꝛchard, wherein ſpzung 


a verie pleaſant ſpzing, the delectable murmure of whole Chziſtaline 


ſtreame, falling ouer the pebble tones, made ſuch mulicall harmoup, 
that it might haue delighted a verte ſozrowfull man, and the whole 
platt coueres with the pleaſant ſhades of mightie Cedars,Pine-apple 
trees, greene Bay trees, fine Cherrie trees, the lwieete Byiar, and 
the ffalkes of Roſes growing plentifully in the ende of cuerp Alley, 
and on the ſide of euery banke, the ground checkered all ouer wich 
Choyce of fineſt flowers, as Uiolets, and Taniamells che one, the moze 
it is chafed,the better ſent it will peelde: and the other, che moe it is 
troden, the thicker and finer it will growe. There was alfo the Daſie, 


P2imroſe, Cowſlizpe, and the reft, euery flower hauing bis lecrete 


operation to pꝛacure delight: and euery tree and plant growing in 
luch oꝛder, that there you might beholde the curious wozkemanlhip 


peelde a verie pleaſant and ſweete ſent to camfoꝛt the bꝛaine, and the 
tender graſſe a (aft pillowe to eaſe the wearye» bodie, the mightie 
and bꝛaunch · ſpʒeading trees affaozding ſhade to keepe off the par⸗ 
ching beames ok fierie Phoebus, the mulicall byꝛdes (not omits 
ting their partes to let out this earthlie Paradiſe) accozded their 


notes with ſuch daintie harmonie and ſweetneſle, that it might haue 
lulled a-lcepe.che moſt wakeſull b watching 4 — in dc - 
2 1 


wherekoze reſolued to frame a platte ts pzocure his vaine hope, hic 


of Rature, moſt liuely pourtraped and ſet'foozth x fo2 the flowers vin 


| The ſtrange Aduentures. | 
the line o2ver obſerued, with ſo arcificiall a p2opoztion, in framing of 
this platt. ſo rauiſhed the minde ofſszrowfull Priſcus, (hauing eſpyed 
the lame as he aſcended © ſfeppe a2 two co ſee by a hozofoge,that was 
ſer vp vpon ailkat in a commer of the Garden, what a cloc ke it was) 
with deſtre of ſolacing him ſelfe in this place, that he Rood a long 
while deuiling with him ſelke, howe to compaſſe an entrance. thereto, 
(wherein to powze foo2th his paſſionate complaintes, ſuppoſing it to 
be the Bowze of pitie, the lweetneſſe thertok indur ing him to belecue, 
that mercie lap lurking vader eneryflower ) in the ende ſeeing there 
was no other remedie left, he ſkipt from the pillar where the hozro⸗ 
$xe was, otter a verie high wall of bzicke, vnto this pꝛiuie ozchard, 
hauing his Lute with him which he bꝛought of purpoſe to ſolace him? 
felf wich : where being come, he curieuſly lurutycd ouer that pleaſant 
platt, not a litle wondering at the fine oꝛder of the trees, which grew, 
leituated diamond · wile, keeping ſo good a decorum in their growth, 
that one leafe was not ſeene to outgrow another: and being wearyed 
in tracing vp and downe amongeſt the pleaſant groues, be reſted him 
ſelfe in a fine Arbour, ſeated in a cloſe thicket,neere that murmuring 
— nem where he beganne to powze foo2th his complaintes in this 
Manner, 2nd LIU» | 
Oh infoztunate Prifcus , whoſe Pꝛime of pouth is loaded with 
moze lozrowes then peeres: what peeuiſh Planet vas pꝛedominate 
duer thy Natiuitie: 02 what contrarie oppoſit ions the heauens ſecs 
med to powꝛe both at the time of thy by2th * hath Cupid bewitched 
thee 7 oz Venus framed rhee- afoole in fancies fo ge: o; which is 
moe, the bare repozte of fading beautie ſo bt ſotte d thy lences, and 
made ſuch a Metamoꝛpholis of ther that fram a Pꝛince of Aemulia, 
thou art become a vaſſalt and hireling to the Lozd of Liguria, a man 
nothing ſuperioar to thy ſelfe, and thy kathers moztall foe. And what 
hath pꝛotur en this v if loue fond Priſcus, which, as thou knowelt, is 
but a blaze like to A Baufne; and cherefoze vawozthie to beJodged in 
Priſcus: if * onely is the kading ſhew of vanitie, much like 
the apples ok Tantalus, that are pꝛetidus in the epr, and dult when 
they come to the handling, therefoꝛe not ſtete to be leated in the mind 
of Priſcust if Florida, ah faire Florĩdii, howe can J leate this ſwecte 
note? ik (J ſay) Florida hath pꝛocuren this : thou art not 3 
2 0 


of. the blacke Knights f =_ 
bow her countenance is full of maieſlie, repleniſhed with bigb dildain. 
not contented to be woed, much leſſe to be wiued by the ſtatelyeſt Kos 
of all Liguria: howe then ſhall J hope, whoam her fathers pirelingg. 
to obtaine her fauour*no Prilcus, no, t hau ſtriueſt againſt the ſtreame. 
and feedelt with the Deere againſt the winde, and thy labour is altos 
gether fruſtrate: wherefo2e ceaſe this fond follie, and goe not about 
with a dzamme of pleaſure to purchaſe an ounce of ſozrowe, leaſt in 
ſeeking to gaine Florida, row mane: ee ce thy like : fox thou 
faplelt berwerne Silla and Caribdis, where in ſeekiag to.guopde:dne 
daunger, thon mayeſt ealilie fall into-another zbecauſe;concealingthy- 


- - 


birth, thou art vnlike to, ſpeede with Florida: and in reuraling the 
lame, thou art in an imminent daunger of thy ILAN fond Es 
where. art thou carryep with theſe vaing and fooliſh: imaginations 
9 Foy not venture thy life fo2 loye;whoſe hesſtes the godpes-them 
[elues were lübiect vnto: therefoze. not to be reſiſted by thee, And 
what further, doeZ thou not haz arde thy perſon fo2 beautie d a thing 
Diane, which the foucelt champions in the woplde did honour with 
obedience, and obey with reverence, therefoze to be had in admirati⸗ 
on of Priſcus, rather then to be diſobeyed. AndJaſt, doc ii thuu uut entex 
into this Laber inth of nulhappes,inftimulacep b che laue and beauty | 
bf Florida, who although ſhe be full of Maieſtie and coyneſi, pet her 
countenance ts tempered with modeſt grauitie, and vertudus behauts {||| 
our. And what though ſhe will not be mooed by any Ligurian Cours 
tier, that doethnot argue that ſhe will dye a mayde 3 fo2 it is not be 
cauſe ſhe will nor. loue, but foz-thac ſhe ſeeth none wozthie her lou. 
And notwithanving chat Priſcus is her Fathers hireling, vet he is a 
Pꝛince, aud Florida no doubt will like and fone him the better, w 
be vnderſtandeth that he hath thus embaſed him ſelfe fo2 her ſake, 
Ah, dut Priſcus, Florida is wile, and will followe her Fathers coun | 
| fell, andthenhohoye left fozchee, Dhe is fapze, and therefoze that 
dughteſt to feare her the moze. : euen as the Bees doe the tree Alpi- 
na, which deeme l heantikull a thing can not be without ſome hidden 
miſchiefe. Tuſh he that will not handle a knife to cut his meate, bes 
_ another - 0 bis finger with it: oz dare not come neere the 
re to warme him (eve, | burne one, all goe to 4 with 
colde kette, and an Pg allies and TONE not —_ 
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% Then watchtby Argus hundredh waking eyo, - . 


Tbe ſttange Adventures 
ch kate, ſeeing that thou tamelt fo farre to trie thy foztune, Florida 
4s beautifull, and cherefoze pitikull: ſhe is vertuous, and therefoze wil 
rewarde thy conſtancie :1et thy whole minde ayme at Horida, onelp 


Horida, no, non but Florida. 


* 


Prriſcus hereupon bꝛeathing, made a long period, ſo that wearped 


with theſe his mournefull complaintes, hauing ſlept veric little the 
night befoze,he was with the lweete harmonie of the birdes, and plea» 
lant murmurtof the ſpʒing, bꝛought toa lumber. By this time ( Flo- 
rida, ho alwayes vſed this place, to recreate he rTelfe alone till din. 
ner time) pfſued out of her Clollet, thzough a Polerne vooxe, to this 
pꝛiuie Dꝛcharde, and ſo comming to the fountaine ſide, began to fpzey 
her golden haires, that ſbined like Titans rayes, outt her ſboulders, 
and to dippe her Lillte-white feete in that murmuring ſtreame, vnco» 
uering her bodie vnto that place, which fo2 modelltes lake is wout £9 
be natneleſſe, And as ſhe was thus litting in a ſeate, catued out of the 
fine mat ble, almoſt readie with Narciſſus to embzace her owne ſha⸗ 
vowe, ſo much lhe delighted in viewing her leife in the cleere water, 
Priſcus affright with lame ſtrange viſion ſuddenly awaked, and cal⸗ 
ling to me mozie where he was, with the vehemencie of his late paYis 
ons, he tooke his Lure in his hand the found whereof at the firfk tauch, 
Florida hard, much maruelling what it might meane, luypoling no 
man to be ſo bolde to enter vnto that place, without her knowledge: 
pet quietly remaining as befoze, to vnderſtand the ſequel! thereof, 
priſcus by this batting tuned his iuſtrument, began with muſicall aus 
ſweete harmonie to warble fooxth this enſuing Dittie. 


Hen lordlic Titan in his chiefeſt pride, 
Oucr-ſpread Auroraes bluſhing countenance, | 
And Triton on his grayiſh ſtecdes did ride, 
In calmed Seas, on wanes the Nayades daunce, 
No duſkie vapour couer d the welkincleer'd, 
phocbus (diſcouering ay the heauens) appear d. 


Here Iupiter prefented no efcape, 
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princes then wallet abroad for their delight, 


hin 


2 
O 


remain” 
ſhould be 


* ” 4 o 
Fe . * 9 2} bs * 
e . 22 --» 8 
* 
" * — 5 a 1 
: — * „ 4+ *% ” So © © &S ws AN $44 3» 4 = * 


Nor to intrappe layd foorth their watching 7 
And proteus in hit wonted ſhape 


Courtyers attend vpon their princes trayne, 


Of tempeſtes $ 
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Dame Face nee, 


Procuring hope moſt 


That in good order on might a 
Truſf'd in a fardell vndet Fortunes, winges, . | 


muely db 


Minerua then the Ch 63 gid vnfolde, _ 
Of cheſe fo farre vnordered terre 
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n were not then affright, 
The hul bandibian dB pls bis Ja! y | 
Nin 


cene. 


Well may Icrie al acke and well away, 


That Fortuneftayle did beare ſo great a ſay. 


When ſhepheardes BEE doc frolick 


With ſtones blacke 


For then begun all my diſaſter fates. 


Then with a ſmile fell fate did couer a frande, _ 
To perfect which, Beautie made Fame her bawde, 


Fame carefull then for to perfourme her charge, 


: * 
bs? L\ | 


It was the ruſticke Goddes feſtiuall day, i 
oe frolicke with their mates, 
at time well marke I may 


— 


Sounding due prayſe, redoubled in mine care, 
Venus euer- match, ſhe blazed then at large, 


Which ſtroke my boche in a quiuering feare, 


This rare reporte being heard, I with to ſee; 


Ifcarthly Wightes affoorded ſuch a ſhñec. 


T came, I fawe, nowe Czfars fate Iwant, 


For to ouertome: wherein I ma 


Her ſtatetie lookes my hoped 8 


p do 
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y diſpayre, 
cthſeant; 
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ſtayn'd, 
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| ThelttwngeAdventites 
And day by day doetfi ſtill my ioyes impayre, 


A liuing minde in dyi corpes! 1 
My bodie here, my minde with her docth ſtay, 
A ipcedic death, if her I looſe, Icrauc, 


In hoſe gt thoughees 1) th 
Thou gliſtering Phœbus, hide thy ſhining face 


en. 


Twixt fire and water thiere lyeth peace and Mitre. > 


O would I might (but what thereon may fall, 


8 I knowe not well) once compaſſe her 8 dwillz | 
Or that Thad not (nowe too late I cal ©* wy 
The thing farre paſt) her knowcn my ioyes to ſpill, 


| Then had I lmi'd and ledde a quiet life, 
Where nowe I pine with pure tormenting ſtrife, - 


Sure ſhall deſert there merite but diſdaine, 


| Where high deſite doeth lodge in loftie thought, 
| Secing Loue and Fate doe ſtill conſpire my paine, 

| Voyde of all hope, I count my toyle for nought, 

o Yet naythleſſe hope for to obtaine thy loue, 


Not fearing ayethe thing thou never didſt proouc, 


£ 


1 Auges den ſelke with walking t he 
4 bathing her li inthe be | | the light 


For that my njjtide lyeth in her princely bowre;' \- + 
Wnole beautie docth excell Loues paramourt. 
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Whoſe tweete conſent is euen tha bhiflc-full Boy "Ar 9 
Which onely is the harbour oth Soap! bid ba ly; 
to blulde my neſt. 


If euer thou view ſt the beautic ofthis Dm, 


e 
The rareſt wyght by her 18s bluſh nne 245 
Whoſe glorious loo de ſtill preſent a iarre, 


Nd therewithall ſtatting vp kram the Arbour where he late, to 
17. | p elpyed Florida 


inthe well: the Tight of which glozious obi 
lo benummed his ſencts, That hee, kemained in admin = 
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cfeare, 
hauing 


of the blacke Knight: 
hating diſcouered lo great a piiuitie 1 leaſt,as Acteon '(fo2 ſuch like 
offence) was of Diana turned into a Stagge, whole owne whelpes 
| hinted him to tie death: ſo he, fox ſogreat and bnaduiled an ouer⸗ 
ſight, ſhould be tranlfoꝛmed to ſome newe ſhape, his continuall paſſi⸗ 
ons being the deuouring houndes, which ſhould perſecute him to des 
ſtruction, So long remained Priſcus in this traunce, that Florida 
bad recouered her keete, and like Iuno wich her pompous trayne, pas 
cing ſo maieſticallp towardes him, that ſhe vid put the pooꝛe Gentle⸗ 
man into a great admiration of her loktie and Pꝛincelie demeanour, 
and being come vnto him, ſhe beganne thus to repꝛehend him fox his 
boldneſſe,in pꝛeſuming to enter vnto that place, that was onely fo2 het 
recreation. 
What Priſcus? whether was it folly 62 pꝛeſumption that mooued 
tbee thus vnaduiledly to intrude thy ſelfe vnto this place, without my 
knowledge, fo2biddea to all but Florida, and licenced to none but 
Florida, Why haſt thou bene ſo bolde, to offer thy felfe to lo great a 
ſecrecie * doeſt thou not knowe howe Acteon was handled, fox diſcos 
uering the lecretes of Diana? and why oughtelt thou to hope fo2 bet» 
ter Fo2tune then he * thy diſcent ts leſſe, and thy offence as great, it 
may be, becaule J fausured thee, fo2 the Hewe of vertue that was in 
thee, that wzeſfing my meaning to another text, ſeruing thine owne 
purpole, thou haſt thus pꝛeſumed to trie my patience : well, now I lee 
that the richeſt Sepulchze hath but rotten bones within, and a fine 
ſcabbard ſometimes a ruſtie blade: and diſſembling hypocrites, fapze 
and ſmoothe countenances, but rough and deceitfull heartes, much 
lltke the hearbe Phanaces, that hath a ſweete budde and a bitter fruit, 
| o2 the Bathes oi Calicut, that be as cleere as Padus, and as peſtilent 
as Orme: ſo thou, couering thy malitious minde with counterketting 
modeſtie, and thy TAolfes paunch with a Lambes ſkinne, ſtaying only 
foꝛ oppoꝛtunitie to put in execution ſome miſchieuous determination. 
Mherecoze, fond Nauice, depart hence with ſhame 2 fo2 with great 
ſhame mapeſt thou depart, that haſt committed ſo immodeſt a fact? 
whereupon Florida, being in a great rage, would haue departed, han 
not Priſcus (now ſtirred vp with this ſharpe repꝛehenſion) ſtayed her 
pallage wich this replie. v4 0 n 
Dweete and gentle Piltreſle, if _ my ixn02 ance (by reaſon of 
- ap 
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n late comingto pour fathers Court)migbt pꝛiuiledge my effence»- 
bauing vnwittingly, though willingly, committed the ſame: oz the 
acknowledging of my fault (with a ſubmiſſion, readie ta receiue auie 

puniſhment that pon would cenlure 02 adiudge me vnto) pacifie your 

„ latte conceiued dilplealure towardes me: the one dseth manifeſtly 

= appeare to-cxcule my crime: lo the other, J pꝛoſtrate my ſelfe in 
your pꝛeſence, and wholly rcferre me to pour grace, as one wiſhing ras 
ther ts die, then to diſpleaſe pou, ans deſiring no longer to liue, then it 
may ſtand with your gratious pleaſure to graunt me libertie: fo) be 

( it ſpoken without diffimulation, in pour handes lyeth the ſentence of 

my like oꝛ death, and gladlyer would J dye by pour doome, then lite: 

one minute to pꝛocure pour diſcontent: wherefoze J humblie bie 

ſerch you, that it might reſt wich pour liking, deere Ladie, to licente 
me to reueale vnto you, the doloꝛous and ſecrete anguiſh-of my toz⸗ 
menting heart, which{peth dꝛowned in the denne of veſpaire, without 
pour lweete conſcut, to caſe the ſame: foz as water ſtopt, maketh the 
| greater deluge : c lire ſuppꝛeſt.burſteth into a moze vehement flame: 

| ſa my grictes concealed,b2ced luch a ſharpe coꝛriſiue in my heart,that 
without pour lweete conlent giue care to my palſions, J am vnlike 
| euer to be rid ofmppaine, Florida welt perceiuing by this, vpon what 
ftring Priſcus harped, ſhe did cut him off in the midſt ol his tale, thus: 

Why how nowe-eriſcus, hath the glozionſneſſe ol the place made 

fuch a metamoꝛphoſis ot port, that it bereaued you of pour ſences, and 

duuen pou vnto a frenʒ ie ⁊ 62 ſome other vaine humour hammered in 
pour head ſo high a determination: take heede, leaſt with the people 

4 Hyperborei, you gaze ſo long vpon the ſunne, till you become blinde, 

| dꝛ ſoothing pour elle in the (weeteneſſe of your follie, you reſemble the 

Lenpards that letd on Pargeram, knowing it to be their orone bane, 

That, fond Priſcus, doeſt thou eye Florida: can nothing content thee | 

o but the beautie of Florida: hath thy pꝛeſumption growen vpon my 

| 


gent leneſſe towardes thee, deſiring alvzayes tobe noted rather modeſt 
Eurteous, then ouer⸗curious vnto Strangers : oz halt thou noted ſo 


much lightneſſe in me, that might warrant ther any hope ts obtaine 
my good will : Na, I trowe, Florida is not ſu lauiſtj of her honour, 
nhlauoꝛ pet ſo baſe minded, as to looke vpon ber Fathers bireling. hat 
pon tue P2incockes, deeme pou any ching in your lelfe 


| . 
15 


woꝛthie of 
Floridas 


Floridas Totte-2 02 wantes any perfection in Florida, to deſerue the 
fauour and liking of the migytpeſt Pꝛince vnder the Dunne : wheres 


-of che blacke Knight. 


foje content thy lelfe Priſcus, with this, that Florida allowes of thee, 
as her Fathers valſall, and likes ok thee as a diligent ſe ruant, and fas 


ours thee after her wonted curteſie, as chou art à Stranger: and fot 


thy offence, becauſe thou pleadeft both ignozance in committing the 
crime, any allo lubmillion fo2 amendes: either of which might fox 
this time ſatiſſte Florida, ſo that this may be a warning, that hereatk⸗ 


ter you enter not lo vnaduiſedly to any (auch valawtull attemptes, 


Priſcus moane,after Florida gaue him che repulſe :his Padzi⸗ 
galc, and ſecrete complaint, which Mo DAA xys his friend 
douer- heard. Mo DIRA T ys exhortation and comfort vnte kim. 
Patrscys diſcovering of him ſelfe, his Patents, and countrey to 
MoDpixA4Tys, which before this time he concealed, and Mo- 
DIAATYy 5 pronulle'to effect his deſired amours. 


* 


Due albeit this charpe anſwere had dꝛiuen him almoſt ta the 


2 mall pet like a ſtout ſouldier, he did not meane to fozlake the foxt 

= fs2 one heauje [kirmige, being ſuch a one, as was not to ſeeke 

ko anſwete, the readineſſe of whoſe witte, alwayes-allured his 

plea to be good and ſufficient in Venus Court: and thus, as he was 
readie to ſpeake further fa him ſelle, there entred in at the Paſterne 

dooꝑe one of Floridas gontlewomen, which ſheperceinjng, flung away 
from him, and teturned to the Court againe with her wapting maide 
that came ſoꝛ her to dinner, leauing the pooze Gentleman in ſuch a 
quandarie with this reþulle, at his lirſt entr ing vnto the game chat he 
Lacked but little ko pzooite a aggard, And nawe leeing the Milkrelle 
ok his thourhtes had thus giuen him the llippe, with a flea in his eare, 


ſcalding ſighes, he caſt hi 
toſſed him ſelle a while, bet 


Chapiz 


if 
Py 
| 
| 


Al would not be, What then ah dolefull thaunce, 


* 


The ſtrange Aduentures 
Hen Phoſphorus declining Weſt her tracke, 


And for to ſpread abroad her-curtaine blacke 
By Natures courſe to couer both ſea and land: 
Then at her becke a clowdie vale in ſept, 
And terrene thinges quite from our fight hath ſwept 


Y 


By this had Phoebus clearely made eſcape, 
And Veſperus his action did aſſoyne, 
Of Thetis Queene then cloyed with the rape, 
With Lucina in coiture doeth ioyne: 
From whome he cleerely recciu'd away his light, 


Leaſt ſhe ſhould bluſh, being leene in ſuch aplight, 


Lucina then her budding hornes did ſtretch, 

And borrowing of her Louer light,appeares, 

When Morpheus preiented to me poore wretch, 

A ſight, which ſtill my dulled ſenſes cheeres: 

Ah cheeres: a wofull cheere : woe worth the time, 
That males me thus to ſpend my golden prime, 


What fancie moouꝰd, folly did put in vre, 


And Queene Deſire did ſtraight appoint the game, 
Which once begunne, no hope could helpe procure, 
Beefore ] looſe, to giue it ouer were ſname: 
Although Diſpayre doeth ſay that Iſhall gaine, 
Nought for my toyle, but heapes of cruell paine. 


Cupid then ſmyl*d ſuch Clyent to poſſeſſe, 
And thank*d Morpheus that procur d the ſame, 
Venus miſlikte I ſhould reftin diftrefſe, _* 
Leaſt after I would ay renounce her game, 
Shee fitted me, with opportunitie 
To ſpeake: alas I ſpake: all would not be. 


* 
= 


\ 
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Commaunding Nox her charge to take in hand 
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Haue 


of the blacke Knight. 
Haue all the Fates confederated my fall? | 
Yes, yes: too ſoone I did my Barke out launce, 
And elce commit my ſayle to windes a thrall: | 
Wherefore rowe backe thy barge to natiue porte. 
In earneſt end, what thou begun in ſport, 


That thou begun in ſport : a heauie ſport, 

Which is the worker of thy great annoye, 

Thou canſt not long endure in ſuch a ſort, 

Exempt from hope of any earthly io ye: 
Vnleſſe the Saint, that wrought this deepe diſtreſſe, 
Pityes thy panges;and doe thy paynes redreſſe. 


Thy paines redreſſe, if not foorthwith, too late, 
For Phebe thrice her waſted hotnes renew*d, 
Since I was forc*{t by ſpitefull frowning fate, 
To come and ſeeke the light I latelie view*d, 
Which viewe my paines, ſo deſtinie aſsign'd, 
For at her handes no hope of grace! = 


No hope of grace I finde, woe me therefore, 
Without whoſe grace my life can not endure, 

Oh that I were not as I was of yore, 

Free from the ſcathe which doeth my harme aſſure, 
Then would I keepe my finger from the fire, 
And quite renounce the Lawes of fond deſire. 


Offond deſire the Lawe, oh lawleſſe Lawe, 

Which doeth extreemes combine and ioyne in wrong, 
And miniſtreth pilles, which will not from the maye, 
This from the eye, not from deſert is ſprang, 
A fickle Iudge for to diſcerne the right, 
Which blinded is with force of beauties might. 


The force of beauties might: a power · full might, 
Which can compell the proudeſt to obey, 


Whoſe 


| N The ſtrange Aduentures 
| Whoſe meere report hath brought me to this plight, 
Deuoyd of hope: for ſorrowe beares the ſway. 


[ Wherefore as Fame me forcfſt this paine to prooue, 
There I bryan,and there will ende my loue. 


= 


Ertwithall Priſcus ended his ſong, his muſicke pꝛeuailing no 
mo2e to moderate his melancholy,then oile to quench the flames | 
and therefoze in a verie frantike-meode, he thꝛew away his lute, 
e began a-freſh to toſſe him ſelle vpon his bed, reſting as wearte in his | 
bodie,as he was afflicted in his mind: and thus perplexe d in his dil⸗ 
quiet paſſions, tozmenting him ſelfe with his ceaſeleſſe complaintes, 
his friend Moderatus, by chance ouer hearing his ſecret paſſions, pur 
j led open the dooze, and entred the chamber: whereat Priſcus ſtart 
| bp, looking ſo pale, as if he had bene newe riſcn from his graue, his 
ſwelling heart, remaoued from her naturall place, was now aſcendev | 
dtꝗo the ſtraight paſſage betweene the bodie and the head, and there kept | 
| the ſame ſo cloſe, that he (taʒ. want of bzcath)was vnable to vtter tp 
| one woꝛde: whereupon Moderatus, his heart bleeding foꝛ very griefe 
of his friendes diſtreſle, began thus mildely to repꝛehend him, both fox 
that he had concealed his fancies from him, and allo becauſe he did (ifs 
ker him ſelfe to be ſo ouer-naltred with follyes. | 
My deare P riſcus;if the faithful league ot true friendſhip, knit Vp 
betweene vs, had not ſufficiently authoziſed, nay rather commanded 
me (to pꝛeuent your further harme) to be thus bolde wich pou, Y | 
would ſcant haue pzeſumedco-tnterrupt your muſes with mp'/prefence | 
at this time: fozhauing long lithence perceiued in you ſome'alterati- | 
on aud diſquietnes of mind, wꝛought by the effect of ſome range pal⸗ 
ſion, I could not chule tut be verie fozie,m that I per ceiued you to be 
vnwilling todiſcloſe. the ſame vnto me: who to diſcharge the office 
and dutie of Iriend, was by the lawe of friendſhip bound, not onely to | 
cCWcͤ§ꝙq&ůrnſell vou the beſt J could to comfoꝛt pour milfoꝛtunes, but allo to 
de copartner of pour paine, to qualliſie the rigo of pour extreeme pals 
ions: whereſoze Jcan not ſufficiently admire, that you would euter⸗ 
taine any vnto friendſhip, whome, either you deemed not wozthie of 


pour lecrets,o2 els(fe2 feare to be viſcloled)burſt not cemmit the truſt 


thereof vnto t: without that the occaſion of your griefe depended vpon 
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of the blacke Knight. 


an vulawful acte. And therefoze doubted, leaſt that J would not peel 
mp con ent thereunto, becauſe it ſhould be rather my part to dehozte N 
you frb the ſame, then any Wile to further yon therein. Mhat priſcus, 
if as the Swallowes, neſtling in houles, vet miſtruſt the inhabitants 


thcreof,ſo you conuerding my locietp, durſt not acquaint me with pour 


ſetrets: you hould haue done, as they do in trying ol velſels,whereinto - 
they p3wze water, not wine: in like maner,you might haue tryed my 


fidelitie in ſome frinolous matter, that if I had chaunced not to bee 


clole, there had bene no danger of ſpilling any good licour. But J tell 


you priſcus, friendſhip is like honp, that is lweet and pleaſant in talte 
to the lound, but ſharpe and purging in operation, to him that is infecs 
ted with a canker, and cherefaze finding in you this weaknes, that is 
m22e pertinent to feminine ſeruilitie, then to-manlp foztitude 2J can 
not chuſe but endenoz m ſelfe to compzehend the nature ofthe home, 
whereby to purge pau of the coꝛrupt humoꝛs, that haue alredy weak⸗ 
ned pour nature: foʒ now J iind the old Adage true, that the 
that is euer nibling at the bait, is at laſt hanged on the hooke: and the 


flie ſo long dallyes with che flame, that ſhee is in the ende conſumed 


therein: wherefoze deare friend, leaue theſe fond cogitations, x let not 
the llilie baits of alluring vanit ies ſo intangle pon in the net ol follie, 
that in the ende pou may haue catile to lay, that pou haue bought res 
pentance at an vnreaſonable rate:at lead⸗wiſe, if it be ſo ſtrongly roo⸗ 


ted in pou, that reaſon can not ealily ſhake. it away, conceale not the 
ſame from me, leatt in ſo doing, the cure would not pꝛooue ſo effectual, 


wanting the true knowledge of the cauſe et the diſeaſe, 


Priſcus, nw ſeeing that it was no time to diſlemble with his friend 
knowing it impoſũble to couer the lmoke, that was alreadie burſt into 
a flame, vnlockt the cloſlet of bis choughtes, and diſcouered him ſelfe. 
vnta him in this manner. Sweete Moderatus, I wonder not a litle, 


that you would thus fraudulently (by ouer⸗ hearing my complaintes) 


endeudur to compalle mp lecrets, whereas you might haue ben allured 
(chough that the reuealing thereof has both impaired my ſubſtance, &- 


pꝛetuniced my perſon) that you. could na. ſooner; haue requeſted the 
knowledxetheredf, but that moſt; willingly J would haue imparted 


the ſame vato you, And in that J hate lo long concealed it, it was to. 


my molk vehement and great griefe: foy fire. ſuppzeſſed, burneth 
moze vehement, x water dope, burſketh out with a greater fozce: lo 
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 £f£rowen to ſogreat aftre,chat it hath almoſt burned vp, and conſumed 

deo cynders mp pooꝛe flectible heart. And aſſure pour ſelfe Modera- 

tus, J was not fo ſuſpitious as to miſdeeme of your fidelitie, whole 
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The ſtrange Aduentures 
es, whereat J latelie war med my kancie, is nowe 


faichfull dealing had aſſured me many wayes of your lopaltie: and 
therefoze needed np fitrthertryall, being perſwaded that J had lopde | 
my foundation vpon a ſure rocke, Yet neuertheleſſe, as pou haue verp | 
fitlp compared friendſhip-to honie, ſo I inde pour friendly admoniti® | 
ons, to be ſo bitter and biting, that the veriename thereof, hath almoſt 
ouercharged my queaſte ſtomacke: fo2 the counſell, howlocuer whole⸗ 
ſome, is neuer plauſible, when it feedech not the humour of the coun⸗ 
ſelled. And foꝛ my maladie,J am vnlike to be purged thcreof, without 
that the wozker of my pꝛeiudice miniſter a remedie, no moze then 
Telephus could be curedof the wounde, he receiued of fierce Achilles | 
launce , befoze a plaiſter of the ruſt thereof was put thereunto, to | 
ſalue the ſame : and to leaue off all ambiguities, J am ſo infected | 
with the venime of the Tarantula, that J am almoſt conſumed inthe | 
Tuddes of mine owne pleaſure. Therefoze, deare friend, ſceke not (in 
hope of mp recouerie)to miniſter any thing vnto me, which can wozke 
no other effect, but onely the diminiſhing ol that little eale and reſt J 
haue: but rather ſuffer chy vnkoztunate Priſcus to dye : pea die 
Priſcus, and why liueſt thou to pꝛocure thine owne to2ment, an exile 
to thy csuntrep, a heart-ſoze to thy kriendes, and a vaſlſall to thy ene⸗ 
mies, reſting thus mecamozpholed in perpetuall daunger of thine 
owne perſon: nap, but where wander J, pardon me, good Moderatus, 
in that J haue thus fantaſtically bzeathed foozxth my dꝛeaming ago⸗ 
nies :fo2 herein ſhall pou rather ſinde a lence leſle truth, then a ſenſible 
tale: and albeit hope foꝛbiddeth me to put any canfivence in her, by 
reuealing my paſſions: neuertheleſle, both to dilburthen lome what 
my thzauled minde, and allo to make amendes fo the fault alreadie 
committed, in concealing the fecretes of mp bꝛeaſt thus long from 
you: attend the whole circumſtance of this mp Tragicall diſcourſe, 
and with the concluſion thereof, a violent expulſion of mp vital bzeath, 
from this carefull and viltreſſed carkaſle,ifns hope be left of releeuing 
mp wearyed agonyes. 
Pad A pzouidently pondered that wozthie lentence of the now 
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of the blacke Knight, 


and renowmed Philoſopher T hales Miletius;who; being by mneofhis 
friendes demaunded, how much difference there was betweene a L ye 
and Trueth anſwered, almuch as there is betweene thine eare ann 


thine eye: meaning thereby, that thoſe things are not ever true, which 
by common repo2t are ſpꝛead abzoad, Fot as Maro ſaith ok Fame, 
Nlobilitate viget, vireſque acquirit eundo, fo palling thꝛough the 
mauthes of many, euery one adding a little thereunto, it is in the end 
growen to an intollerable errour: howbeit the Pailoſopher admoni⸗ 
ſheth vs to beleeue thoſe thinges foz trueths, which we lee with our 
epes, and not to be credulous ol thoſe thinges which are blazed: by 
common repozt. Had J oduiſedly weighed this notable ſaping of 
Thales, the bare repoꝛt (bare I map well call it the croppe being not 
worth the ſeede) of Floridas beautie, had not mooued me, being incon⸗ 
ſiderate of my (ate and perſon, thus fondlp from a Bꝛince cms 
lia, to become a vaſſall and a ſlaue to the Gouernour of Liguria, na , 

better man then my ſelfe,andmp Fathers moztall enemie; wherein, 
like an obſtinate and vatoward pouth, J lapd reaſon in water to ſtiepe. 
being too ſalt foꝛ my taite, and foilovzed vabzideled affection, which 
was pleaſant and toothſome in the mouth, though poyſoned venome in 
the mawe, And my Parents, which affhozded me coyne and libertie 
in my youtb, to wozke mine owne pꝛeiudice, will be ſozie to ſee mee 
want both wealth and wiſedome tu mine age. O fonde P riſcus, why 
doeſt thou inueigh againſl thy ſelfe : it is an ill birde that defileth his 
owne neſt and it were thy part rather to amend what es amiſſe, then 
to aggrauate thy offence by reuealing thy abſurd fantaſies, making 
there by thy name mote odious, but nothing helping to bing thee to a 
better fozme of liuing. Oh, but vato what an hereſie am I fallen? 
wherein ſhould J refo2me my ſelfe : haue I not ſuſtained allthis per⸗ 
plexitie, being thereunto enioyned by beautie, which is a thing deuine, 
and which the gods them ſelues obeyed, TUhat is not this the lame, 
that Salomon with his wiſedome could not reſiſt: Hercules with his 
ſtrength could not withſtand: and Alexander, with other mightie 
Manarches of the wozlde, with all their foꝛces and power could not 
ſubdue : what then, ſhould J thinke my ſelfe wiſer then Salomon? 
ſtron ger then Hercules: 02 mightier then Alexander ? No, no, 

Prilcus, beautie commaunded Ger. and therefoze thou mult * 
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11% The ſtrange Aduentures 
we rekoze Priſcus, ſince thou muſt obey, ſummon thy ſentes to a par 
wand arme thy ſelle with courage, to goe thꝛough with ſo notable a 
toꝛie, and be not diſinapbt, ta haue one regulſe at a womans hamds: 
2 Womens thzee nayes be but one yea? reſolue thy ſelfe once moe to 
piead fo2 thy ſelte, & to abme the cenſure of thy deereſt miſtreſle, whe⸗ 
ther it include life oꝛ death. Now then, [wert Mod eratus, that I map 
lap open vnto pour vnderitanding this moſt ſtrange and rare ſtrata⸗ 
reme, knowe that thine vnkoztunate, but cuer conſtant friend; is the 
lame Priſcus, ſonne and heire apparant to the mightte Lothus Ring 
of Aemulia, wha vnvertooke this newe ſhape koꝛ the loue of fayꝛe 
Florida, faire, but pet cruell Florida, whoſe ſharpe cutting arſwers, 
cuen this day, (had J not manfullte withlkoove the violent attemptes 
|-, Ofhotebuminglone)had bene lufficient to giue me my deaths wound: 
ko her bitter and contemptible rep ꝛehenſtons, miniſtred rather oyle 
then water to my flame, and feruent loue, rather then could diſdaine | 
vnto my fancie't loe, here bebolde the figure and ſhape ol him, that 
latelie thurſting fo honour, had mote confidence in a ſpeares poynt 
then in a Schollers penne: the one, thꝛeatuing bluntly his foc with | 
reuenge: the other, flattering his friend with a fewe fine cowched 
woꝛdes, chewing his malice vnder the habite cf friendſhippe: then 
a ſturdie Moꝛglapy fitting his humour, rather then a ſillie wall⸗wa⸗ 
ſhing paultrie penſile: and the managing of a good hozſe in the fields, 
mie pleaſing vnto him, then the courting of a fapze Ladie in a 
chamber, But nowe altogether vanquiſhed and ouercome by Loue, | 
& bond-lave of blinde Cupid, and from a pꝛokeſſed Souldiour of | 
warlike Mars, become a vowed ſeruant of wanton Venus, a [weete 
Laberinth, wherein being entred, a man map ſooner {ole him ſelke, | 
then finde reaſon of hun lelfe: whercſoze gentle and effured friend 
Moderatus, leaue off all perſwaſisns, ſith they be but copriſiues to | 
eate vp olve ſoares, and no lenitiues to aſſwage newe fwellings, and 
ſharpe raſers to cut and launce olde feffered vicers, and ül⸗cured 
artes which pꝛocure treble paine, but ſelbome 02 neuer being eaſe 
to the Patient. :* | 
Pere lighing ſobbes ffopping the paſſage of his ſpeech, the fire 
ek his true affection enflaming his heart, and his enflamed heatt 
diſſalned into dnceſtant toares, hee langullhed, burning in jour — 
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of the blacke Knight. 


bathed in griefe, repoſing all his confivence m Modcratus his fai 
full and louing aduice, the gates of reaſon and vnderſtanding quite 
denying any paſſage vnto (uch impollibilities, and therefoze wal» 
lowing in continuall ſtoꝛmes of freſh imploped grietes, he was altos 
gether dead in lpirite, though little moouing of life appeared in his 
bavie, vntill true · heartev Moderatus awaked him out of his dumpe, 
in this manner. : 
Oh my good, though ifozcunate friend, Priſcus, howe kalleth it 
out, that you haue this long time concealed this your ſecrete flame - 
from pour friend, and thus obſcured rhe bzight beames, not onely of 
your birth and honour, but allo of your wiſepome and vertue, which 
ſo ſhined in pour life and conuerlation, that it dazelev the eyes of the 
beholders, rauiſhed the ſences of the hearers, and ſtroke into admira⸗ 
tion all ſuch as heard but the repozt chereof, nowe eclipſed with ſuch 
a clowde of dichonour, as to deſcend from a mightie Pꝛince, to the bale 
office of a ſeruant, and which is moꝛe ſeruile, to imbaſe pour ſelke thus 
foz the loue of a woman, and not onely to ſoothe pour ſelfe in thele fol⸗ 
lies, but alſo ta exclude the counſell & comłoꝛt of a truſtie friend, which 
would haue bene partaker of all your nuſeries. But as it leemed, ou 
made ſtill a doubt of mine vndoubted fidelitie, ſuppoſing that as the 
hearbe Ambubeia, doeth cloſe at the going downe of the Sunne, and 
ſpꝛead abꝛoad at the riling theres againe: ſo I ſhould be a kriend in 
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= 


.Sunne-Hine pꝛolperit ie, and not in the darke cloude of extremitie : 


but not ſv ſweete friend, the eperation conſiſtes in the matter, not in 
fozme: and ſurely, if J omitted any thing that belonged to the al⸗ 
fice of a friend, it was ignoꝛantly done, and not willingly, oz of ſet 
purpoſe: fo2 J veterly deteſt aud abhozre. thoſe flattering and fained 
friendes, who, reſembling che Amber ſtone, burne outwardlp, and 
freeze inwardlp : oz the barke of. the Ppztle tree in Armenia, 
which is as hote as fire in taſte, and as colde as pce in operation. 
And rather, with the hearbe Amaranthus, which begiuneth ta 
flourih in the winter, when all other hearbes doe becap + ſo J in 
the winter of pour extremities, purpoſe to ſhewe my lelfe, not onely 
a friend, but a bꝛight Sunne thꝛough the thickeſt and dar keit cloud, 
being then aſſured that you doe laue me, if pou repoſe any truſt ano 
ue haue 

made 
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made ſuch a beach ia your minde. your greateſtpollicie were to fudy 
tobe maſter againe of the fozte, which pou haue (with ſo great a de⸗ 
triment ) alreadie loft: and to compalle the ſame, vau ought like @ good 
and careful Captaine, endeuaur to remooue the ſiege tben might you 
boldly affirme with Cicero, that Sublata cauſa tollitur effectus, 
which although at the firit it ſhoulo ſeeme difficult and almoſt impol⸗ 
lible, yet hauing reſolutely determined the lame, you Gould linde 
therein great eaſe, and daily would pour fozces increaſe, and pour 
enemies ſtrength diminiſh : and albeit the taſte thereof would like 
Aloyes ſeeme bitter in the mouth, pet the operation would no doubt 
pꝛooue medicinable & vert haleſam in the maw . And if haningſwals 
lo wed the bayte, there be no other remedie, but to yeeld your ſelfe to 

the mercie of the fiſher,rather then lo, doe as the fiſh Alopex marina, 

who percetuing the hooke to be faſtened in his bellie bit eth off the line 
abone the tackling, and ſo eſcapeth. hat, remember von not the 

pꝛeceptes sf Phocas vnto Louers, who ſapd, they ſhould pꝛeteede in 
their amours, as the Crabbe in going, whoſe pace is ener barkwards, 

that though loue haue fozce like the Adamant, to dꝛawe the ter der 
hear tes of poung Nouices, pet they ſhould be ſpꝛinkled with Goates. 
blood, chat reſiſteth the oper ation, and if you haue not the vertue to be 
chaſte; car rie about pou the hearbe Lupinar, 62 the Topaze ſtone, 

which cooleth deſire. Meigh aduiledly, what great calamities and 
auertbꝛowes haue happened in fozmer ages, not only to the perſon in⸗ 
fected therewith, but alſo to whole Pzouinces and Countrepes, by 
reaſon of the ouer-raging flames of Loue, then ſhal pou ſee how Troy 
and Athens, the one being the Petropolitane and moſt ſumptuous 
Citie of all Aſia, the other, the renowmed fotmntatne, and ſacred wel⸗ 
ſpnng of arte and learning thꝛoughout al Greece, which therefoze was 
called the Puſes habitation, were vtterly ouerthzowen and quite 
conſumed,foz the wanton and libidinous deſire bozne onely to one wo⸗ 
man. Infinite moze examples J could pꝛoduce, but that I thinke this 
fuffictent,to make a conſiderate wiſe man fozlake the moſt beautifull 
and entiſing Lays, and: the copeſt and moſte curious Florida that 
euer was. Nowe haning touched ſome generalities bounding vpon 
reaſon,of great effect to-dilſuade you from this dangerous Laberinth, 
yet let vs goe neerer to the matter and ſpeake particularlie: as __ 

| | CI 


x” ww Ww ee ww YJ 


— 


of the blacke Knight: 


Florida that pou ayme at * whole diſdainefull and cope tountenance, 
fenced with the hatekull trench of ambition and ide, doeth put to ſi⸗ 
lence the bꝛaueſt Loꝛdes of all Italie, fearing to ſpeake, where they 


haue ſo little hope to ſpeede: and will vou then, while pou continue the 
babite of a hirelinq, and remaine as pou ſeeme vnto her, an attendant 


of her Fathers, attempt tocrauethe ſame 5 which the flowze of all 


the gallaunts in the woꝛlde durſt not once make motion foz: J per⸗ 
ſwade me in fo doing, vou are vopd of all hope. It then you make pour 
ſtate knowen vnto her, howe can ſhe linde in her heart to affect her fas 
thers moztall enemie: and howe can pou hope to remaine in lafetie, 
pour like lying in the mercie and power of your deadly foe. And as 


Moderatus would haue gone fozwardes in his perſwaſions, Priſcus, 


who could ſcarce ſuffer him to come to a Period, his ardent velire no⸗ 


thing diminiſhinz by theſe dilſwaſions of Moderatus, but rather like 


the (mall current topped, cncreaſing moꝛe and moe in ſuch ſo2t, that 
from a male contented man, he grewe almoſt lunatike, and then like a 


— 


deſperate foꝛloꝛne burſt foo2th in theſe tearmes. 


Dh good Moderatus, if thon haſt no other ſalue fozmp ſoze, noꝛ 


canlt affoozde me any other comfo2t, ſuſfer me by death to ende this 
wꝛetched life, oz ik thou dillikeſt therewith, ceale to cloye me with luch 
pꝛeſcriptions, the verie name whereof toꝛmentg me moze then a thou: 
land deathes together. 


And whereas pou alledge of the ouerthzow of Athens and Troy, 


pzoceeding from the lone of a woman, true it is, but The ſeus and 
Paris tuſtly made their fr iendes their foes, by the rape ol Helen, who 
was the wife of another man, ſeducing her to infringe her faith and 
honeſtie to her loyal huſband, and therefoze deſeruedly plagued fo2 the 
lame: but J doe indeuour by my vertuous and chaſte loue, bozne to 
Florida, to make mp mozcall enemies my deereſt friendes: and J 
goe about to ſeeke nothing, but that (of right) which ſhonld be mine 
owne. Foz if he, which ſhould bye a thing deereſt, ſhould belt deſerue 
to haue it, I am ſure, pou would iudge me woꝛthie of Florida, who, 
not onely am thus toꝛmented in minde fo2 her ſake, but alſo am daily 
in continuall daunger of my perſon: wherefoze, ſweete friend, ik thou 
loueſt my lite, helpe me to the poſſeſſion of that moſt rare Jewell, J 


meane Florida, whole pꝛeſence is the pꝛeſeruation oł my life, and 
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The ſtrange Aduentures | 

Without the which my carkaſſe is but a denne of dolours, and my life 
hateful and loathſome vnto me. 5 + 

Mith tyis P ritcus concluved, ( verte griefe ſtapping the pallage of 
his voyce) ſo that teares ſtanding in his eyes, his wozdes chocking in 
his chꝛoate, he ſent fooꝛth great guſtes of (calving and heauie ſighes, 
and withall diſtilled from his eyes, ( epes the oftcn mellengers ok his 
gricfes) great floods of ſalt and bꝛyniſh teares. 

Moderatus ſeeing him fo impatientl to beare his careleſſe tala· 
nuties, was verie lozie, and comfoꝛted him all that euer he could, 
pꝛomiling his endeuour to cffecr his deſires, who accepted thereof 
with thankes, and hauing by this ſpent a good quantitie of time in 
debatingof theſe matters, they left the chamber and went abzoad, 
to lee if good foztue would offer them any vppoztunicie to put in pꝛac⸗ 
tile their determinate purpole. 


— 


Florida falleth in laue with Moderatus, her ſecrete meditati⸗ | 
on vpon the ſame. Viros 4 intercepreth her in her ſecret paſsi- 
aus: both leaue the deſolate chamber of Frox 1d A. They fall 

n companie of C ©& NzL1ys the Dukes ſonne, Pris cvs, 
loDtrATys and PANDARINA a Gentlewoman of the 

ouſe of Deualoyes, Pxrscviand PANDAR INARLS dif- 
wutation of Loue: FLoxtoDAs cenſure thereof. The Gentle- 

nen by lotteries chuſe them three Ladies, which ſhould be their 

niſtreſſes for that ycere. Their Muſicke and cenlure of Loue in 
oem. FLoOR1DASs opinion vpon the ſime: theit dauueing- 

Mors entregtie for his friend PARIS CVS to FTo Rt. 

A, her deniall, and offering of fauour to him ſe lfe His Further 

erſwaſion for his friend, and her ſudden departure in great anger. 

Cheir reſolution to conclude that dayes exerciſe to ſuppe toge - | 

her. Pkx1$scyvs departure thereupon. Tacir tepaire co FLo- 

C1DAA Rs chamber, where they tooke repaſt* Chapy, | 


Ode Gentlemen, here you may beholde a perkert 
x {= Dappe of Loues manifolde mileries: Priſcus toz* 
is menteth him ſelfe wich the racking and reſtlefſe res | 
IN ” membyance of the fapze Florida, being wounded 
e vitzh the golden darte of that little and wanton 
e wag,who,as he is blind without fight, is 3 
{ . without 


1 


F. 


ert 
of- 


re⸗ 


ded 


ton 


of the blacke Knight. 1 
withaut Reaſon 2 alwayes endeauouring to, cree 


without fome ſmacke of paine, meaning thereby to trye their ton ⸗ 
ſtancie, thinking him not wozthie of a good Bootie, that” woulde 


giue ouer the purſutte fo2 one charpe ſkirmivge. And albeit thar 


Florida deſuiſed Priſcus, languiſhing in lone, by reaſon of his meane 
eſtate and birth, as ſhe tooke it, pet that mightie god (though blinde) 
Cupid, determining to reuenge the quarrelf of his Champion, that 
had lock the victozie, ceaſed not daily to deuiſe meanes, to maße her 
tafe of that ſharpe ſweete, and pleaſing euill, that fo oft is wont, not 
onely to tozment, but allo to ouerwheime and vanquich pooze per⸗ 
plered Louers, with his inneſtigable fozte of feruent and boyling 
deate. And in the ende finving her (olitarie, he painted bekoze the 
eyes of her remembꝛante, the wozthineſſe ok Moderatus, with his 
marttall pꝛoweſſe, rare vertues, and ſingular excellencie, mm ſo 
much that daylie waving in the deepe floods of fantie, mooued with 
the alpect of his comely Perſonage, which cited her to peelde to ak⸗ 
fection, ſhe, which earſt ſcozned the ſummons of mightie Cupid, 
and diſdained the crewe of wanton Venus, holding in deriſion their 
teares, and carelcſſcly tmiling- at their ſcalding ſighes, which were 


with the ſharpe pꝛickes ol keruent vefire) to offer vp incenſe at the 
ſh2ine of Venus, crauing par don fozher ſolong rebellion anainTrhe 
omnpotencie ol ſo mightte a Ring. And thus continuing a terten time 
tit theſe and lurch like conitartons, iniploying her new veſired kriend ro 
ſome ſeruice in her owne pꝛeltuce, whereby to glut her ſelle with the 
view ol lo rare an obiect, the eyes alone doing the office of the hands 


tongue, as truſtie ſecretaries, and kaithful meſſengers of the effects of 
the mind, Florida thus flowing in the tempeſtuous ſeas of longing aps 
petites, guided by a-maſfer, which delighteth tir the Gipwzacke ol 


them be carpeth, and vanquiſhed with an immoder ate rage of loue, 


"the effectes whereof making her fozgerfullof ber hondur, Wholx ouer⸗ 
tome with chis newe enter tatued no being vety melaticholicke, 


4 | 


into the Con“ 
teits ok the ripeſt and reavyeſt mindes, taking the greater glonte 
and p2ide in his victozies and cenqueſtes, by fo much as they are 
gotten ouer the mightyer Potentates and nobler Perſonages: 
thus minding that his Raightes choulde not obtaine any plealure 


= 
11 . 


" 


— * 


enamoured with beautie, is nowe fo2ced (feeling her ſelke wounded 
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The ſtrange Adventures 


and hating ſeparated her ſelke from companie, ſhe beganne thus to 
complaine. | 

Ah Florida, howe miſerable and inkoztunate art thou, that the 
:Goddes haue endewed thee with beautie, that ſhould be pꝛeiudiciall ta 
thy honour, and creating thee onely daughter to ſo mightie a Pzince, 
thou ſhouldeſt become an epedoze and a blemiſh to all thy Cocke and 
Kinred, by thine owne laſciuious and wenton luſt. Haſt thou reiccted 
the luite of the bzaucſt Courtiers in all Spaine : and nowe not onely 
contented with thy Fathers vaſſall, bur alſo canſt not line without 
that bzatt, that thine owne Parents haue bzought vpof nothing: in 
hauing of thy wiſh, thou looſeſt both thine honour, and doeſt obſcure | 
and blemiiſh the houſe thou camlt off, which once ouerſhadowed with 
the vaile of vice, will beare the [karre thereof during tife. From 
wheace commeth this newe alteration, and paſſions vnacquainted : 
what rebellious deſires be thele, that doe poyſe and weigh thy 
thounhtes, to hammer in thy bꝛaine ſuch chirſtleſſe and vaine imagi⸗ 
nations : ah Florida, what hapleſſe miſerie doeſt thou finde in this 
free pziſon + where pleaſure bath no place, till the friendly foes haue 
dilquieted thy life with a million of painefull tranatles : nowe is the 
time fo2 thee, to reſiſt the hot kir miges and freſh affaultes of that ty» 
rant Loue, befoze that he hath had quiet poſſeſſion within thy minde: 
fo2 being ſuffered to enter by little and little, he will ware fo ſtrong, 
that in a ſhoꝛt time, he will be like to diſpolleſle thee of that little in 

tereſt thou haſt in thy lelke: and then, as the moath in the gar ment, 
and Locuſt in the cozne, it conſumeth his hoaft, and departeth away, 
without any reckoning koz the creſpaſle he hath committed, Then 
Florida conſider, what may they deeme of thee, that earſt had in ad⸗ 
miration thy vertues, and reputed thee fo a ſecond Diana: but the | 
vilelt hypocrite of the wozlde, that would oucrſhadowe thy laſciuious 
appetites ta wanton venerie, with a fained ſhewe of counterket graui⸗ 
tie: and that there wanted in them nothing but ſufficient auvacitie, 
to recouer the ranſacke of thy perſon, and ſy:ple of thine honour. 
TAherefote leaue off this foule folie, that thus doeth diſpoyle chee of 
thy deſired health and contented reft, and ende uour to foꝛget him that 
is the cauſer thereof, At which woꝛdes ſhe peelded foozth a number ef 
ſcalding lighes, and pawled a little thereupon, but againe * 
er 


ber voyce,ſhe beganne thus: 


of the blacke Knight: 


Ah koꝛget him Florida, how karre doe J | 
to roote out his memozie from my heart, that alreadie hath taken 
poſſeſſion therein, in whole conſent oz deniall reſteth altogether the 
tate of my life and honour. Ah Moderatus, Moderatus, the flower 
and mirrour of all martiall pzoweſſe, and the liuely lantherne of per- 
fect nobtlitie,beaucie,and vertue,if we eſtimate the iudgement of that 
learned Laureat, who laid, | 

Non Pater aut Mater reddunt tibi nobilitatem: 

Moribus & vita nobilitatur homo. 

Oh ſweete Moderatus, andtherefoze ſweete, becauſe, Modera- 
tus, it is thou alone that liueſt in me, of whome mp minde onely cons 
cetueth his hope, and the heart his nouriſhment, Alas, that thy woz⸗ 
t hinelle ſhould be the ouerthzowe of mine honour, and thy perfection 
the imperſection of my life, But what, Florida, he that feareth euery 
buſh, will neuer be a good woodel man: and he that will not venture, 
when beautie and vertue commaundeth, (which, though by hard fo» 
tune they be little obſcured, yet like the golde in the fire, wil in the end 
appeare molt rich and glozious,) may well come in my Aue, but ſhal 
neuer come in mp Creede: therefoze J referre the ſequell hercetf 
vnto the deſtinies, to be arbiters in the caule, & reſt reſolued to winne 
02 looſe Moderatus, betide life oꝛ death: fo2 his perſonable and valous 
rous diſpoſition hath giuen my heart the wound, and his vertue and 
bountte mult lalue the ſame, Ah, but fond Florida, Moderatus is too 
wile to come to che filt by the lure : fo2 he will ſuppoſe thy call to be 
but counterket, and thy ſelfe a woman, whole pꝛopertie is to be wonne 
with a nut, ond loft with the ſhell, and cherefoze will reiect thy luite, 


and deſpiſe thy offers, letting his reſt vpon this olde Addagge, Saone 


ripe, ſoone rotten : the hottelt loue is ſooneſt fo2gotten : No no Flori- 
da,feare not, Moderatus is wonne already: foz he that is fo diligent 
and willing to attend thee as aſeruant, will not diſlike to be pꝛeker⸗ 


red to the ſtate of a hulvand, TWherefoze burne not vp vap-light, and 


licepe not long in doubt, fo2 delay bꝛeeds daunger, follow the counſell 


of Ouid, who laid, Cum mora non tuta eſt, ſubdere calcar equo, 
Upon this merie pin, Florida was about to depart out of her cham⸗ 
ber, to lee if good foztune would w her anp.conuenient ans A 
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fexxet my lelke, that ſecke 
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5 % kt put in pꝛactiſe her determinate purpsſe, when Veroſa, the fayze 
daughter of Perdutatus, and ſiſter to Moderatus, entred the chants 


ber, who miſſing her Ladie Florida, and vnderſtanding that ſhe was 
alone in her chamber, maruelled the caule of ber lolitarineſſe, being 
long befoze moze melancholie then ſhe vled to be, Whereupon to 
countenance the matter, the dillembled the paſſicns of her inwarde 
griete, faining her ſelfe ſicke, demaunding of Veroſa what Farre 
there was in Court: who, well knowing the nature of her dilcaſe, 
and that mirth is a great purger of Melancholie humour, thought it 
beſt to be plealant with her, and thus anſwered: Madame verie lit le: 
koʒ your ablence thus long, my Ladie, hath cauſed all to be huſht, 
not one almuch as calling foz a payꝛe of cardes to play a ſet at 
Mae, but euerie one making his looking glaſſe in his kellowes 
face, ſtanding like painted Images, hauing not hing to doe, without 
that with Dominianus, they would catch flyes, becauſe they want 
one to talkruct them in their Leſſons: fa2 our Ligurian Gentlemen, 
are in a manner mote nice and baſhfull then we women, and want 
rather a ſpurre then a b2idle : and therefoze, Madame, J doe thinke, 
if pot woulde Hewe a pleaſant countenance amongeſt them, they 
would, like the Antes, when the Dun entretb into Aries, cheerefully 
creepe out of their comers, wherein lo long they remaines foz dead, 
Florida, ſmiling at this her pleaſant aulwere, beleeuing kaith⸗ 
fully that Veroſa ſuſpected her diſeaſe, and ede ſuſpi⸗ 
cion, ſhe coyned this replie. Z TIO 
J am glad, Veroſa, that du are ſo iocund, and ſurely it ſremeth 
by paur talke, that vou met with a Thampion, that citzer pꝛoeued a 
Daſtarde vpon the fir# incounter, whole cowar diſe ſlirreth vs this 
mirth in pau, oꝛ eis hating plapde the part ofa valiant Captaine, any 
—— — fozte lately beſteged, pou are glad to bee 
wonne by ſuch a wozthit warrionr 2: but ha wloeuer, J knowe you liſt 
not to make me pꝛiuie, neither doe J greatly couet to knowe, becauſe 
my litle (il in that arte, would haply make me giue a wꝛong cenſure 
in the cauſe: but il you come as a friend to innite me, to ſee ſome of 
pour palttmes abzoad, J am well contented to actept of your bid? 


ding, and to viem the ende, tf therd be any acte in playing, wherein, if 
dee your good ore log 


uu be an Actrix, I ſhall reiop 1 
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of che blacke Knight: 
caunterket, and after, J will tell you my minde, whether you be ktter 
(oz the ſage in a Comedie, o a Tragedie. 2 
Verola was not lo groſſe, but that ſhe percetued, chat her Diftres 
| pleaſantneſſe was but to diſemble her Mward paſſions,and albeit her 
| face was full of (mules, pet her heart was full of lozrowes, therefoze 
ſmiling at her conceited vaine, ſhe thought it not beſt to vꝛge her any 
further vpon that text, but thus replyed againe: Madame, ſickeneſſe 
and health be accidents, to the which all liuing creatures be lubiect. 
pet after ſuch lozt, ſubiect, that both can not Dominere all at one 
time, therefoze me thinketh that it is ber ie range, that contraries 
houlde concurre in vou vpon ſuch a ludden: ko; pleaſant diſpoſition 
is the Kalender of a weli tempered bodie gand then, either your licke⸗ 
nelle was but fapned, 02 your mirth nowe but diſſembley, Pet hows 
ſoeuer, ſee it is pour pleaſure to make a ſtale of me, and to frame 
me paur Inſtrument, to argue of what vou like beſt: and J am well 
pꝓlealed it ſhould be ſo, rather then pou ſhould want ol pour will, And 
therefo2e let vs ga ſee, whether there be any acte in p2 aring, ik not, 
in Raume abꝛoad: agreed vpon this point, thep left the ſolitarie cham⸗ yy 
ber bl deſolate Florida, and paſſing though a gallerie going tawardos 
the chãber of pꝛeſence, they might ſee the pong pꝛince Cornelius tan 
ding inja Bap window, which bouaded vpon a very faire garden, and 
in his company priſcus, Moderatus, and another pong gentlewoman, 
which was of the houſe ol Deualoyes, called P andarina, a verie gap 
Dame ſhe was, and noted aboue all che Ladies and Gentlewomen in 
| Courc, foz her ripe wit, and ready g@(wers in all pleaſant diſcourſes, Y 
Now was the in ſome earneſt viſputation with Prilcus, uhereat Cor- 1 
nelius and Moderatus laughed a good to ſee them ſo heated, croſſing 1 
| eachother with pleaſant and conteited quippes. Florida perteiuing ß 
them to be at it indeed ſtood Cil, æ ſmiling ſaid to Veroſa, we haue ſo 
long communed of comedie til at laſt by good hap we met with an art 
in playing : therefoze let v3 dꝛaw nere the ſpoꝛt, leaſt the belt parte be 
| paſt befoze we come: thus Florida, wich moze defire to make a logs =} 
king glaſſe of the amiable cofttenance of her beſt beloued Moderatus, Fi it 
then koꝛ any mind ſhe had to-heare their diſcourſes, appꝛoched to this 
merie company, whereupon pandarina, glancing alide, hapned to eſpie 


them dirt, x laid, well, my lozds, Fa hath ſo wel! aha ; 
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The ſtrange Aduentures 


bio me, knowing me too weake fo; one of vou, much moꝛe ko; ther, 
that all in good time he hath bzought. here my Ladie Florida, and 
miſtreſſe Veroſa, with whole apde J doubt not, but to make my par⸗ 
tie good againlt you all. Priſcus, hearing the Ladie and Miſtrelle of 
his thoughtes named, ſtood as mute, as ik with Perſeus ſhield he had 
bene turned into a lone 2 and J doubt not, if Pandarina had then fol⸗ 
lowed the chale hard, and taken the benefite of her good Fo2tune, but 
the might ealilp haue ouercome Priſcus at that inſtant. But ſhe ra⸗ 
ther defirous to make Florida acquainted with the matter, tooke no 
| heede to his countenauce, which was verie pale, feare hauing baniſhed 
all the blood from his viſace, which Moderatus well noted, and lealt 
[ his friend ſhould be taken-tardie,being dꝛiuen to a non plus, (ik he had 
5 bene eniopned to anſwere any demaund) he interrupted Pandarina 
in her lpeeches, and craued leaue to make repoꝛt of their controuerſie, 
which being obtained, he ood ſo long in opening the matter, till Priſ- 
cus had taken bzeath; and ſomewhat recouered him ſelfe 3; fo2 in this 
lot Moderatus add2eſſed his ſcech to Florida, 

Madame, you came in verie good ſeaſon to ſticcontr a diſtreſſed: 
Gentlewoman, who being ſo hardie and valiant, as it ſeemeth by this 
bolde enterp2ile, in attempting alone to encounter with thzee , who 
thinke them lelues to be no cowardes at armes) it were great pitie 
the ould milcarrie, being charged with an ouer-number, But fo 
my Loꝛd Cornelius and my ſelfc, Miſtreſſe Pandarina alone (hall be 
the Judge, if we played not kapze, ſuffering her without interruption 
(except it were a little laughing, which we could not fozbeare, ts lee 
their eagerneſſe in the cauſe) to combate it out with her firſt cham⸗ 
ion, but ſhe might hardly daue truſted vs (to you. J confeſſe) if 
Priſcus had lolt the victozie. And ſith you are come in ſuch good op⸗ 
poztunitie, vou haue ranſomed a wozthie warriour with peur onely 
pꝛeſence: fo I chinke no man here ſo har die, as to enterpyiſe the de⸗ 
fence ofthis quarrell, if you tooke the contrarie part. But neuerthe⸗ 
leſſe, ſith it is miſtreſſe Pandorinas pleaſure, that you ſhould be ac⸗ 
quainted with the queſtion, thus it was,o2 ſa much in effect. 

As mp Lozd Cornelius, maſter priſcus, and my lelfe ſtood heere 
in this windowe, viewing thꝛough thele calements the fayze pꝛoſpect 
of this delighcfull and pleaſant garden, wondering W 


of the blacke Knight. 


of Nature, the efficient of ſo goodly a thing, welcomming 1 our 
thouzhces. the flouriſhing Ladie ok Spring, that lately was arrriued 
from the hoiZerous Nto2mes of durdie Hyems : delighted thus to ſee 
her ſp2cad abꝛoad her enſigne, fo trimly carm:ſhed with liuely greene, 
we heartily: wiched to march vnder ſo woꝛthie colours, which be the 
tokens and badges ok hope, (hope the onely refirxe of amozous concei⸗ 
ted Gentlemen) as J ſap, we ſoode thus in a Dilemma, as it were 
viewing theſe fayꝛe ſlouriſhing flowers, which peelded foo2th not only 
à lweete and odozike rous ſent, after a pleaſant Apʒill ſhower, but alſo a 
rare and glozious ſia ht, when Phoebus, hating paſt the Equinoctial, 
pearceth the bꝛeaſt of cholericke Aries with his ſhining beames, be⸗ 
ginning to d2ie vp the liluer dewe from the gentle Gilliflower, and 
kweete Roſes, that it ſo rauiſhed our mindes with contemplation 
thereof, that, T thinke,had not miſtrelle Pandarina awaked vs of this 
ſweete and delightfull viſſon, we had (at leaſt⸗wile wiſhed in deſire to 
haue) vnited our earthly bodies, with our mindes, that be of lighter 
ſubſtance and celeſtiall, co the euer⸗beholding of that heauenly and di⸗ 
uine ſpectacle, and there withall haue become humble peticioners to 
the Architectoz of that great engine that we might become attenders 
on the daughter of Inachus, whome Iupiter, afterithat he had com⸗ 
mitted an eſcape with, placed a farre in the heauens, to ſaueher front 
the wzath of luno, Fandarina, ſeeing vs thus to ſtand, as Roode 
Niobe, after the iſſue of Latona had reuenged him lelke vpon her 
thildzen, app2oaching neerer vato vs, ſhe interrupted our Pules 
with this parley. 

My Lopdes, it ſeemeth that you are either verielazie;! 02 looſely 
gien, ik pou haue neither hawke on fiſt abzoad to pꝛocure pour de⸗ 
light,no2 Ladie in Court, vnder whoſe fatour to ſhzowd your ſelues, 
from thele vncouth and melancholie paſſions : fo2 me-thinketh, it ill 
fitteth young Gentlemen to be thus like Anchozites, ill in contem⸗ 
plation, altogether exempt from Uenerte,and Chiualrie, which be the 
two pꝛincipall recreations fo heroicall mindes, boch which, doe ſo de⸗ 
teſt the idle livers, that as the Bees hunt the Dꝛones from their 
hiue, as vnfit members of their common wealth: lo Mars, neuer ac⸗ 
cepteth koꝛ his ſouldier, noꝛ Venus fo2 her ſeruant, any one that knows 
eth not howe to linde him ſelle gccupped, either with warlike exerciſe, 
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W amozous dalliance: wherefoze plucke vy your ſpirites, foptime 
lot can not be had againe, pau map lee che fineft flower ip but a dap, 


and pour time can not be very long, let no baſe thoughtes ouercome + 
poar Pꝛincely mindes, and if Cupid be pour Soucraigne, and that 
che de ſtinie haue decreed, that he ſhall frowne vpon pou, pet beate vas 
loꝛous and rel3lute mindes, and with Hannibal deſpiſe Foꝛtune, then 
lhall pou triumph ouer her with courage, that ſo ouercroweth you, 
being thus giuen outer to idleneſſe. 

- Dp Lozd Cornelius awaked with this hot ſkirmidge, out of his 
plealant meditation,anſwered her thus: Gentle Pandarina, Jpzap 
pou, when you play with your little dogs, fox then vou are not idle, to 
whom do you bequeath pour ſeruice,to Mars 62 Venus* whercat we 
all fell co ſuch a laughter, that we made miſtres Pandarina verie ans 


Brie: and becauſe my Loꝛd pꝛoceeded no further in this argument, 


Which I thinke, was with that one wozd fully finiſhed, M. Priſcus bes 
ing a good tennile-player,tooke it at a rebound, & then went fozward 
wich it, thus: J marnel very much, miſtres Pandarina that one ofſo 
Food a iudgement as vou be, ſhould be ſo farre ouerſhot in a matter lo 
pertinent to pour lex, as the ſeruice of ſo honozable a Ladie as Venus 
is, to cocluve,that becauſe we were tole, therfoze we were not in loue, 
when as onely in being idle, we bequeath our lelues wholly thereunto, 
being then in contemplation of the hie myſteries of ſo great a Oeitie, 


| 0 impzinting in our thoughtes the Idea of our miltreſle liucly counte⸗ 
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nance, and reuoluing in our minds che happieſucceſſeof our deſired as 
mours, where as otherwiſe, being as you would haue vs occupied, al⸗ 
beit in parling with our beſt beloued, yet do not we lone ſo feruently : 
fo? that then our eyes is occupied with that office, which being abſent 
and ſolitarie, our minds hearts do execute: therefoze the fruit ul el⸗ 
fectes of loue, being either in the eyes oꝛ heart, J referre to your own 
tudxement, in which of theſe two parts of the bodie true loue doech 
conliff, It in the cies oꝛ tongue as it ſeemeth pou would haue it, FJ cons 
kelle J am in ane rroʒ: but if otherwiſe, true lone lieth in the heart, as 
it doeth indeed, then in being lolitar ie, the mind is moſt occupied, and 
ſo the perſon exempt kr om laboꝛs, oꝛ idle, (as yon terme it) is alwayes 
moſt in lone, And if all this is not able to perſwade you to beletue a 
truech, pet reiect not Ouids pꝛinciple, who being Malter * that 
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Arte cenſured thus of ivleneſſe : | 

Ocia ſi tollas, perire Cupidinis arcus, 
Contemptæque iacent, & ſine luce faces, 5 
Pandarina ceuls [carce ſuffer him to come to a Colon, much leſſe 
to a Period, but fretting with great anger, did roundly cut him off in 
the midſt of his tale replying againe ſo effectually to the matter, that 
I thinke,if her cauſe had bene good, ſhe would haue ouer-matched vs 
all: what her ſpeaches were, J can not remember, both fo2 that my 
memoꝛie is verie ſhoꝛt, alſo becauſe the ſubſtance of the cauſe groun⸗ 
ded vyou au arte, whereof J am altogether ignozant: thus Madame, 
you haue heard the cauſe of contention, iu ſuch ruve maner as J could 
beſt deliuer it. Aud J dare be bold to ſpeake thus much in the behalle 
of Priſcus, that fo2 his part, he will refer re the iudgement ol this de⸗ 
bate vnto pour Ladiſhip, albeit Nature doeth binde you to be partiall 
therein, in reſpect his aduerlarie and you be ofthe ſame ſexe. 
Moderatus hauing thus finiſhed his ſpeaches, Jreferre to pour 
iudgements, amozous gentlemen, who haue wel experienced the palli⸗ 
aus of languiching louers, whether Florida was not in an extaſie (02 
ioy to heare him, that the loued as her owne ſoule, thus clarklp diſcp⸗ 
pbering of the qualities and nature of Loue .: hoping that he could not 
beſo perfect in the arte, but that experience had taught him his pꝛin⸗ 
ciples, and that probatum eſt had bene his guide, directing bis com» 
palle by lo good a leuel, being allured alſo, that if euer he had taſted of 
the rinde of the tree he would reach at the fruite. And therefoze hoped 
that he ſhould nat need to be the plaintife in this ſute, herein being 
a defendant, he meant to ſuffer a recouerie before he could haue time 
to be non ſute in his action. And ou muſt imagine gentlemen, that 
priſcus was not idle all this while: foʒ albeit his tongue walked not. 
yet his minde neuer eealed from thinking, his heart from panting his 
eyes onely executing the office of the tongue, ſo that I thinke no part 
of Floridas bodie was vnuiewed and looked cucr. a million of times; 
pꝛeſenting euery looke with a ſigh, and euerie ſigh miniſtring a thous 
land doubtfull Dilemmas, what the ſequel of his attempted enters 
pꝛiſe would pꝛooue, ſo that thus bathing him lelle in a ſea of conlu⸗ 
ſed thoughtes, betweene hope and deſpaire he reſted ſpeechleſſe fo2 the 
time ta attende the concluſion of their tegunne talke. Cornebus, 
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Pandarina and Veroſa were not at this time altogether aMeepet 
En Cornelius had an eye to the gallant beautie oł poung Veroſa, who 
in reſpect thereok, was matchlelle, and almoſt of an incomparable ex⸗ 
cellencte, her vertuous and modeſt conuerlations being oznaments to 
deckt the reſt with a moſt gracious fauour, that this poung Saint 
endewed with all thele qualities, wanted her peere in all the Dukes 
Court, Pandarina, narrowlp ſurueying as well the goodly perſonage 
of Priſcus, as alſo his gentle diſpoſition, and readie ſharpe wit come 
mixt with modeſt grauitie, had a great combate in her mind between 
Loue and D.ſoaine, hammering in her bꝛaine a million of fooliſh fans 
taſies, to be reſolued on the ſequell thereof, Thus while Moderatus 
was occupped in ſpeaking openly, the reſt were not exempt from ſe- 
cret and pꝛiuate thoughts, Veroſa onely excepted, who ſpent the time 
onely in giuing attentine eare to their talke, being altogether eyther 
ignoꝛant 02 careleſſe of the fantaſticall humours of dzeaming louers. 
And after that Moderatus had concluded his begunne ſpeeches, Flo- 
rida ſweetely ſmiling, deſcanted ſomewhat vpon the matter, allowing 
the benterous courage of Pandar ina, not diſallowing the lubtill rea* 
lonings of Priſcus, referring the equitie of the cauſe to them that had 
better ſkil in the arte, then her ſelfe, And hauing thus ſpent ſome part 
of time in realoning pro & contra, at laſt they agreed betweene 
them ſelues, to paſle the reſt of the time in ſome merie exercile, to 
recreate their mindes withall. Cornelius b2ake ſilence thus: becauſe 
we be three men, and vou ſo many women, we will, either of vs by lot, 
ſee which of pou will happen to be each of our Ladies, and as it then 
kalleth, ſo ſhall it continue fo2 this peere: that is, the woman ſhall call 
the man ſeruant, and the man ſhall call the woman Ladie and Py⸗ 
ſtreſſe. And when they had all conſented to this, the thꝛee Gentlemen 
ſeparated them lelues from the reſt of the compante, and Cornelius 
choſe to him ſelfe fo2 a fained name, (to take his chaunce in this lot» 
terie) Troylus: and priſcus named him ſelke Hector, and Mode- 
ratus tooke to name VIyſles: and fo returning agame to the compa⸗ 
nie, they diſcouered their boꝛrowed names: and then Veroſa,becaule 
ſhe was poungeft, was appointed to haue the firſt choyre, who hauing 
heard theirnames;ſhe (aid thus vnto them; p Lozd Cornelius, and 
the reſt of the gentlemen, vou haue cholen names wozthte your lelues: 


the 


nowe no time to refuſe what Tell 2 lot. Then quoth priſcus, let 


r the blacke Knight, 


the irt, being the flower of all Knichthood m the wojlv'2 the ſerolid, 


a perfect myꝛrour of a true and faithfull Lover 2 and the third, the 


own ſweet ſucking Babe. U)erfoze,my ſelle being pong, the vong⸗ 
eſt.beſt agreech with my yeeres : and ſo J chuſe fox my ſeruant, (th 
it is your owne pleaſures ſo to tearme pour ſelues) Troylus, Cor- 


ncbus,who had taken that name, ſapd then, Ladie and Miſtreſſe, you 


muſt kille me foʒ earneſt, oꝛ elſe the bargaiue is not bound: whereup⸗ 
on, after a little modeſt baſhfulnefſe, that part was finiſhed, And then 
Florida, who was aſſented to haue the ſecond place, beganne thus: 
Vlyſſes by his wit and pollicie, did moze benefit the Grecians in their 


tenne peeres ſiege cs the Citie of Troy, then Achilles with all his 


manhoode,and helpe of his Myrmidones, and J had rather that my 
ſeruant ſhould keepe him Celfe out of the daunger, as Vlyſles : and 
thouxh vling his tongue oftner then his Target.yet doing moze good 
therewith, then others the ſtouteſt war riours did with their ſhields 
and launces. And were J aſſured of my chance in this my choyce, Y 
would (ap with the daughter of Icarus, Penelope comnx ſemper 
Vlyſsis ero: and therfoze let my Sernant be Vlyſſes. And when 
herewith the had concluded, Moderatus with good grate laid thus : 
Madame, pour happe was the wozſe to make ſo bad a choyce, but ſith 
it was pour lot, if it be pour plealſure to aſſent thereunto, let me Kilſe 
pour ropall hand in token of pour entertamment: to which demande 
ſhe willingly aſſented, being glad of her chance, and well pleaſed wich 
ber chopce,thouxh modeſtie foꝛbade her publikly to diſcouer the ſame, 
Then quoth Pandarina, (allotted laſt to make chopce, becauſe ſhe was 
eldeſt) pou haue ſo pollitikely vſed the matter, that J could not rake 
my foztune, in chooſing my lelfe which ould be my leruant, but J 
am contented, (ith it was my chaunce to light vpon one, without any 
ind1Trie of mine owne, to gitte him the beſt entertainment J can. 
And A am glad J haue met with one ſo valiant as Hector: fo2 when 
all chifts faile, he wi lnot ſtick to combat fo2 his M iſtreſſe: and J wel 
aſſure you, mp Ladie Florida, if pou had heard his pollitike and ſub⸗ 


till reaſonings ere-whiles, pou would haue iudged him to be a ſetond 


Vlyſſes ꝛ but howſoener pollitike oz valiant, o2 though neither, it is 


your 


true lantherne of all Ciuill pollicie: and fo2 wiſedome, Mercuries 
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with all the wit and ſtrength he hath : whereapon hautng bound the 

- - bargaine with a kinde Conge, that acte was concluded. And J ſups 
pole none to be difpleaſed with his chaunce, without that Priſcus re⸗ 
mained dilcontented foꝛ that he had not obtained Florida foy his Las 
die and Miſtre ſle, in whoſe handes lay the ſentente of bis life 02 death, 
but neuertheleſſe he was well faciſſied, his ſrit ud hauing that rome 
which he deſtred him ſelle, boping nowe that Moderatus vpon this 
newe accident, ſhould haue a moze conuentent oppoztunitie, to open 
the matter at large vnto Florida in his behalfe, and by that meancs 


be might the rather obtaine ſome comfozt in his proceedings. Theſe 


gay Cour tiers being at this time all a-mozte, not a wopd vttered by 

anp, each one hammering in his bꝛaine a theuland deuiſes fo? their 

newe entertained paſſions, in the end Priſcus vetie faintip, fo) reedes 

muſt be be laintie that was ſiered with luch a bꝛaud, quaking like the 
alpine tenſe fo2 feare of offending, yet animated with martiall courage 

to attempt, chinking it too great a cowardiſe not ts dare to ſpeake, at 
laſt brake ſilence thus: Noble Prince, faire Ladie, with all you the 
reſt that be of this companie, the pꝛiuiledge of mp pardon claimed and 
bad fo my pꝛeſumption in offering (without leaue) to make any mo⸗ 
tion befoze them, chat Nougbt aud doe obey with renerence, ſith that 
we haue hitherto beſtowed all this afternone in honeſt recreations, 
which hath ſome what refreſhed our mindes with the exertiſe thereof, 
pet as the Hy perborei, which be of the ſtrongeſt ſight, in the ende are 
become blinde in beholding the bzightacs of the ſun, though at the firſt 
light they were able to endure the ſame: ſo we, without ſome change 
of exerciſe, will ſoone wearte our lelues. And therefoꝛe to chaunge our 
diets krom theſe winter nights crerciſe, wherewith we haue alreary 
begun, co ſich as ſhal be fit theſe fayze ſommer dapes, ⁊ ſu to tud this 


dates merriment with muſike might very wel agree with the quality 


ot the com pante, and condition of the time: and fo that my Lat p Flo- 
ridas Chamber wanteth not ſtoꝛe of inſtruments, me thinketh, by her 
{eave; that to be a ſiete place to ſolemnize the lame: whereunto they 
all agreed, and being come to the place; all ſet in eʒder, it was an res 
that euerx one ſuauld ling a long with his one Inu rument, 
Is 3 | | 0 


— — 


| 


n 
s 
* 
4 
r 


eu TO ee eo Un 


— 


9 ew oO COB WMS &t 0 ww 65©Hy 


Howe with loues frowne they ſerme.likedampaed ghe 


—— 


the Pinie thouly beginne ici, and la acurcgene ornerip necppdeftd 
the pꝛiozitie of their ages, ſo that by this ſentence Vcrola muſt bes 
ginne, and the fert inuf be aniozous, az elle the ler mon can not bee 


Canſong; 


. 


Nd miſt the P unie that learned Gammut ſcant, 
Muſe vpon Crochets trebletl oft and oft: 
Or who of Arte the perfect groundes doeth want, 
To iudge thereof, ſhall he then clime aloft? 
No, no: of trueth his cunning prooues but vaine, 
Ando herein ſhall I ſuch merite gaine. 


But ſeeyng your doomes is a commaund to ſpeake, 

Iwill not ſticke, (yet blame me not therefore. 

I I doe erre) for that my {kill is weake, 

So that of right the blame is yours the more, 
Appointing her of colours Iudge to be, 11 
Wha being fo blinde, can therein nothing ſce, 


mu — 


I "6m in 
For Cupids craft, euer fronted with a ſmyle, 3 
Hath neuer pierſt my panting virgins breaſt, „ 
For I abhort᷑e the Caytiffes crafty. Wyle. 
Wherewith the Louers fond are euer oppreſt. 
I wiſh my friendes neuer for to prooue ſuch fate, 
Leaſt vnto them repentance conimeth tos late. 
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For to repeate the Louers dreaming thoughtes, 9 
If skill to me had taught the ready way, of 


de. dere E much, and eke would make you ſay, 21 Me 
That I a foe were to humanitie, | 
Therefore with-this,I crauc excuſed to b 
* 
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to them all, and lo 
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The ſtrange Adventures © © 
made an ende of her ſong, made lowe obeyſaunce 
en returned to ber-fozmer place againe, And Cor- 
nehus, becauſe bis turne was next, called fo; his Lute, and befoze 
be began, thus he ſpake: Piſtreſſe, how falleth it out, that ſo faire a 
Gentle womanok pour time, ſhuld be thus given, J fear. me, you wil be 
a Nunne,if pou reſt in this opinion a while: take heede, your err out 
is great, and ik you repent nat in time, pour penance will be the grea⸗ 
ter, 02 els pour time in purgatoꝛie muſt be double: fo2 J know well, 
Cupid is too mightie to be thus l koꝛned of vou, who voeth not vie to 
pardon wilfull offences ? and ſurely, Miſtrt ſle, if you continue in this 
— Jam fozie that J baue met with one ſo blinded: with 

eue. 1 e 

Veroſa, bluſhing with modeſt Hamefaſtnelle, ſaid, pardon mee 
mp Lozd, in that J baue ſpoken my minde, as by pour commaunde⸗ 
ment and the rel? of the compante, J was appointed, and ſurely J 
thinke, what J baue ſpoken to be rather an errour then an hercſle, if 
it be any-offence at all: but though it were neither, and that all J 
lpake ſhoꝛtld be an vndoubfed truech, yet would J recant therein, ras 
ther then looſe ſo honourable a Seruant: And lyth you haue thus 
like a ghoſtly father giuen me alpirituall counſell, peu haue heard 
my confeſſion, and J am ready to-perfourme any penance, that vou 
will enicyne vpon mefo2 my fines: By this, Cornelius Lite being 
come, the company requeſtep that a good concoꝛd of his inſtrument 
might perkect that confd2mitie which was tn his Piltrefle 2 whereat 
Cornelius, being nothing diſple aſed, hauing tuned his Lute, warbled. 


* Verolibmin 


out this enſuing Dittie, 


CONELTVS fong: 


Ho aymes at honours worthy name, 
And coueteith renowmed fame, 
In no-wiſe can theteto aſpyte, 
Without the ayde of Queene deſire. 
Oh mighty Cupid, Venus boy, 
Accept of mine vnfayned ioy. 


' ths: 


of the blacke Knight: 
She fits triumphfant in her ſeat, kh 
And foes with furious lookes doeth threat, 
Which do blaſpheme with-wordes vynmild;: 
Againſt het ſelfe and bonny child, 

Oh mighty Cupid; Venus boy, 

Accept of mine vnfayned io). 


A child, whoſe force and mighty hand. Aim 
The great God Mars could not withſtand - en 
That burneth like a lampe of fare, | 208 29% 
In fleeyng thoughtes wing'd.with deſire, 

Oh mighty Cupid, &c. 4 


i MY. tdi. - 4. 


Whoſe ſhining beames doeth plainly Chow, 
The ready way for them I trow, 

For to aſpyre to dignitie, 

If loyall Louers they will be, 

Oh mighty Cupid, &c, 


Lo, here behold the honeurs due, 

To amorous hearts that will be true, 
But who diflodgeth from his bowre, 
Shall ſoone perceiue his rodde is ſowre, 


O mighty Cupid, &c, 


adi > aa a *.. oof. An CE. Ec , . 


And that he may with force confound, 
Each living wyght that goeth on ground; 
All you that doe this God deſpiſe, 
Flyefrom his reach if you be wiſe, 

O mighty Cupid,&c, 


But he that mean*th not to diſdaine; ' 
For pleaſures ſake to take ſome paine, 
Ioyne with the reſt that amorous be, 
And to his Court to gaine;your fee. 
Oh mighty Cupid, VEnus boy, 
Accept of mine vnſained ia, - Cornelius 
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The ſtrange Aduentures 
Ornelius hating warbled out this Dittie, with 


1 C a lmiling tou · 
1 = cenance, bade them all bee merrie: and Florida, mhoſeconrſe 
if was next, called fo an Jultrumenc,and.in the meane time ſpalte 
thus to Cornelius, Mp Loꝛd, you haue pleaded ſa cunningly koz pour 
great Maſter Cupid, that ſure pou deſerue a double fee: and no mar⸗ 
uell, fo as it is laid, Animo volenti ail eſt difſicile and leaſt we 
ould ſpend ſo much time in reaſoning, that we ſhould want day to 
finiſh our begun exerciſe, I beleerh · Clio to he mine appe; and there 
withall hauing ſtretcheyche ſtrings of her Jaſtrument to the higheſt 
note, the lweetely chirped out this Ode. 


FLORIDAES fons,.. 


L 


JT Atecly when Aarott drewe 
LCurtayne, which was darke of hewe 
Which vnſpred ſhewed light, 

That couered was by Lady nyght? 
And bluſhingly diſcoueted ay, 
Her loues bed wherein ſhe lay, 
Then Titan lordly-n his ſeate, d 
Dryed vp moyſture with his heate, 
And chaſed hath the vayle dare, 
Of racking clowdes for his parke: 
Fiſhes ſwamme in ſiluer ſtreame, 
And J vnripped ſeame by ſeame. 
Circumſtance of natures mould, 
Which rare ſeemed to bebold. 
Gazing thus with eyes of minde, 
There I could nothing finde, 
Which pleaſed not curious eye, 
And therewithall I gan to ſpye 2 
Narciſſus that was ſo fa yr. 
With his golden lockes of hayre, 
Which of late had ſcorned all, | 
That were bent to Cupids call, 
Viewing there the water clecre, 1139 


Where his beautic lid appeales: © +: An 


oh theblickeKnight: - - 
He thought it. bad another beene. 55 
Whoſe like before he neuer had ſeene. AS 
Thinking to'embrace a ſhade, blen HEN XN P 
(That ofa ſubſtance ſcorne had made) = / W 
He conſumꝭ d in loues deſire) | Jl | toe 11 
| Of ſuch force is Cupids Ire, „„ 0s, dd Fan be 
That prepares the bed of woes, | E 
To all ſuch as be his foes, 
And to intrap, he ſnares doeth lay, "I 
Such as doe him diſobey,.. \tio beter 
When I ſawe his doome ſo dyre, „blickt 
To tuch as defpiſ'd his fire: 1 
At his flame I thought to warme, 
Leaſt I catchẽd the greater harme. 
Then in haſte I came away, 
Like aſpyne leafe quaking ay, 
For feare of the mighty God, : As ee 
That all tlueatned wich his rod, 
That euer would dſloyall be, 
To his Mothers progenie, | ar iin 
Hu iudgement pronounced was, 12 $14 AR 
With ſuch terrour,that alas; | 
I heare it ſound in mine care, 
Moouing body-to pale feare, i 2 
Leaſt I ſhould' ihcurre his lre, POR he ety * 
Which might yeeld me chiefe deſite. 
HIS a haning warbled duer this Ode very de EO res 
and Moderatus, who was to follow 3 bis 1 ready koꝝ the 
purpoſe, ft boarded his Lady and Miſtreſſe with this pꝛeamble +: 
Sapho was neuer mozc pocticall in her Mules, no2 cunning in her 


mulical Inſtruments then a pu, Madame, pʒooued pour (elle, this 
te P 


* 


ſo rare demonſtrat: on 0 alt rxcell nt Poet, and exquiſi 
And albeit that it 18'a greater diſcammendation then pzaile, to bee 
commended of an ill Dzatour, yet pardon me, fox that J do mp goon 
will, and trueth neuer delerueth blame: a and therewithall | 
foꝛ any replie, hgb ay with: a 25 lolt * 
this Canfang, began With. le vopce, 


„ 


The ſtrange Aduentures 
Moderatus ſong, 


NV" golden Titan did the Ram forſake, 
And warmed the Bull with force of greater heate, 
Then foorth I walked the pleaſant ayre to take, 
Glad when I heard the filly Lambes to bleate. 
Pleaſ'd to behold the ſtormes of winters ire, 
(With quiet calme) at laſt for to expire. 


4 
* 
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As thus I muſed ynder the filent ſhade, 
Ihe chirping birdes chattering their harmonie, 
Pleaſant ſlumber my fences did inuade, 
And then I heard a voyce that lowd did crie, 
Woe worth the time that I did yeeld conſent, 
To lawleſle Loue, which now Ido repent, 


The golden ſhaftthat pearſt my panting breaſt, 
Came from the quiuer hang at blind Cupids fide, 
Which hath ſo full bereaued me of reſt, 
And therewithall againe he lowdly cryde, 
Woe worth the time that I did yeeld conſent, 
To lawleſſe Loue, which now I doe repent, 


Phacbus reflecting beames from poliſhed glaſſe, 
Yeeldes not more liuely ſhewes then doeth her face, 
That is the cauſe of this my harme, alas, 
Well may Ifay, being hopeleſſe in her grace, 
Woe worth the time that I did yeeld conſent, 
To lavleſſe Loue, which nowe I doe repent, 


Whereat I wak*t, but nothing could I yiewe, 
Which made me thinke a viſion it ſhould be, 
And ſtraight Iroſe to ſee what would enſue, 
And then a nouell ſtrange L to me, 

A frozen man being in a fierie flame, 


= 


Another fryed in froſt, (woe worth the ſame) 


Afore 


of the blacke Knight" 
Afore I could the meaning vnderſtand, n 


This ſtrange Aenigma vaniſhed quite „ 1 = 
Whereat amazed much I then did ſtanlſſ . N 


Thinking that wofull wyght did lately ſay, 
Wo worth the time that I did yeeld conſent, 
Jo lawleſſe Loue which nowe I doe repent. 


P Andarina being readie to take her turne in this muſical paſfime, 
would not leeme to let Moderatus ſkill in Muſicke and Boetrie 
vncenluted, and therefoze thus (he laid: Maſter Moderatus, pou 
began ſo poetieall, perſiſted ſo muſicall, and ended fo ſophiſticall, that 
it is hard to indge, whether you be a ſouldier of Mars, oz a ſeruant of 
Venus, but if I be a good interpyeter of dzeames, Morpheus fauous 
red pou highly, in giuing you lo gentle a warning, ſhewing befeze pour 
face a plaine demonſtration of the daunger, befoze you vndertooke the 
charge: and it is alwayes thought, that altogether, oz fo the molt 1 
part, one dꝛeameth ot that thing,. which he had moſt in memozte before \þ 
be ſlept, whereby it plainly appeareth, that the ſame which pou lþ | } 
in the perſon of another, was altogether appꝛopziated vnto your ſelfex 
but ik pou ſap, it is not an opponents part to diſtinguiſh a quelfionpzo® 
poled, pardon me good ſir, pour darke deſcription thereof made mee 
thus much to delcant, to ſee if I did conceine pour meaning, befoze we 
ſhould pꝛoceede any further. | | 
Moderatus a litle mooued with Pandarinas coftructis of his ſong, 
was about to replie, but Florida perceining the alterationothis co dur 
to grow of choller, beleuing that this dark e obſcure narration ok his 
mind touching loue, was only to blind the reſt, leaſt thei ſhuld conceine 
bis mine towardes her, being very glad, thinking that he was onelp 
mooued, when his ſcarre was touched, plaid the moderatoz in diſpu⸗ 
tations betweene them, laying, Concludat iniuria finis, I pꝛap pon 
let vs not ſtay all day in arguing, leaſt it ſhould be a meane to hinder 
our mulicke, and therewithall cooke Moderatus by the hand, and ſaid, 
Pacifie pour ſelfe gentle Spꝛ, (foꝛ Miſtreſſe Pandarinas cenſute is 
but one Ooctoꝛs opinion) and teſerue what poi had to ſpeake nowe ca 
a further diſputation of all theſe matters, and ſo willing Pandarmma 
to pꝛoceede in het charge, ſhe (ate 3 pandatina betooke he 
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Had ouerſpred the ſubtill ſoyle, 
molt liuely to be ſcene, 


No vit could chuſe but wonder much, 
to ſee ſuch gallant Dame, 

Attyred ſo gay with Maieſtie, 
belonging to the ſame. 


She trac'd abroad with pompous pace, 
and troupes of royall trayne, 
Both male and female followed her, 


the Þ rince and Country-ſwaine, 


Each one ſo placed in his degree, 
as beſt did fitte his ſtate, 

Some pleaſed with his happy chance, 
{ome curſed his frowning fate. 


Before her went, but dare I ſpeake, 
what there I did beholde: 

A Princely youth, a mighty King, 
a God both ſtout and bolde. 


His amber Jookes ſo gaily twyn'd 

| like cryſped wyers of golde, 
His beauty ſo rauiſhed my wittes, 
can it not vnfold. 


In one hand he did beare a bowe, 
the other carryed fire: 


chat ſeru .d not Queens deſire, 


. 
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and hauing tuned it tu her minde, the began to ling 


thu 
Hen Flora flouriſhediin her prime. 


Which would conſume the ſtubburne ſorte, 


of the blacke Knight?" 
And at his ſide a quiuer did hang, + 
wherein was arrowes twaine: 
The one with golde full finely typt, 

that Louers vſe to paine, 


The other leaden headed was, 


which makes diſdayne in heart's 
Who ſo is towch*d with this, of Loue 
ſhall neuer feele the ſmart, 


He winges did beare, in token that 
who did his fauour require: 

That he ſhould beare 1 minde, 
and wing'd with high deſire. 


But laſt, which doeth not payne me leaſt, 
the worlde to him was dare: 

He could not ſee to giue to each, 
according to deſart. 


Thus marched Flora in her e. 
chiefe Actrix of the 3 : 

And miniſtred matter to the reſt, 
delighting in the ſame, 


She is the frute of pleaſant Ver, 5 
moſt liuely to be ſeene: 

Which glads the hearts of youthfull wyglits,— 
and beautifies the greent. 


dhe matter yeeldes to Cupids mates, 
for to effect their joy 2 


And he delightes within her bower, 
her company to enioy. 
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This vnitie betweene theſe twaine, 
did boyle the feruent mynde, 
And made each liuing thing to cleaue 
by Nature to his kynde. . 


— OAT” in eos 


The God of Lone did fancy force, 
and Flora frute did yeelde, 

Conuenient to cc the ſame; 
twixt pleaſant groues in ſielde. 


Wherefore by heapes the Amorous troupes, 
reſorted to the place: 


And followed ſtill this Princely crew, 
their pleaſures to embrace. | 


Whoſe Maieſty when I beheld; 

and ſtately countenance, 

Not Mars in field ſeemed ſo ſtout, 
with warlike bloody launce, 


For preſently he vaunc'd kim ſelfe, 

vnto a ſtately throne, 

More gorgeouſly then cuer-waswrought, 
in timber or in ſtone. 


It was emboſſid with bordering bowes, 
and brancht with knots of greene, 
No wyght by arte could frame thelyke, 

but flouriſhing Flora Queene, 


About this ſeate where Cupid fate, 
the chyrping byrdes did ſing, 
And his Venerian Clyents cke, 
a dolefull knell didring, 


Some merrily'did laugh and ſport, . 
poſſeſsing heartes deſire, 28 And 


ꝗ6ꝗ6—wL. r — 


And others cryed for equity, 


of che blacke Knigtt. 
being {korched with his fire. — : X 
This Chaos of confuſed ſport, Io . 


did make me much to mule, . 1 
If that I ſhould this God adore, 
or ſo to doe refuſe. 


As thus I ſtood, not yet re ſoluꝭd 
what courſe therein to take, 

Thad a ſummons to his Court, 
my fealty to make. 


Then did I ſeeke to wreſt by force, 
his will for to withſtand, 

All that I could, I ſtriufd : yet was 
to weake my faynting hand. 


Loe I which erſt their follyes blam*g; 
am now perforce conſtrain'd, \ 

To yeeld ebeyſance at his barre, 
which late the ſame diſdain?d. 


Wherefore I burne, and ſo muſt all 
that dallieth with the flame, 

Euen as the Flie turning about; 
is pertſhed in the fame, 


M Pandarina (quoth Priſcus, whoſe turne was next) A 
being once almoft aſwozne foe to Cupid and his Lawes, your 
molt rare and excellent diſcourſe hath nowe altogether retlay⸗ 


med me from mine er rour, and wholly. recanting mine herelle, with 


no lee then a ſozrowfull and penitent heart, hoping a jutt abi hurt 


tofollow ſo open and franke a confeſſion : and thercwithall hauing tu 
ned his inſtrument to his minde, he lolemnelp delcanted vpor 


enſuing Ditty, . 
D. 3. Priſcus 
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PRISCVS ſong, 
Vi Titan gan the Cranckefor to aſcend, | 
And touch 0 the point ecliptihe in the ſłie, 
EFEäach thing on earth did then him ſelfe defends 
Euen from his parching beames, that did welnye 
Conſume all things, (with violent force otheate,) 
That walkt abroad in this terreſtrial ſeate. 


Princes did keepewithintheirprincely bowres, 
With bowes of greene their chambers hanged were. 
W herein they dallied with their paramours: 

The windes lay ſilent in their concaue ſphere. 


All ſought that niglit dns take cheir caſe, 
Ofragin o heate the fur ik to appeaſe. 


The ſillie ſwraynes (wo is me, the ſillie {wayues) 
Vndera Pine in ſilent ſnade dicreſt, 
Abrcſt,which reſtlefleſtilmy poore SI paynes, 
Wherewith cuen now my carkafleis oppreſt: 
Vaowitting then their ſeexets I ouer-hard, 
To what I did not taking good regard, 


Ixwas the great God Pans feſtiuallday, 

When ſhepheards quaint do plod it vvith their linde; 
Ot ruſticke pipes they made a conſort gay, 

To honour Pan each ſportthey cald to minde: 


Thus they did banket with their muſicke rude; 
W heato ado lame my ſelle I did intrude, 


W herewhen I did intrude, my heart L pa vn'd, 
For floating fame did fill mine cares with praile, 
Ot Venus ecre,whoſe becke isacommaund, 
1 elire that is a ſpurre alwayes. | 


Fee would) did prickꝭ my wounded mine?) 
t in her ſight) that no where caſe] finde. 


A 


of theblackeXnight.” | 
| Acombat ſtraight within my ſelfearoſe, WY 
Ofchat I ihould yeeld voto Queene deſite, 
| Knowing that fame is partiall as ſhe goes, 
Jol mignt fall in ſeeking to aſpire. 
Then Ladie Loue ſaid that I muſt obey: | : 70 
W bich ſentence paſt, I durſt not make delay, 
Fortune thus framẽd the plotto mine amoy, 
Fame blew tlie coales to kindle my deſire, oak | 
Loue did command I ſhould no reſt enioy, 755 41 
Till I were clenſed in Cupids purging fire, 
Thus I doc range to ſeeke a remedie, 
And though I liue, yet liuing daily dye. 
Seing Fame of beauties pride could me enforce, 
What maruell is t ifbeauty ir ſelte could moue? 
But oh that beautie had not ſome remorce, 
To yeeld me due, that feruently do loue, 
Or at the leaſt to pitie mine eſtate, 
And not for loue to yeeld me deadly hate. 


The God is blinde that workes this myſterie, 
And doeth not worke according to deſart, 
Hut yet Iyeeld me to his Maicſtic, | 
In hope at laſt he will regard my fmart. 
In the meanetime ] baniſh quite deſpaire, | 
Expecting him my wracke for to repaire. gs 
- | Repaireifrhat he will, long may he raigne, 
Triumphing wiſeto gouerne both Gods and men 
It otherwiſe I can not griefe refraine, 
But muſt ſecke out a darke and dolefull den, 
In deſerts wilde to end my diſmall dayes; 
And Hermyte: like on rooteʒ tolivealwayes.* , 
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Pen Priſcus with a deepe ligh (being now came to a perkert 
Period) had concluded his ſong, Florida, hau ing ſearches all 
her wittes to deuiſe meanes to haue ſome pꝛiuate conference 
with Modetatus, after a competent time of ſilence each expecting 
other to ſpeake, ſaid, Be blythe, Gentlemen, and if, as it ſeemes, pou 
haue cloped pour ſelues with muſicke that it hath canſed a ſurfer, has 
uing in ſuch lundzie koꝛmes vſed our tongues, to rekreſh and recreate | 
our ſelues, me thinkes it could not be amiſſe, to digeſt ſome of dur ful⸗ 
lone ſtomackes, a litle while co ve our feet, leaſt foꝛ want ok exercile, 
they ſhould ware moze ſtiffe, and we kozget our meaſures; but it is no 
maruell if we doe commit meaſures to obliuion, being thus long in 
conference about a thing that is wit hout mealure: fo2 J doe thinke, 
that there is no Arithmetician ſo perfect, chat can number it: no 
Geometrician ſs cunning, that can meaſure it: no Pathematician ſo 
excellent, that can pꝛopoꝛtion it: no Rhetozician ſo eloquent, that can 
deſcribe it: no Poet fo conceited, that can inuent a reaſon thereof: na 
Aſtronomer ſo ſinguler, that can iudge of it: And to conclude, no 
Courtier lo fine, that can exquiſitely countenance it. Mherekoze, 
Gentlemen and kriendes, all we haue peelded our cenſures thereof, and 
the wiſeſt Philslopher could doe no moze, without a Metaphiſicall 
meane to vnderſtand moze then Nature euer taught, o2 the Goddes 
them lelues had the gift to doe: thus to be bzieke, in my opinion pou 
haue done all well, hauing diuerſely peelded pour iudgements theres 
ok, the thing it lelfe being ok nature ſo diuerſe. And therefoze J thinke 
it conuenient, that (ſeeing we haue koꝛ the moſt part ſpent this day in 
pleaſant recreations) that we ſhould end the ſame with ſome exerciie, 
that would bꝛing vs ts {ome naturall heate after this colde confectt- 
on, and tolome appetites to our ſupper again,after our ſurfet in amo⸗ 
rous diſcourſes. And therewithall, the company with ſilence ſeeming 
to agree, Florida called fo2 mulicke, which being readte, ſhe willed 
her bzother Cornelius, and his Miſtreſſe to lead the reſt : fo} as they 
had their turne firſt in other exerciſe, ſo likewilc to beginne with thts, 
and the and her ſeruant would cenſure of their good (kill in Carpet 
trade, and alt erwardes peelde their cunning therein, to their indge⸗ 
ments. So pꝛeſently they fell all a- dauncing, ſauing Florida, and 
Moderatus, wh withdzewe them [clues to a Bay windowe, where 
* Moderatus 
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Moderatus thought it not beſt to ſlippe ſo good an oppoꝛtunitie, d- | 


to bꝛeake a ſtaffe in his friends behalfe, and ſo after a long preamble, 
(he attentiuely giuing eare thereunto, ſuppoſing it had bene foz him 
ſelfe) imparted vnto her, vpon a firme and ſure pꝛomiſe of lecrecie, 
the whole circumſtance of his kriendes caule, his birth, Countrep,any 
friendes,his trauaile paſt, and the continuance of his pꝛeſent care, the 
woꝛtbineſſe of the man, and the feruencte ol bis loue: omitting no⸗ 
thing, which he thought might induce her to affect and kancie him. 
But hereupon Florida percetuing his d2ift, could [cant ſuffer him ſo 
long a Period: foz that very angerly and with bending bzowes, the 
commanded him to pꝛoceede no kurther in that ſute: and, quoth the, 
if my friendly countenance hath made pou lo pieuiſh, as to abuſe mp 
curteſie ſo much, J will (albeit mach vnwilling) plucke away from 
vou the kauoz of a friendly affection, which peraduenture might haue 


kindled in me ſome fancie towards yor,if pou had taken in hand that 
office fo2 your ſelfe, which ſo earneſtly pou pꝛolecute (82 another. 


Chereupon Moderatus exculing him ſ(clfe with his owne vnwozthts 
nelle, neuerthelelle commending the deſert of his friend, and vrging 
koꝛ him all that he could, was by Florida abſolutely commanded to 


{ilence,and no moze to ſpeake foz priſcus, no2 te preſume to enter her 


pꝛeſence, ił he leemed to dildaine of her friendly curteſie ſo frankely 
offered him. And therewithall not faying fo2 a further replie, flung 
away in great choller, without any manner of ſalucation to the reſt of 


the company: whereupon they all diſſolued, not a little admiring rhe 


cauſe of Floridas ſo ſudden departure. Moderatus, to auoide ſuſpicis 
on, aſfrrmed that Florida was not well at eaſe, all ſeemed to holde 
them lelues (atiſfied wich this excuſe, pooze Priſcus onelyercepted, 
whole heart was wel · nie ſundzed fox verie griefe,miſdeeming the ves 
rie true occalion of that accident, pet diſſembling his paine as much 
as he could, with a merr ie countenance in outward mblance paſt 
oucr the matter fo2 that time, till he might finde oppoꝛtunitie to cons 
ferre with his friend therein, 
Gentlemen, here may pou plainly behold a very actuall Strata» 
gem of a confuled Wetamozpholts, wherein Cupid ſheweth the koꝛte 


of his power: koz firſt, he ſo inflamed priſcus with che loue of Florida, 
(their Parents being mozcall foes,) that he came from his Fathers 
 Kingboi, - 


I 
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Kingwome, a Conntrey karre adfacenc, to Liguria to ds her ſeruice, 
this inffimulation pzoceeding only vpon bare rexo2t ok her rare beau⸗ 
tie,blazed by a ſilly ſhepheard in a ſong; at a rurall feaſt, and paſtozall 
ſpozte obſerued by a ſoꝛte of Countrey ſwaynes and ſhepheardes in 
honour ok thetr God Pan, and therefoze might rather leeme a fa- 
bulous fiction, chen any de monſtration ok trueth, (whoſe credulitie 
therein to kallible fame, maybe an holeſome admoniticn foꝛ ou ta 
auopde the like, being ſo erronious, as Cicero verifteth, ſaping, 
Credulitas enim error eſt magis quam culpa.) and the moꝛe to 
w2appe this young nou ce in a Laberinth ol his owne fende conceits, 
be fo kauoured his frowarde affection, that cauſing him to feꝛget the 
daunger of being continualite in the handcs of his fathers moꝛtall 
enemie, he bꝛought him from a Pꝛince of Aemulia, to be a vaſſall 
and leruitour in her Fathers Court, whereby to obtaine the ſight 
of her, whome he loued mote deere then hee vid his owne like. The 
pdung Gentleman, who had neuer bene a long wayter in Lady Ve- 
nus Court, mealuring the affection ot Florida after his owne fer 
uent fancie, thought euerp {myle a fauour, and euery looke the Ras 
lender of true loue: much like the Swallowes, that thinke euery 
Sunne-lhine to be a fayze Summers day, ſuch is the deſired cons 
trarietie of this blinde god, that he maketh the beloued little to 
eſteeme the kaithkull and vnkayned zeale of the paſſtonate, and toz⸗ 
menting loner, that daily offered his humble ſeruice fo2 the pleaſing 
of his Ladie, which taketh no effect, but rather bzeedeth contemy 

and dildayne in her [koꝛnekull and pꝛoude minde, a too too bnkinde 
rewarde to ſo louing a friend. In like manner this Cyprian boy de⸗ 
ligheing in nothing but extremities, contrariwiſe lo inflamed the 
minde ok the poung Ladie with the loue of Moderatus, that not 
pnelp her affection to him was match⸗ able to Priſcus fancie towards 
her, but alſo did exceede her patient in loue towardes him, who be⸗ 
ing not pet mooued with the violent paſſions of ker uent deſire, did 
little regarde the lame, though contrarie to Decorum in feminine 
ſexe, ſhe by her owne mouth had giuen him to vnderſtand thercof, 
So much he delighteth in chaungeable noueltyes, that he holdeth 
not that plea fo2 currant in his Court, which is not like Proteus, 
that receiueth euery ſhape, oz ts the Polip that is apt ſoꝛ un 
| pꝛellion, 
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p2eſſion, 82 to the Cameleon, that turneth it ſelfe into the likenelle 
of euery obtect : howe dangerous is it then to warme at his lire, 
the heate whereof not onely wythereth the bodie, but allo wearyeth 


the minde , which, like the vemme of a Tarantula, deusureth x 
man laughing 5 a pleaſing enill, which vnawares bzingeth vs to 
confuſion. We, had Priſcus but remembzed that a womans eye 


dꝛaweth like the Adamant, and pꝛeuweth like the Baſiliſke, hee 


woulde not haue come lo karre to ſeeke his owne bane 2 but trueth 
it is, Love is ſenceleſle and lawleſſe, and therefaze he that is lubiert 
thereto obepeth no reaſon: koz needes muſt hee trotte, whome the 
Deuill dziueth, as the olde Addage is, otherwiſe Priſcus had neuer 
ſo blyndev him ſelle with ſelfe⸗will, who nowe hath full experience 


(hining with repentance bought the ſame ) in che miſerable life of © 
vnkoꝛtunate Louers, whoſe onely Cape is but a rotten altos fox 


nowe leeling the bitter yanges of his tozmenting paſſions to ſur⸗ 
charge him with lorzowe and griefe, hee trembled to thinke of the 


anſwere hee ſhould receiue of his aſſured friend Moderatus, and 


therefore as one in deſpapꝛe of his owne Iyfe, he kayned an excule of 
(ome vrgent and waighty bufnefle to bee done with all expedition, 
which called him (as he lapde) verie much againſt his will to the 
dilpatch thereof, The reſt of the company hauing concluded to ſuppe 


together, whereby, with a cuppe of pure wine, to dzine downe all 
their palſtimes and ſpoztes, (ſeeing as he fapned ſuch neceſſarie buy 


linefle and affayzes dꝛewe him krom their compante) they woulde 
ſtay his friend Moderatus as a pledge of his returne, in hope afoze 
the feat were ended, hee woulde repay2e to rannſome him. Mhere⸗ 
upon Prifcus departed, and they all together ſeeing che companie 
bare without Florida, determined firſt to viſite her, and then il her 
diſtemperature were not oter-much, they would intreate her to be 
their gueſt, and brare them companie that night: which accopdings 
ly they perkourmed, and came all together to her chamber, where ſhe 


being very melancholy, and hauing a flea in her care, had caſt her 


elle vpon her bed, and by this bad bꝛeathed foo2th,not onely a num⸗ 
ber of gricnous grones and lcalding lighes, but aiſo many hard and 


ſhar pe inuectiues againſt Moderatus, that ſo diſcourteouſſy had 


rekuled her gentle offer; and therefore her kozmer challer ſomething 
J 2 .  quallien, 
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The ſtrange Aduentures 


Nifted, Florida, at their comming to the chamber, awake out of 
her dumpes, (being verie high minded, and therefoze would not be 
percetued to mourne fo anp thing, Rept vp vpon a ſudden, and laide 
vnto them: now gentle friendes, pou haue played the good woodeſ⸗ 
men, that hauing wounded the Deare,pou follower his tracke ſs wel, 
that you came to his denne, where he was ready to bꝛeath his laſt t 
{02 ſurelp, in good earneft be it ſpoken, I was ſo wearyed with this 
dayes exercile, that my pillowe was my belt Philitian 2 and theres 
withall ſpying Moderatus pꝛeſent, and Priſcus away, the thought al 
was well, and that Moderatus had recanted in his er rour, & Priſcus 
become non · ute in his action. And therefoze vpon their entreatie, to 
haue her companie to ſuppe, the willingly allented to goe with them: 
and being all come to the place appointed, ſuppet was readie, and they 
fell roundly to their vitcails :.fo2 their exerciſe that day had bzought 
them to good appetites, And repaſt being done, after a little pꝛattle, 
being all deſirous of reff,they took leaue each of other, & ſo departed, 


Moderatus great ſoꝛom, that his faithfull endeuoꝛ could not take 
place with FLOKI OA for the preferment of his friend. His de- 
termination to leaue Day 4 scos Court, and his letter to F f o. 

x 104 to ſiguific the ſame. Chap.C. 


i D=>5 Odcratns, who (all this while was very ſoze dils 
S2/ (Fquieted in minde, his thoughtes wandering at it 
| [a were bctweeen Scilla'and Charibdis) could by no 
A Jp meanes deuile how to rid him ſelle out of the intri⸗ 
« I FAcate Laberinth he was in: firft, the loyall league of 
ISSISktriendlhip betweene him and Priſcus, moouing him 
to great pitie, in that his faithfull enzeuour could not take effect to 
ſaciſfie the deſire of his deareſt friend: and agam, being very penſiue, 
lo that reaſon and honeſtie commaunded him to refale the curteous ., 
and gentle offer of the faire Florida: but to be byiefe,loue and vertue 
ing at great warres in his minde, Loue hammering in his head a 
— reaſons to mooue him to fancte Florida, and aſſuring him of 
a ſufficient meane to retaine his friendſhip (till with Priſcus : Uertue 
on the other ſive, fozbidding him co violate his faich vnto his * 
e 
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leaſt in ſo doing he ſhould become hatefirllvnto the worlve; and ir 
name growe odious amongſt men: in the end bertue hauing goetem — 
the ſuperiozitie, (fo2 by nature he was much tnclined thereto) he bes? 
thought with him lelfe howe be might belt further his friend in bis 
Amours, knowing very well that to viſſwade him from his purpole, 
was with the Afirian wolues to barke againſt the ſtarres, and when 
he had tolſed diuers and ſund2ie deviſes in his head concerning the 
ſame,none ſeeming currant, but all impoſſible, if he remained where 
Florida might haue knowledge of him: fo2 nowe he iudged that his 
| peſence was the greateſt let to hinder Priſcus determinate purpole, 
and therefoze he determined to remooue that blocke, and ſo refolued 
| Lnawares to anp,pzelently to auopd the Dukes Court, thinking that 
| when Florida miſſed him, ſhe would be glad to entertaine Priſcus 2 
& | fox that women, hauing ouce feathered their thoughtes with fancte, 
?> woould doe no leſſe then ſtill apme at affection: and he knew very wel, 
. there was no fayzer marke koz her in all her fathers Court, then 

| Priſcus, and thus he concluded with him lelfe the next mozning to des 

| part from Albigena. On this determination he went home to his 

| Fathers lodging, thinking it not the wileſt courſe to goe to his frieny 

| « riſcus chamber in the Court, leaſt if he were pꝛeſt to reueale vnto 
him the veritie of the matter, it might bꝛeed in him ſuch a deſpaire, 
that his pꝛetended pollicie would ſerue fo (mall purpoſe 2 who being 
come to his fathers gate, it was ſo farre paſt ot᷑ the night, that al were 
in bed: neuertheleſſe he repapꝛed to the chamber window of a ſer⸗ 
nant ok his Fathers, whome he loued verie farthfully, and called him 
to open the gate foz him, who incontinently ſo did, and ſhewed him a 
chamber to take his reſt, whereuponhe ſpake to Baleto, (oz ſo his 
Fathers man was called, being aſſured of his fivelitte, which very 
often had peelded vnto him many ſure pledges of traeth)howe that he 
was to depart from the Dukes Court vpon ſome ſerious bulinelle, 
which required a pzeſent diſpatch, to the executing whereof, he mul? . 
be ſurniſhed with a pilgrimes weede, e therefoze gaue him in charge, 
by mozning to pꝛouide ſuch furniture as belonged thereunto 2 and 
therewithall deliuered him Crownes ſufficient to buy the ſame, pꝛo⸗ 
miſing allo to reward kim well foz his labour, and ſo Baleto hyed him 


about his bulinefle, and Moderatus betooke him to his caſe, who _ 
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_ The ſtrange Adventures: . 
this night fooke but ſmall reſl, beating his bꝛaines ſometimes abour 
the courſe ot his tranell, other-whiles calling to memozie howe grie- 
uauſiy his parents would take his abſence, with diuers other occurs 
rents which happened to come to his minde: and laſtiy reſolued vpon 
this point. that it he trucly diſcharged the part of a friend, he did not 
cate hom his trauell pꝛaſpered, howe his parents (houls be grieuen, 

noꝛ howe he Houtd be thought of by bis friend, Ind lo peremptozily 
determming to depart ſuddenly,he-tooke pen,ynke,and paper. and de⸗ 
uiledthele enſuing lines to be lent to Florida. 

Deen 


| TO FAIRE FLORIDA, PERFECT 
4 health and proſperous happineſſe. 


Hat which verie often I haue read in antiquitics, I finde 
Inoue plainely verified in you: which is, that Loue ſwim- | 
meth in a womans-eye, but neuer diueth into her heart: 
fancie is the load- ſtarte that ruleth her affection, and deſart 
is either neuer reſpetted, or ſlenderly conſidered, it is preſently in 
oblivion, Well, nowe I perceiue that the fineſt veluet bath his 
bracke, the fayreſt Roſe his pricxle, and the rareſt beauty a dil- 
dainfull and coye reſolution, which doeth more blemiſh an ho- 
nourable minde, then the moſt excellent hew of beauty doeth 
garniſh.and adorne the body: for as it is ſayd, If thou be fayre, 
thou oughteſt diligently to endeuour thy ſelfe, that thy vertuous 
lyfe bee æquiualent to thoſe good partes which thy Creatour 
beſtowed vpon thee: but if fowle, thou oughteſt fo much the 
more to endeuour thy ſelfe to excell in vertue, as thou art others 
inferiour in beautie, Wherefore, Madame, vnnaturall were it 
for you, beyng furniſhed with ſuch heauenly and diuine beauty, 
to haue your heart io hardened in the forge of crueltie, as not to 
. xeleeue the ceaſeleſſe torments of your faythfull Louer, and my 
diſtreſſed friend, who counting all daunger a ioye, all griefe a 4. 
grace, all payne a paſtyme, and wayghing all torments as a 
treaſure; ſo the ſame were ſuſtayned in your ſeruice, or vnder- 
taken at your commaundement: and to be briefe, had you any 
way regarded a-loyali-and louing heart, founded ypon an vn- 
" , fayned 
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of che blacke Knight“ 
fayned and vertuous reſolution, ſo long coulde you not haue 
with-helde your eye of pitty from him, that ſo often, yea, euen 
within your vie we languiſhed with ſuch pure tormenting payne 
and griefe, that his onely hope of roleaſe was, to haue his dif- 
mall dayes ended by the pearcing and deadly darte of death. 
Happily you will ſay, that I pronounce a ſharpe ſentence againſt 
mine owne ſelfe, and iudge me as arrogant in denying your moſt 
curteous offer, as you were vnynd in not'grauntmg my requeſt. 
True it is, it eyther the force of lawleſſe loue, or the ouershiberal 
curteſie ( farreaboue my deſart) of a royall and beautifull Lady, 
had bene (of a vertuous ind honeſt mynde) more to be reſpected 
and regarded, then the ſacred league and inuiolablebond of true 
and faythfull friendſhippe, which vnited Priſcus minde and mine 
together, much more had I ouer- ſhot my ſelte to deny your re- 
queſs and to refuſe the thing I molt of all deſired: but ſeeing 
the Imperiall lawes of ſacred focietie did will and commaund the 
contrary, thinke therein that I haue done but my duety: Where 
fore knowe fayre Florida, that ſith your doome was ſo dyre, as 
abſolutely to forbid me your preſence, without I vndertooke ſo 
much for my ſelfe, as I did then proſecute for my triend, rather 
then I would falſifie my fayth, I meane (though to my no ſmall 
griefe) to fu'fill the tenor of your ſentence, by abienting my felfe 
not only from your preſence, but alſo fram your fathers Court, & 
faithfully bequeath my ſelfe to a pilgrimes life, to aſſay ih my 
penance I may releate my friend from his martyrdom; Wherfore - 
receine this my laſt adewe, and credite me, the refuſing of your 
gentle offer proceeded of a firme zeale towards my friend;& not 
ofa coy diſdaine towardes you: alluring you, but to preindice 
Priſcus, | am euery way at your commaund: & ſo intending not 
to returne againe, till en her Florida hateth Moderatus, orloueth 
prifcus, I befeech you, euer you affected me, you attribute the 


ſame vnto him as his due, who as Cicero ſaid, eſt quaſi alter idem, 


and therfore may ally challenge all that were due vnto me. Iam 
ſo quaint in my pilgrims habite, that I forget the reverence due 


prayer of a pilgtime may take effect) to commend me to Priſcus. 


+ 


The ſtrange Aduentures 
Aud thus, wich tears in mine eyes, & grief in my heart, I cõmend 
vou to your pleaſure, and bequeath my ſelfe to my trauell. 


1 


| Pours,euery wap, but to p2e- 
ll tudice Priſcus, 
1 DoN Movpazrairys 


Moderatus departure from Albigena. Priſcus intercepting 
of MooznxATys letters to FLoxt D & peruſal of the ſame. 
His griefe for the loſſe of his friend, which driue him to a dange- | 

ö ous feuer: Mo DbIAXA s letter ſcaled againe, and deliuetea to | 

fig | FTeAI DA. Her meditation vpon the ſame: the altering of her | 

1 reſolucion, and affecting of Pars cvs, The Ladies and Gentle - | 

mens viſiting of Px1sc being ficke. Con Nittys cenſure 
vpon Beautie and Bountie. Chap. 7. 


Oderatus hauing finiſhed this letter, repaired to the chams | 
ber ok Baleto, to ſee howe things were in a readineſſe, (thin 
king it long till he were departed from Albigena) and to 
deale wich him fo2 the conueping of the letter to Florida, 
where by chaunce he found Priſcus page, who had bene fooꝛth lo late 
the night betoꝛe, that for feare to dilquiet his Wafer, he had taken vp 
his lodging there, (asoften he vſed to doe) whereupon Moderatus | 
did couſider wich him ſelfe, that he would be a verie fitte meſſenger 3 
diz that purpoſe, and therefo2e he taoke him the letter clolcly ſealed, 
and wiſhed him with conuenient ſpeede to deliner the ſame vnto his 
fifer Veroſa, wiſhinx her in his name to deliuer it ouer to Florida, 
accowing to the directiou thereok: Further deliring the page not 
to make it knowen to any that he had leene him, and the rather to 
baue him to accomplich his requeſt, he clapt him in the fit with a a 
1 bꝛace of angels, and tolde him that he was co goe vpon lome ſerious | { 
12] < - bulineſſe, which he would not haue anp to vnderſtand thereof, Ann 
— 14 thus hauing ſchooled the Page what he had to doe, he hade him hears | | 
tily farewell; and returned to his owne chamber againe, where hee 
| 


found Baleto readie with all thinges that he lacked fo his tourney, 
| =} wherewith he pꝛelently furnithed himſelke, and having left ozder with 
fl « 5 him coercule his abſcuce to his Parents, and fo? the doing of * ” 

i -* n 


nd 


. 


| boſome,the which briſcus pꝛeſently eſpptng,demaunded what it was: 
the Page lothe (by reaſon of the charge giuen him by Moderatus) ta 
| confeſle the trueth, kayned ſome ercule, (what vpon a ludden came to 


ter remembzing him lelfe, he ſtraigbtly examined his Page howe he 
| rame by the lame letter, and what he had in charge to doe therewith, 


of the blacke Knight. 
ſineſſe which he left vnperkect, he rewarded him well foꝛ his labour 


and ſo departed with Auroraes ſirſt bluſh, that he might not be def 
cryed of any, paſſing thꝛough gardens and vinepardes (away verte 


| ſecret) till he came to the fozreſt, where we will leaue him as yet not 


fully determined, which wap from chence to bende the courle of his 


| tranell, And nowe returne to Priſcus, who all the night befo2c had 


taken very little reſt: foꝛ that no diſquietneſſe map be compared to 
the griefe of minde, wherewith he was continually vered, and nowe 
much moꝛe then euer befoze, ſuppoling that Floridas ſudden depar⸗ 


| tnre was à Kalender of his enſuing calamicies : fo2 hating his barge 
| toſſed amids the weltring waues of Fo2tunes ever-changing ſurges, 


Floridas lookes onely guided the ſterne, ſo that fo2 euery wꝛinckle in 


ver bꝛowe, and krowne in her face, he was in daunger of pꝛeſent ſhip⸗ 
| wiacke, The ablence of his friend Moderatus alſo greatly troubled 
| him, both fo2 that he longed to vnderffand his lucceſſe with Florida, 


, andalſo much maruelled, why he came not to bed vato him the night 


| befoze, as his manner was: and as thus he ſtudyed vpon thele and 


ſuch other contingents, his Page came in: whereupon he addzeſſed 


bim lelle to be ſtirring, and the Page buſie helping co make ready his 


Maſter, the letter ſent by bim to be deliuered to Florida, fel from his 


his head) but neuertheleſſe Priſcus, by the indozſement thereof, per⸗ 
ceiued it to be his friend Moderatus hand-wiiting, and that the di⸗ 
rection was to Florida, which light made him very blancke, but bet- 


who leeing his Maſter in ſome choller, thought it no we no time to 
dallie with him, and thereupon pꝛelently confefſed the trueth. Priſcus 
nowe maruelling what was become ok his friend, being great with 
childe till he might vie we the contentes ok his letter, in the ende after 
long ſtudie, he bethought him of the pꝛint of Moderatus ſignet, which 
he had in puozie, and therefoze might well open the ſame without 
knowledge, wherenpon pꝛelently vnripping the ſeale, he peruſed his 


kriendes lines to Florida, wherein perceiuing the fidelitic ol Mode- 
K ratus, 
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? ratus, aud the Ir eat crueltie et Flo rida, he grew very melancholy and 
— — fo; his friend, in fo much that he beganne to quake like 
the 


” 
1 : St” 4 
bg og ER — — 5 
— — 2 * 2 — . i.» 
— 22 W — 
— — 
1 - * — — — S — —— — - 
1 & "> 
Y 


Theſtrange Aduentures 


ſpine leafe, falling therewith vpon a ſudden to a very daunge⸗ 
rous teuer, which fozced him not onely ts keepe his chamber, but als 
fo to embꝛace his pillowe 2 but neuertheleſſe ſealed the letter a-new, 
and commaunded his Page to doetherewith as his friend Modera- 
tus had giuen him in charge, which the Page accozdingly perfours 
med, but the letter being come ta Floridas hand, and vnderſtanding 
the ſame to come from Moderatus, ſhe was the gladdeſt woman in 
the wozlde, thinking it had bene a recancaticnof his fozmer follie, 
and therefoze pꝛeſently opened the ſame, and read cuer his lynes, 
viewing and reute wing every woꝛde in particular : the agonie of this 
ſudden ſight toꝛmenting her ſo much, that He wasſkant able to keep 
ber countenance, whyleſt thee fapned ſome buſinelfe to lend away 
Veroſa, which deliuered the lame letter vnto her, who being gone, 
te lecret!p conueped her lelle to her clolet, and began thus to medi⸗ 
tate von the matter. 


Ah Florida, what meaneth this alteration % and whercol pꝛo⸗ 


teedeth theſe vawonted paſitons * haft thou bene courted or lo many 
baue and gallant Gentlemen * ſited vnto and ſought by ſo manie 
wozthie Perſonages , and leruice offered vnto thee by fo many 
noble Loꝛdes: all which thou heldeſt in dildaine, (kozning Cupides 
Alarums, and condemning koz lupe ruition Apbrodites ©zifons 2 
and nowe like the Beetle (bauing neſteled in the Sunne all day, is 


tontented with a Cowſharde fo2 ſhelter at night,) art, not) onely fo2 


ted to be the fozmoſt ſouldiour to march, when Cupid ſaundeth his 
trumpet; and both to decke Venus ſhzine at Paphos with flowerg, 
and to offer meenle at her Altar foꝛ ſacrilice: but alld ouercome with 


baſe and ſeruile thoughtes, art (contrarie to the qualitie of thy lexe) 


dꝛiuen to offer the kauour of chy affection to thy vaſſall, pea, an vp⸗ 
ſtart, not knowen whence he came, onelp by thy Fathers bountie | 
pꝛeſerued from familhing, and from a beggar aduaunced to dignitie, 


and he thus vnkindely to rewarde thy curteſte with ſo lender a re⸗ 
gard ol thy friendly offers, O vniuſt Foztune, that wozkelt theſe 
range ſtratagemes, and pꝛecureſt thus my pꝛeiudice: but trueth it 
is, thou halt. as many frownes as ſmiles, who awning like the m_ 
wyen 


of the blacke Knight: 


when hee meaneth molt harme : and chewing foo2th a une m 

| frowning countenance, doech pꝛognoſticate fayze weather at hande 2 
| fox after a great ſfozme, followeth a pleaſant caulme. But what 
Florida, is it poſſible that Moderatus is gone * o2 waiteth-thus vn⸗ 

to thee to trye thy patience: no, Moderatus is too wile to ieſt in 
theſe matters, gone hee is tos ſure. D vnkinde churle, that thus 

| repayeit my — with hate, and requiteſt my ardent deſire with 
peremptozie and celde diſbaine, reſembling the Cedar, which is molt 

in kapze in light, but pet by ungeth no kruite: 02 the Nightingale, that 
hath a moſt lweete vopce, but ranke fleſh: ſo thou, ſeeming as limpie 

8, as a Doue in out warde {emblance, pet in minde as cruell ag a fu⸗ 
is rie, oꝛ a rauening lyon. What nome. Florida % wade: not too farre 
ep in thele inuectiues, befoze thou conſidereſt the cauſe aright: fo2 a 
ap | ralh iudgement voeth but leldome ſauour of Inſtice: Moderatus 
ie, | (ned vato thee fo} his fricnd, and thou wouldeſt haue him conuert 
dis the lame koz him ſelle: glad hee woulde haue bene { to doe, bur 
that his amitie with Priſcus did foꝛbid him to fallifie his faith vnto 
his friend: ſo that hee had rather (though to his great griefe ) re⸗ 
kule thy offer, and foz{ake his moT louing and carefull Parents, and 
all his deere friendes, then he would be founde diſlopall and treache⸗ 
| rous in his kriendſhippe: oh rare and wonderfull great faith, and 
| wozthie to bee had in great eſtimation amongeſt all men, whome the 
koꝛce of laue could not maoue, the Bilpleaſure of a Pzincelle coulde 
not keare, t c lolte of kinde and naturall Parents coulde not cracke, 
| no? the haraneil? and daunger of a Pilgrimes life, (which euery mo⸗ 
ment is ſubiect to the ſtsꝛme of wapwarde deſtinie) could bend: then 
Florida, leeing that Moderatus preferred his friendes welfare bez 
koꝛe his owne, and that he choſe rather co pꝛeiudice his owne perſon, 
then any wap to hinder Priſcus: and deſiredinhis laſt farewell, that 
thou won welk inppole him to be pꝛelent in the habite of his friend:fo2 
that they had but one minde to their two diſtinct bodies. Thinke then 
bk the wozthines of Priſcus, wha loueth thee as his owne like, and hath 
luſtained ſuch hard penance loꝛ thy lake, that moꝛe thou couldeſt not 
wich thinc enemp, x lelle had bene tos much fo2 one that loued ſo kaith⸗ 
fuliy: non entertaine him with ſome comtaꝛt at his intreaty, whom 


thou (o tenderlpdibſt * but mw Florida, wilt thouſs ſoone peeld 
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The ſtrange Aduentures v 
to fonde affection, as to laue thy Fathers moꝛtall foe * haſt thou none 
to kancie, but the ſonne ol Lothus Ring of. Aemulia, that fo often hath 
bered thy father and his ſubiectes : and haply vader colour of pꝛolel⸗ 
ling loue vnto thee, pꝛetendeth ſome treafon vnto thy father, ſeeking 


rather to dzawe ſome of his ſubiectes from their allegiance, then to 
match with his daughter in marriage. Ah, but where roueſt thou fond 


Florida, thou doeſt mealure his inwarde intencion by thy ſuſpicious 


cogitation, and is it not a Maxime in the Ciut!llawe, that ſuſpition. 


is no pꝛoole, where it is ſaid, Factum conſiſtit in externo & corpo— 
rali actu, animus in tacito & incorporali intellectu, vnde in animi 
effectus non poteſt cadere facti euidentia: thou deemeſt Priſcus 
to cirtumuent treaſon, who not onely aſſureth trueth in his woꝛdes, 
but alſo manifelteth the ſame in action: foꝛ if he had thought to ſur» 
pule thy father with treacherie, be would not haue ſuffered him ſelle 


to bee diſcouered vnto thee, And what though his father and mine 
were and are till foes, might we not neucrtheleſle be friendes': pea, 


and our friendſhippe be an occaſion of amitie betweene our Parents* 
ſeeing their hate is not deadly, but growen of vnkindneſſe, and ſome 
oſtentation and deſire of ſuperiozitie. And by this match both {20s 


Uinces might be vnited together, that it might not onely p2eſerue the 


lines of a number of their ſubiectes, but alſo arme them ſelues with 
ſuch ſtrength, that no ſtoꝛmie blaſt of ſiniſter Foꝛtune might ſhake the 
foundation of any of them both. Loue then Florida, fo2 the wozthines 
of the man willeth thee ſo to doe: his birth and Parentage are ſuffis 
cient pledges of honourable patrimonie, and his perſonage and beba⸗ 
tour are liuelie poꝛtratures and perfect Mappes of true Nobilitie: 
his merite is karre aboue thy delart, and his faithful heart(tryes with 
the touchſtone of trueth) excellethall: fo that Jthinke nothing wan⸗ 


02 a lopall loner. Heere fetching a deepe ſigh, Florida made a verie 
long Period: Cupid nowe hauing founde her as a wanton playing 
the trewand, had whipped her with nettles to requite all her fozmer 
copneſſe, and therefoze ſhe began to fo2get her deereſt Moderatus, 


and to impzint in her thoughtes the liuely Idea of Priſcus perfect 


thape, verifying the olde Addage, 
Qu procul ab oculis, procul eſt a lumine cordis, 


Thus 


ting in him, that might be withed fo2 in an honourable Gentleman, 


diſeaſe, the which Moderatus Parents noted in him 


of the blacke Knight! 


Thus makiug a vertue of neceſſitie, hauing none other at this ime 
worthte entertaining, the reſolued to frame her countenance ſo mildlp 
cowardes P riſcus, that (if herecofs2e ſhee had dure him a cooling 
carde fo; his hote delire, which might dz1ue him to de ſpaire)now hope 
might giue him comfo2t, that oppoztunitie would be a good plea to 
further his action: deuiſing with her ſelke by what meanes ſhe might 
beſt giue Priſcusto bnderltand of her newe concetued affection, who 
being in this lolemne meditation, came in ſome of her gentlewomen, 
with whome lhe palled the time away, remaining in g kinde of long⸗ 
ing deſire,till good foꝛtune ſhould bꝛing them once together: Priſcus 
all this while kept his bed, his ague being ſo extreeme, that the res 
pozt thereof was publikely knowen, and the abſence of Moderatus 
vnderſtoode, which cauſed great heauincſlſe thꝛoͤughout al the Dukes 
Court in general :-fo2 that he was verie curteous and bountiful vn⸗ 
to all, and therefoze greatly beloued of all: his Parents and friendes 
greatly grieued therewith, eſpecially becaule they knewe not the 
caule ofhis departure, noꝛ where to lend in queſt of him. The Duke 
and the Duchelle tooke it allo very heauilp, foz that they entirely los 
ued Moderatus fo his Gentlemanly qualities, vertuous conditions, 
ſober lite, and diligent ſerutce, Thus a good ſpace was his departure 
greatly bewapled th2zoughont the whole Citie of Albigena, all com ⸗ 
foꝛting Priſcus, ſuppoſing the lolle of his friend to be the caule. of his 
pꝛeſently: foz 
being verie often with him, ſometimes hee would raue, + land be as it 
were franticke, and then he neuer ceaſed to call vpon his friend Mos 
deratus, the which being vnde rſtood, they tooke verie great care of 
him, and gaue in charge to Veroſa tenderly ta looke vnto him, and to 
cher ich him in his lickenclle, which the Philicians helde dangerous, 
though not moztall. V eroſa foz her bzothers ſake, that was his 
friend, (his owne curteous and gentle behauiour deſeruing no lelle) 


willingly aſſented ſo to doe, in perfourmance of her Parents com⸗ 


maunde, and of good will vnto him: and amongelt other times, 
Hlorida and Pandarina once did beare hercompanie: fo2 that both ol 
them indeed could haue bene contented to haue comfo2ted him in t e 
beſt ſo2t they could, although in out ward ſhewe they diſſembled: 
being come to the Patients amber, they found him very licke, per 
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i the latter ende of his fitte, which made them offer them lelues x 


— — 


while to keepe him chat, to beguile the tedioulneſſe of the time. Priſ- 


cus faynt as he was, very heartily gaue them thankes, who eſpying 


Florida, (being very neere his bed, and taking him by the wiiſt to 
keele his pulſe, and alking him whether the day ok his Criſis was 
paſt) was almoſt in a ſounde to beholde her, that had thus wꝛought 
all his pꝛeiudice: the which Florida perceiuing, gaue him verie com⸗ 
koztable wozdes, and cheriſhed him verie tenderly, and bade him 
take heart, fo24hat a valiant minde is neuer knowen but in extremi⸗ 
tie, as the pure golde in the furnace. Priſcus well noted her woꝛdes, 
which lomewhat did ligten his heart, albeit hee much maruelled, 
from whence this ſudden kindnelle hav pꝛeceeded, after ſo ctuell a 
ſentence pꝛenounced againſt him, holding it fo2 authenticall, that na⸗ 
turally fire and water coulde not agree in one ſubſtance, noꝛ pet loue 
and hate ſo to concur re in one perlon, that ſs ſuddenly the one ſhould 
expulſe the ether: experience hanmng taught him, that the loweſt 
Mubbe groweth not to his full height in a moment, that flare will 
not burne at the light of the fire, and that Floridas deadly hatred 
could not ſo ſoone be conuerted to loue and aflection: yet he called to 
minde howe the talleſt blade of Spattania groweth to his full height 
in an inſtant, that the hard one Calcire, which can be bꝛuiſed with 
no mettall, ts reſolued into liquoꝛ with the heate of the Sunne, and 
chat a womans heart is like ware, which is apt foꝛ euery impꝛeſſion, 
and therefoze ( foꝛgetting that Ouid laid, Spes dea ſed! fallax) hee 
nowe butlded a⸗frech vpon hope, and iudged all co the beſt. Where» 
bpon Florida percefuing bis colour ſomething to mend, his pulſes 
moderately to mooue, and he ſomewhat to roule him lelfe in bed, teld 
him how his Miſtrelſle Pandarina came to vilice him, who preſently 
todke Floridas tale by the end, excufing her ſeife, in that ſhe had not 
ofcener comforted him in his ſicknes, allradging till then, that the 
was ignoꝛzant thereof: interchanged curteſie to and fro paſt between 
them. Priſcus nowe pꝛettily well reccuered, and very iocund, as it 
were, with the gentlewomen, Cornelius the Dukes ſonne, with other 
Courtiers his companions ano ft iends, came to villte Priſcus, who 
ſaid that he was glad to ſee him ſo well: then guoth Priſcus, Jp2ap 
vou than ke the Gentlewomen, whole pꝛelente hath made me to foz⸗ 


get 


of the blacke Knight. 


get my palſionate ague : well, quoth Cornelius, ſich (Gentlewo⸗ 
men) you haue begun to be pleaſing to Priſcus, J would pou would 
ſo continue, and we would giue you sur alliſtance therein, and J doe 
thinke ſome dilcourſe to beguile the time would doe well, to recre⸗ 
ate his minde a little, which is greatly wearyed with the violent paſ⸗ 
fisns of his long ſickeneſſe. Then quoth Pandarina, ſeeing you do 
appoint the paſtime, pou will giue vs leaue to make choyce ol the 
matter: if you beopponent, (quoth Cornelius) on Gods name pur⸗ 
poſe pour queſtion, and you ſhall ſee, though we be old trewandes, 
that we haue not koꝛgotten all our ſophillrie, No, quoth Florida, we 
muſt not hold the diſeaſed pattent with ſuch long anibages, which wil 
cleane ty2e him, and ſo augment his griete, but rather with ſome 
ſhozt diſcourſe to make him {harpe and hungry, and not to clop him 
with too much,top2ocure ſurfet, Dereunto they all agreed, and that 

Florida ſhould appoint the text, and then all they to dꝛaw cutts, who 

ſwould diſcourſe thereupon, Then (quoth Florida) let the pꝛopoſition 
be: Whether outward Beautie, or in ward Bountie deſerueth moſt 
praiſe, or is of greateſt force to procure loue. The theame being 
giuen, it fell to Cornelius lot to be the Dꝛatoʒ, wha was of a verie 
ſharpe and quicke wit, and withall, verie deſirous to he his cunning 
befoze Veroſa, whom he had io viewed with the eye ol kancie, that 
the reſpect. of his honour could not hinder him from entring a plea in 
Venus court: & framing him lelfe to the perfoꝛmance of his charge, 
lending an amo2ous glaunce to Veroſa, which ſhe pzeſenflp noting, 
died ber cheeks with luch ver milion taint, that Aurora bluſhing at 


the ſight of vnacquainted Phaeton, ſeemed not lo glozious oł hue: and 


lo pꝛoceeded to his matter thus. TUel!, gentle criendes, you may leg 
how vniudt the fates be in their kauo zs, the deſtinies in their dooms, 
alwaies laying the greatest vurthen on him that is leaſt able, wozking 


all things by extremities, keeping a mean in nothing but being out ok 


meaſure, alwaies ſpurring that hoʒſe which had moſt need of a baidlex 
noꝛ contented with any thing but impolũ bilities, taking delite to haue 
vs ſceke to reach aboue Ela, when [kant we can attame unto Sol fa: 
fo2 if they had not bene iniurious in their conſtellations, they had not 
amon gſt ſo many (far better [killed then my ſelfe) haue allotted me 
(which loz the moſt part am ignoꝛ ant in Oluds pꝛinciples)ta make a 
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dilkinction in loue betweene Beautie and Bountie,a matter too high 
fox my meane capacitie: but nenertheleſſe, ſeemg Foꝛtune hath des 
creed it to bee fo, and that pou doe expect the ſame, J will neither 
contrarie her in her abſolute commaundes, no? deceiue pou in pour 
wilhed expectatton, condicionally vou take in good part, what vpon the 
ſudden my ſimple lkill may affooꝛde: thus not doubting but the gen⸗ 
tlewomen will either quite fall a-leepe, oꝛ elſe play with their little 
dogges, when ſtrſt they ſhall heare mp rude methode, J will to the 
matter, leaſt J ſhould ſhape Hercules ſhooe fo? a childes foote, and ſo 
be iuſtly rather condemned fo2 my follie, then indifferently thought 
of fo2 my curioſtcie, | 
Firlk therefoze, becauſe the pꝛincipall matter in this cale to ben 
conſidered, is loue: we muſt knowe both che nature and ſeate there⸗ | 
of, befoze we can pꝛopoꝛcion our compaſle to leuell at our deſire : the | 
which, as ſome Philoſophers hane decyphered, is but a ſecret inſpi⸗ 
ration ofthe ſoule, inducing a man to affect and fancie ſuch things, as 
nature hath met aphyſically ingraffed in the minde to delight thereok: 
foz otherwile we ſhould not ſee ſome one to fancie the beautie of the 
bodie, another the vertue of the minde, another to kancie fo2 riches 
ſake, though neuer beautifull no2 wiſe : thus as loue pꝛoceedeth by 
theſe, and by mamfolve and lundzie other wapes and meanes, ſo A 
thinke euerpone to affect moſt of all thole qualities in another, wher» | 
with they are them ſelues furniſhed : fo2 as the Rauen and the Ape | 
thinke their pong ones fapzeſt, ſo every one naturally valueth his 
owne giftes and qualities moſt ſingular and of greateſt eſfimation, ſa | 
much they are blinded with the loue thereof. Semblably in mp opt* | 
nion, true and perfect loue can not bee but betweene equales, at leaſt 
wiſe in diſpoſition and conſent of minde, acc6zding as the Pꝛouerbe 
ts, Similis gaudet ſimili, ſo that the nature of the perlonentertat- 
neth the conſent to fancie, and the ratifying of alfection. Mozeouer, 
lone might bee well compared to the ſhadowe vpon a Yozologe, oz to 
the graſſe vpon the earth: fo2 the one, you may perceiue it to haue 
mooued, and che other to haue growen, but pou can not lee and diſs 
cerne the one moouing, no the other growing: ſo ok loue, well may 
pou feele the ſazart being once ſnares there with, and lo ſecrerly doth 
he take poſſeſſian in the minde, that better you may perceive 2 


— — ———— TILL 
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baue entred,then take him with the manner: fo2 firſt it Nojmnierh ft 
| the eye, and then ſecretly ſtealeth into the heart, being ok nature (0 
er Cubtill,that perfectly to decypher the nature thercof,is a thing meta 
it phiſicall and aboue nature, The reaſons therefoze that ould induce 
vs to loue, ſhouls be things like it ſelfe,that is,rare,lingular,and pers 
fect,and as it is a thing beauenly and dinine: lo in humane creatures, 
we ſhould fancte and affect thoſe giftes which are ſeated in the minde, 
ze which is immoztall and heauenlp, & not in che body, which is buttle 
s and tranſitoꝛie: Beautie is a gift much to be commended, but Boun- 
be | tie is a vertue moze to be reſpected : Beautie pleaſeth the eye fo2 a 
moment, which like the dayes in Apzill begia with a Sunne-thine, 
and end with a How2e : but Bountie is an 82nament of the minde, 
+ which, like the Camomell, the moze it is trodden the thicker and 
better it groweth : oz to the pomander, that yeeldeth the Lweetelf 
| ſent, whea it is moſt of all chafed, Pet neuertheleſſe, was it not the 
Beautie of Helen that mooued Paris ſo to fancie her, that he coulde 
/ not live without her: was it not likewile the comelineſſe of Aeneas 
| perſonage, that cauſed Dido to loue him ſo much, that the killed her 
| 


= 
* 


ſelfe by reaſon of his abſence 4% and was it not allo the Beantie ok 
Creſed, which made Troilus ſo to languith foz ber, that he was at 
the point of death: Inſinite moze examples J could pzoduce, where 
Beautie alone without the helpe of Bountte, haue inueagled the bes 
| holders thereof vnaduiledly to intertaine kancie: koz as there is nas 
thing mote pleaſing and pꝛet ious to the eye, ſo there is nothing moze 
bꝛittle and fading, being but a pleaſant bayte to intrappe the minde, 


which well might be compared to a bauens blaze, the which as it is 
violent, can not be permanent : 862 to the apples in Arabia, which be 
| in to rot befoze they be yalfe ripe, TAherefoze,by howe much the 
minde doeth ercell, and is of greater eſtimate then the bodte, by ſo 


much is the vertue of the one to be p2eferred bekoze the beautie of the 
other, which made Diogenes to ſay to a beautifnll youth, much belo⸗ 

| Ued fo2 his faire complexion, D fond-pong man, why doeſt thou not 
ſudie to conuert the louers of thy bodie, to be louers of thy minde, 
Ariſtotle being demaunded, howe happened it that we held commu- 
nication longer, and moze willing with a beautifull bodie then ano« 
ther,anſwered, that blinde Ine! vſed ſo to doe: foz that they per» | 
ceing 
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eetite not the bꝛittleneſſe ok the beauty, but the loꝛme and trace of the 
colour. Ariſtotle in another place calleth beautie, the ſpurre cffame. 
Diogenes [aid it to be a great gift of nature: Socrates, the violence 
ok a ſhoꝛt time: Plato, the pꝛerogatiue of nature which happeneth but 
to a ewe: Theophraſtus tearmeth it a ſilent fraud, which perſwas 
deth without woꝛdes: Theocritus, a gliſtering miſer ie, which is ple⸗ 
[ant to the ſight, but the cauſe of many inconueniences: Carneades, 
a kingdome without gouernour, fo2 that the beautifull commaunde 
what they will, without compulſion oz foꝛce. Thus you may ſee the 
opinion of diuerſe philoſophers touching beautie, which nenertheleſſe 
Iwill allure pou, is of great foꝛce to pꝛocure loue, and that made Ci- 
neas the philoſcpher to lap, that the gods them lelues m framing 
thereok, went beyond their (kill : fo2 that the maker was lubiect to 
the thing made: and true it is, foz what mave Iupiter to tranſfozme 
him ſelke into the likeneſſe of a Swanne to beguile Leda, and into a 
Bull to rauiſh Europa: what tranſfoꝛmed Neptune vnto ahopſe, | 
and Mercurie vnto a Goate, but beautie 4 what mcoued Apollo to 
be in loue with Daphne: what cauſed Bacchus to fausur Gnoſida, 
but beaucie: well then, ik beautie was of ſuch fozce to Cirre the 
mindes of the Goddes to affection, what marnell is it, if moztall 
wightes and humane creatures had not the power, fo2 to withſtande 


the ſharpe alſaultes of his piercing beames: ko who ſo lookes vpon | 


the Sunne ik he be not Eagle eped becommeth one blinde, and he | 


that gazech on be aut ie, vnleſſe his heart be as hard as Adamant, will 


pꝛelently be inueagled therewith. So that as J thinke, beautie in⸗ 
duceth the minde to affection, and bountie bindeth vp the match with | 
the conſent of the heart: Beautie winneth,and Bountie conlerueth, | 
but either of them by it ſelfe, though foz a ſmall time it might pꝛo⸗ 
cure liking, Yet in the ende it weuld growe to loathing: wherefote, ; 
that loue that ſhould be founded vpon beautie alone without vertue, | 
would with that glozious hewe and fading gloze vaniſh away : fox / 
what loue ould remaine,when the thing beloued were loft © againe, | 
the loue grounded vpon bountie without beautte, although fo2-a ſeas | 
ſon it might be conlerued with the habite of vertue, vet in the ende 
would it growe lotheſome, much like a feaſt ſto2ed with plentie of fine 
Fate and daintie diſhes, and all theſe ſerued in vncle ane veſſels, = 
_— place 


of the blacke Knight: 


place of repaſt being alſo a dungeon full of entch and filchineſſe's tis 
nally, Beauty might well be compared to the wieke of a candle, aus 
Bountie to the tallowe: fox the wieke by it ſelfe being lighted,is but 
a flach, and will pꝛelently out azaine 3 and the tallowe put in the fire, 
will make a flame, pet quench immediatly: but the tallowe and the 
wieke wꝛought together, will euer holde light while the lubſtance 
doeth laſt, Thus you map ſee that Beauty by it lelke is fading, Boun⸗ 
tie by it ſelle is vnplealant, and ſo neither without other durable: 
wherckoze I thinke both very requilite to obtaine and pꝛeſerue loue. 
Thus to be bziefe, my concluſion is that Beautie is a rare gift, but 
Bountie a ſingzular vertue: Beautie f2 a (mall time garniſheth 
the bodie, but Bountie peryetually adoꝛneth the minde. Mherekoꝛe 
as Acops an hearbe nat fayꝛe to the ſight, no2 plealant to the ſmell, 
pet of a ſingular and lecret vertue, is much p2eterred beloze the glozi⸗ 
ous, vet infections Aconitum: ſo Bountie, though in neuer lo hard 
a complection, being ok luch a pꝛecious operation, is to be pꝛelferred 
betoze the ropall apparicion of Beautie, which is but kading and mos 
mentarie: but this J allowe, that Bountie and veßtge, by howe 
much as it is in the mote beanticull complection, bp t is the 
moe commendable, And therefoze to conclude, J aht Beauty 
encreaſeth ſancte, and Bounty nourilheth 2 but both ioyned 
together be both rare and ſingular, which may pꝛocure the moſt was 
uer ing Cre led and diſſembling Aeneas to be faichfull and conſtant. 


Cornelius and Veroſas ſecrete fancies: Floridas pꝛemiſe of 
fauour to PRI V. VMR oOSAS meditation ypon the ſequel of 
her amouts. COR NELLVS conference with her, and her ratify- 


ing of aftection. Chap. 8. 


ed of his cenſure, chiekely Veroſa, who hauing cus 
4 toully ſurueyed in her mind the exquilite perkecti⸗ 
ei on ofpoung Cornelius, (he ſeemed nowe to like cf 
| loue, as the Hyperborei bo of liconce, wherwithat 
EEO Ds night they allay their thirſt , hauing in the mozning 
ſgurned it with their keet:pet for that hitherto her bꝛelt hav not pelded 


L 2 to 


— Iſo Tre Cornelius fintthed his diſcourſe,and all allow⸗ 
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to the ſtroke of the hammer, wherewith Cupid did vſe to foꝛge fan» 
tie vpon the anduill of deſire, ſhe manfully reſiſted the freſh alarums 
of incroching affection, her meane birth and hard foztune diſabling 
her, nay rather putting her out of all hope that Cornelius meant to 
ſeeke her in the way of matrimonie: thus ſtriuing with her new paſ⸗ 
ſions, and diſſembling her new conceiued loue in outward apparancc, 
ſhe made no ſemblance of alteration, 

The licke Gentleman readie to faint foz wearineſſe, Florida 
fanding clole by his bed five, (all the reſt of the companie being in 
conference ſomething further off) ſhe gaue him very comfoꝛtable 
woꝛdes, aſſuring him when he would be able to walke abzoade, ſhe 
would reward him with the due hyze of all his delerued trauailes: 
pꝛaing him to ſatiſſie him ſelfe with thoſe fewe wozdes, till oppoꝛtu⸗ 
nitie would ofter them moze conuenient time fo2 the ſame : fo2, 
quoth ſhe, J baue ſuſpicious heads in mp companie, and therekoꝛe 


ie companie in like ſo2te taking their leaue of the ſickely 
d Cornelius, as they were all ſtirring to goe 


ed out the feruencie of bis fancie vnto her, which 
be carryed about him fo2 that purpoſe: whereupon Veroſa began ta 
feele her heart warmed, with a ſecret and pꝛiuie flame that lay wꝛap⸗ 
ped in her boſome, which lecret myſterie contained in the amoꝛous 
poeme deliuered her by Cornelius, the contents whereok ſhe greatly 
longed to ſuruay: and therefoe ſecretly lipt away from all the coms 
panie, and conueyed her ſelfe to her chamber, where locking her ſelfe 
kaſt within, leaf? ſhe ſhould be interrupted of any, ſhe began to pers 
uſe his lines, which were as hereafter followeth, oꝛ to like effect. 
pi 4 He fluent ſtreame that leades a ſwelling tyde, 
When Aquilon the raging waves docth reare, 

Bounce not more oft vpon their bankes ſo wyde, 
T ic with their force the ſtony rockes doe teare. 
Then panting doeth my heart her priſon walles, 

 Jumpe oft againſt, and umping ſudden fal les. 


The 


to deliuer to Veroſas handes a lkrowle, 
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The little current ſtealing through the vale, 


s Being ſtopt in courſe aboue her banke doeth ſwell: 
g | So ſtealing loue ſuppreſt, doeth make me pale, 

o | For why, in thought I feele a preſent hell. 

( | Thou maiſt direct theſtreame her courſe to keepe, 
e, And free my heart that lyeth in priſon deepe, 

a The little ſhrubbes in downes ſtirre not at all, 

n And meane mens thoughts are ſeldom ſauc'd with care, 
le When mightie Cedars ſhakt with windes do fall, 

je | And noble mindes on chaunces hard do fare, 

E Loue lookes not lowe on Idiots ruſtie ragges, 

te. | Nor cares not much for Marchants welthy bagges; 
n | But Loue (as Iuy claſpes the tree) takes holde, 

e On vertue, which is feated in the minde, 

3, And eke on Beautie pleaſant to beholde, 

je Neuer hoping for a better hap to finde, 

v | Then for to yeeld when heart on hope is paund, 

e | And to obey when honour doth commaund, 

es. 

h | Yourbeautie ſweete did claſpe my tender breaſt, 

a | My heart is paund your heaſt for to fulfill, 


3» | Loucin my lecret thought hath built his neſt, 


s | Honourcommaunds I muſt perfourme his will: 
Ip | Wherefore within your orient beauty faire, 
1s | Docth wholly reſt my wracke for to repaire, 
fe 


„ e that he had peruſed this kancie, the felt her heate to in⸗ 

4 Acreaſe, and her ſelfe altogether ouercome with the cunning 
lleigbtes of Aphrodites little wanton, that ſecretly had nowe 
; Rfolleninto her minde, and bended the ſame to ſtoupe to affection 2 fox 
being poung and tender, ſhe was apt foz any fozme oz impꝛeſſion. And 


thus feeling her minde boyling in the furnace of feruencte, the 
to conſider moze aduiledly of the matter, ſuppoling Cornelius but ac# 
coꝛding to the manner of youth, to luſt after her beautie, and not to 

L 3. means 
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meane any trueth oz honeſtie, knowing well, that vnder the kappe 
flowers div often lye the molt deadlyelt popſon, and that the Panther 
hath a noyſome bꝛeatb, though a painted ſkinne. Euen lo the layꝛeſt 
ſpeaches many times did containe the greateſt fraud and deceite: one 
while the called to minde her meaue eſtate and his high calling, which 
was luch a cooling car de to her hote ague, that ſhe was voyde ok hope 
to finde any thing but dil mulation in him: another while, wapgbing 
how vnlikely her hope was to take effect, though Cornelius had fo? 
his part meant all things faithfully and truely, being right alſur ed 
the Duke his father would neuer aſſenc thereunto. And finally thee 
conſidered, what great diſcommoditic it was ta kuſtaine the yoke of 
marriage: and the great eale qui etnes of minde, and due merite of a 
ſingle and [ole life, pzeferring the quiet ate of the moſt ſimple and 
poozeſt virgine, befoꝛe the rich robes, dainty diſhes, ſumptuous buils 
dings, and all the ambicious oſtentation of the ſtatelieſt matrone in 
the wozlde, And when (he had b2eathed a little vpon this Period, the 
began againe to peruſe Cornelius fancie, making a full point at euery 
woꝛd, and at every paint a ſigh interlaced with ſome bꝛiniſh teares, 
that like oʒient pearles trilled otter the rc of her cheeks, finding it 
impoſſible to relift the batteries ok loue the verifieth Horace ſayings, 
Lectus genialis in aula eſt, nil ait eſſe melius nil prius cœlibe vita ſi 
non eſt iurat bene ſolis elle maritis : & therewithal yſſued koꝛth tho? 
row a litle by gallerie vnto the cõmon garden, wherby both to rekreſh 
her ſelle with the aire, & allo taking delight in beholding ſome th ing 
ab:oad, where being come, the fir obiect that pꝛeſented him ſelle to 
her ſight was Cornelius, who all alone (being very melancholp) wal⸗ 
ked of purpoſe right vnder her chamber windowe, to ſee it he might 
take a view of his deereſt mia reſſe. Veroſa and Cornelius with the 
ſudden fight of each other were dꝛuen vato ſuch an extaſie, that foꝛ a 
while, the eyes onely in ſtead of their tongues deliuered the mcſſace 
ofthe minde: but at the laſt Cornelius remembzing him ſelle to bee 
_ man, and therekoꝛe moe animated by nature then ſhe, keganne his 
þ20poſition thus: 
Sweete miſtreſſe, thinke it not ſtr ange to ſee me thus long ſilent, 
for that with the ludden viewe of pour p2eſence J was fo metamoz⸗ 


pholed, that J had bene like (with Actcon) to be tranlfozmed o_ 
me 
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of the blacke Knight. 


fome newe ſhape : and if J faile in deliuer ing my mind, it is the funt 

neſle of my paſſion that pꝛocureth the ſame, being as kearekull to dil⸗ 

pleaſe, as F am feruent and deſirous to attempt: it is laid, that loue 
doeth make men Ozatours, but it ſeemeth vnto me other wiſe, fo? 
that ( in my opinion) the ſight ol the obtect which a man ſo much de⸗ 
ſireth, robbeth him of the ſence of the minde: and this is it, that made 
Mars to be mute, when he wzung Venus by the hand. CAhereloze, 
ſweete Verola, thinke the feruencie ol my faucie to lupplie the lacke 
T hane in vttering the ſame, J could with long am bages dilcourle 
of my loue, hut ſecing in many woꝛds lyeth miſtruſt, + that the trueth 


is bare, needeth no glozious Hewes togarniſh it ſelle : let this Lufs .. 2 


fice, Corneltus loueth Veroſa,this hart can fancie none but Veroſa. 

Albeit that this pleaſed Veroſa very well, yet ſtood ſhe in great 
doubt, leaſt this his pꝛoteſtation was btit a lapned glale to couer his 
fraudulent, intention, and not a ſeteled lopaltie grounded vpon any 
faithful re lalucion:vet notwithtanding thinking it no pollicie to dziue 
him away wich repulle : leaſt by her coyncſſe (he ſhould pꝛocure her 
owne dilcontent, and eg. his minde betweene keare and hope, 
[he framed him this an{v#e., Ponozableſeruant, (if the law⸗ maker 
do nat him ſclfe bꝛeake the law, I may withaut offence ſo call you) al⸗ 
though J am a maiden and thercloze ol no great capacity, allo Ve= 
roſa, whole innocent ſimplicitie can not ſearch forth the intricate quiz 
dities of ſophillry, pet am J not lo vote of all vaderſtanding, as to 
ſwallow the hooke becaaſe it hath a painted baite, and to ſup poyſon 
beeaule it is tempered wich hony : ks2 they which do thinkenerp look 
to be loue, euery (mile to be a lauoꝛ. euery wopd which the amozous 
louer ſpeaketh, to be an ozacle, ſhall no doubt to2 enery dꝛam they res 
ceiue ot ſweet content (while thus they linde them ſelues with ſelfes 
conceit jreape whole tunnes ot loꝛrowlul miſhaps, blaming the ir own 
credulitic,& curſing the poploned entilentents of alluring vanity, wha 
hauing fozgotten Cicerocs principle, Deliberandum eſt diu quod 
ſtatuendum eſt ſemel, run headlong to do that in haſte, which akter⸗ 
wards they map haue iuſt caule to repent at leiſure, O my L. Corne⸗ 


lius, zre not mens tongues reſembled co Mercuries pipe, which could 


chant Argus with his hund ed efcs, + be as pꝛeiudicial vnto vs filly 
maides as the ſozcering cups of As talle though ſweet,ye$ 
MINE ; the 
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the operation is peſtilent and monſtrous. Uherefo2e when ſuch mts 
licke is plaid, we had neede to ſtoppe our cares, leaſt the melodie tber⸗ 
of would animate vs to follie, and ſo by ſuſpecting little and truſting 
much, we ſhould wholly caſt our ſelues away: pet pardon me, Cor- 
nelius, in that I do ſuſpec t, foꝛ thereby J do feare, but not condemne, 
You would make me beleeue that Cornelius is in lone with Veroſa, 
he is a Pꝛince of great renowne , ſhe a meane and eriled Gentlewo⸗ 
man, whole baſe foztunes maketh her aſhamed to enter parlie with 
Cornelius: he an heire of great patrimonie, & ſhe allotted to a pooze 
and {imple dowzie. Can loue be ſhꝛowded vnder the habite of contra⸗ 
rieties : will the Eagle neſtle with the Dwle © o2 che Lyon harbour 
in the ſame denne with the wolfe * o2 can there be any limpathie of 
affection betweene a ropall Pzince and a homelie and imple mapde + 
And howe can J beleeue, that (when foztune hath allotted ſuch diffe⸗ 
rence betweene our degrees) our thoughtes could be vnited in loue, 
lith in the knitting of affection, Aurum eſt cauſa fine qua non: fox 
loue without wealth is like the Cedar tree without fruite, oz fire 
without fewell : ſuppoſe then pou fancie my beauty, wherewith you 
will be ſhoꝛtly ſo glutted, that taking a lurket thereon, you will vo⸗ 
mite it vp wich repentance,and lo that which earſt ſeemed moſt plea- 
ſant and delectable, will become odious ans lothſome , eſpecially to 
ſuch as loue with euery looke, who like the Pirte fone freeze inward⸗ 
Ip, when they ſeeme outwardly to burne, and like the ſerpentine pau⸗ 
der that will quickely take fire, but pꝛeſeutly be quenched, verikping 
the Pꝛouerbe, Soone ripe loone retten. Cornelius, to cut her off 
from this inuectiue, thought it fitter to topne illue with her, chen to 
let her pꝛoceed any further ther ein, began thus, a 

It were very abſurd, Veroſa, ot particular inſtances to inkerre 
a concluſion generall: what though ſome did like fo2 pꝛolite ſake, and 
doeth it therefoze argue, that all ſhould tye their affections to wealth 
and riches : are Venus ſhʒines to be furniſhed with coyne, oz her deitp 
to be adozed with a loyall and louing beart: is Cupid to be fred with 
golde, oz to be obeped in his abſolute commaund wich conffancte * 
thinke pou Veroſa,that Cornelius the lonne of renowmed Deuaſco, 
will harbour ſuch baſe thoughtes and ſeruile conceitcs : as to pꝛiʒe 
ſubſtance moze then honour, and to meaſure his amours by —_ 
pelte, 
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that nowe you are Malter of the loꝛtreſſe pon ſo lately beſieged, vle 
pour victozte with ſuch clemencie, that you reap not thereby defame; 


of theiblackeKitight 


pelfe, not by lafting vertue * uo Is thinke no 

beleene this Parime to berie, that in de there 

it bzooketh no exception of want : and lore a 
the field, there alwapes either Plentie pitcheth his — 97 Con⸗ 

tent ſo tempereth lacke wich realſoa that the defect ol the dne 

niſhed. with tle vertue ok the other. hn then, w = we 

Veroſa, if of my conſbancie, ſulpect not befoze you ule r fe 


will aſſure you, no tr aggling Aeneas ſhall pꝛooue me fleeting,” ud? 
any falſe Iaton conclude me fraudulent: what though the Pirte (one 
burne outwardly. and 1 weapon > that —.— res 


| Veroſa, that no diſaſter Fo2tune (hall _ me tomakea 2 


ol my affection, noz pet the bitter krownes of hard aduerſitie cauſe 
me to alter fancte: wherefoze, deare Miſtreſſe, peeld me not thaffe 
fo pure cone, dꝛoſſe fo2 tryed mettall, and to conclude, repay not my 
ar dent and loyall loue with colde and coye dildaine: ko beleeue me, 
and let this woꝛd conclude all, F loue Veroſa , and J hate my life 
if I be not loued againe of Veroſa: with this concluſion, Corneli- 

us ſealing his Plea with a deepe ſigh, expected anſwere;-and/Veroſa 
ſuppoling chat his paſlion pꝛoceeded of pure loue, and not of wanton 
luſt, deſirous to dꝛiue him out of doubt with aſſurance of her fidelity, 
bꝛiekely returned him this anſwer, 

Ah Cornelius, the iuyce of. Selandine is ſweete, but it fretteth 
deadly, and pour woꝛdes be pleaſant but they might pzecenda pꝛeiu⸗ 
dice: pet nevertheleſle, J am neither ſo faint hearted as not to dare 
to beleeue, noꝛ pet ſo curious to miſtruſt, but that I may pꝛo miſe to 
loue Cornelius, and alſo faithfully perfourme the ſame, ſo it be withs - 


| out dilparagement of mine honour, which is the onely Jewell 1 


haue in this mp declining eſtate. TUherefoze, ſweete Cornelius, ſith 


no2 J repentance 2 wherewith he wꝛung her hand, and ſhe bluſhed, 
and pꝛelently both banifhing feare, louingly imbzoced, and ſealed vp 


the couenant witha leale of lweete kiſſes, - - 


P | Priſcus 
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e with Flora; : their 


nde entertainment vnto, 


- — ehisy bee fines 10 Urn 115 af tele 
* — content, the Peuialoyes entred 
the garden, which bꝛake vp the oltrence of theſe 

ay new Louers, lealk there might be conceiued any 
F 77 = 8 W ſuſpicions of their affections; and ſo Verols returs 

net in great haſte the ſame way ſhe came, ging 
(uche gantte Tuch bind far#wel to Comeliu, that with Apollo 
he would haue purſued Daphne flying, had it not bene to oifrowt him 
ſelke and his fancies to his coozen Deualoyes, whole pꝛefence pꝛeuen⸗ 
ted the ſame, Cornelius was very glad to haue bꝛought his purpoſe 
to ſo good an end referring the ſequel of further conference till oppoꝛ⸗ 
tunifie would giue him leaue. And ſo leauing them m the ſimpathie 
oe their plealinx defires, J will returne to Priſcus, who all this while 


e 


lowe, pet he datly mended ſinee the comfo2tatle pꝛepar atiue he had 
reteiued at Floridas hands, the only ſurgeon that could cure his mas 
ladie: reaſon being ſo blinded with fancie, that he had wholly koꝛgot⸗ 
ten, that his affect ion to Florida had pꝛocured the te ſſe of his friend, 
and finding her looks as attractiue as Jet, he percetued him ſelfe too 
weake to withſtand the fozce thereof, ſo that peelding to the necellitie 
ok his paſſion; he continued cer taine dayes not thozoughly recouered, 
though wel amended, in which time the Gentlewomen, and the Loꝛos 
et great account came daily to comfoꝛt him, which was a good 05 
to weare away that weaviſome diſeaſe, which in the end being cleane 
ſhakt awap, koꝛtune offered him very conuenient oppoztunitie, to aps 
point a meeting to haue lecret conference with Florida, which wa 


appointed to be the next mozaing in that attilfeſall parabice, J 


that Pꝛiuie gatden, wherbin firf he hav 2 his alfection vn · i] 


ts her: and Priſcus haulug obtained a graunt of that which was his 
chiefeſt deſire; tooke ſmall rel this night, meditating vpon the luc⸗ 
ceſſe ot his fcꝑtunes the next day t and by that Phocbus appeared in 
the Cal, he quickelp beer him to the place of metting, and — 
miſling 


lap ſicke of his ague, the extremitie whereof had brought him verre | 


W 


of che-blatke Knight: ” 
milling of Florida, becauſe it was ſo timely! be ſate dotune in a fin®- 
barbour,where with ehe mulicall harmante of the birdes che pleaſanc 
murmure of a Chziſtalline ſpzing that there was, together with.the 
| wearinelle of his bodie, (being ſo long exempt krom anp reſt) lulled 
him a⸗lleepe, in which time Florida mindfull of her pꝛomes, repay⸗ 
red thirher alſo, who ſitting by that ſweete Helicon to dziue away 
thoughtes, melodioully warbled out this inſuing Dittie. 
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By proofe I finde to turne vnto their paine, 
Such obiectes rare do darke the ſence: for why, 
The beames thereof refleQing, pierce againe 
| With double force the fatthtull Lquezs breſt, 
| Vauill by ſtealth it robbes his quiet reſt. 


| TP [He ae gets te thatpleaſorhocurioureye, 


2 


„ 


Like Iett attractiue, and like peatcing ſteele, 
The heauieſt things vnto it ale It, drawes, 
Nothing ſo hard, but yeeldes: wherefore J fecle 
My heart is drawen vnto his proſcript Lawes, 

And pearced eke by force of ſubtill fight, aths 

W herefore Iyeeld vnto his lawlefle might, 1,7 
niz lis} ob 2 

His might hath captiue tane my penſiue heart., 

His might hath made my hauty breſt to bend, | 
His might hath turned my ieſting vnto ſmart, 

His might enforſt me ſcalding ſighes to ſend 1; 
5 28 mn carefull thqughtes e 
ope of nought cls, but liuing in annoys !..,... | 11 
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The ſtrange Aduentures 
beaſtes doe chew their cuddes in ſhade, 

it doe they carb for barren winters foode, 

10 knew but ſhallowfoords;feares.not to wade? 

Euen ſo each louer in his merrie moode, 
(When fortune ſmiles and holdes him in her lappe) 
Thinkes not this ealme docth breede an after-clappe. 


9 „ hauing thus finiſhed her Dittie, Priſcus awaked with the 
found thereof, would do no leſle then pap her her debt in the ſame 
copne, whereupon he deſcanted this enſuing kancie. 


3 wearie ſleepeleſſe reſt 
In nightes doe argue care, 
And dayes with dole oppreſtt 
To them that louers are: 
Then watchfull cares that with my colour grew, 
To heate extreme ſhall prooue me louer true. 


Mee louer true, then traeth- 

De ſerueth truſt I trow, 

Which motiue is too ruthe 

In ſuch as grace doeth grow. 
No pittic then without deſert I craue: 
For what I bought I metited to haue. 


To haue what faith may reape, 

And loyall * 

I ought to haue like cheape, 

As1 doe ſell againe. Ea D 
With loyaltie I purchiaſe all m lou ecm 
God graunt againe that others faithfull prooue. 


If faithfull others procue, 
I ptize my paine for nought, 
If tryed trycth 


ucth niyth6ouc, | 
Ihaue the thing I ſought,” 
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an erro2 : fo2 ought you mote to regard a little trauell which pour 


of the blacke Knight! 


If neither may take place, I pine with woe, 
Dye had I leuer, then live and living fo, 


Riiſcus with this note finiſhed his ſong, and meſently hyed We to 
the place where Florida was: where laluting her after the belt 
manner he could, ſhee gaue him very friendly entertamment, 
Priſcus of a long time could not frame him ſelfe to ſpeake to Florida, 
till ſhe did (as it were) glaciem ſecare, taking occaſion firſt to ſhewe 
him his kriend Moderatus letter vnto her: the which albeit he had 
ſcene it befo2e, pet peruſing the contents, he tooke very heauilp the 
loſle of ſo deare a friend, which Florida perceiuing, began to thake 
him out of his dumpe thus: 
hy how now, Priſcus, what meaneth theſe ſighing ſobbes, 
which may rather bzeede your harme then any hope ok reliefe, take 
heede leaſt in complaining befoze yon haue cauſe, (foꝛtune offended 
with pour vniuſt accuſation) a iuſt occaſion of repentance map follow, 
And if theſe raping paſſions pꝛoceed of my gentleneſſe vnto pou, AY 
am ſozie to haue bene lo ouer liberall of mine honour, in entertaining 
pott with ſuch kindneſſe: if your griefe be foz your friend, then reaſon 
doubtleſſe may well ſatiſfie a reaſonable man to be refozmed in ſuch 


friend endureth in kozren and ſtrange countryes, (where he gayneth 
moꝛe honour by the title and name of a traueller, beſides knowledge 
and experience, which be two ſo rare and ſpeciall iewels, then would 
many thouland times counter uaile the labour o2 daunger of his pil- 
grimage) then the loue of Florida, which once you ſeemed to p2ize 
of greater value then your owne life, Sure I mult thinke il you doe 
ſo, that either ou did then counterfet, oz nowe diſſemble, either of 
which are two too baſe qualities fo2 an honourable minde. And Mo- 
deratus, no doubt, will returne hither againe, when he may vnder⸗ 
ſtand that all goeth well with you, which datly he may heare wheres 
loeuer he is commozant, being inquilttine (as you map allure your 
ſeife he is) of the ſtate of my fathers Court, and then pour ioy will be 
double, his wiſhed: preſence repaying with vlurie your late penance 
fog his ablence. Ann 


dr theſe comfo2table 0 Priſcus was very much eaſed, 
3 and 


The ſtrange Adventures 
and having well conſidered the whole circumſtance of Floridas 
ſpeach, which to his ntdgement pꝛoceeded of a hearty zeale; fromthe 


melodious har monie of her lugred voyce , the influence whereof 


had fo rauithed'his minde, that fo2 a long ſpace he could not vtter one 
woꝛd, till in the end being halfe awaked out of his newe traunce, he 

embzaced Florida ſo louingly, as though he had bene readie to de⸗ 
part out of this wozlde, and eltſoones watered his cheekes with a new 
tyde of flowing teares, (pꝛoceebing from the vnſpeakable iop of his 
ouer-ardent defire, hauing now obtained a graunt to ſatilfie his ex⸗ 


pectation) and alſo peelded vnto her aboundance of thankes fo? thts 


her kind compaſſion, in relieuing his infe2tunate and miſerable eſfates 
wherefoze he vowed euer to remaine her true leruant at all times, 
ready to recompence the lame: with this and ſuch like amozous 
pꝛattle, they pꝛotracted the time till dinner, about what time, fox 


feare to be diſcouered there together, (leaſt once being luſpectev, 


ſome watching Argus, decyted by the teloulie of ſome new Juno, 

might hinder the ſame) hauing vnited them lelues in the ſtmpathie 
of their loues, with faithfull pꝛomiſes and lweete embꝛacings, they 
tooke their leaue each ok other with interchaunged glaunces, and ſo 
departed, Florida to her chamber, and Priſcus to the Court, where 
his welcome was not flenver, that being his firſt flight alter ys ſo 
long and daungerous ſickeneſle, 


Moderatus trauaile in the fozreff, ſoze pinched with hunger. 
His paſsipg through Vmbri : his trauaile in the forreſt of 
Eſina: his complaint being driven to great penurie : bis com- 
ming to the Hermites Cell, and their conference. The Her- *" 
mites narration of the impriſonment of King LoTHyvs 
daughter Mobzs rA, and the ſurmiſed occaſiou thereof. 
Mo opERAArvs determination to ynderrake the combate for 
her, and his myſticall finding of Armour and horſe , for 


the t purpoſe. Chap. 10. 


Aus leauing P riſcus to bathe him ſelfe in the pleaſant ſreame 
ol ſweete content, being now maſter of his deſtre, iet vs againe 


dire cb 


returne to Moderatus, whome we left in the Fozreſt, readit 
49 bend! the courſe-of his pilgrimage which way deſtinte din 
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of theblacke Knight. | 


direct him, hauing many, daycs trauaplen in the deſartegof that 
tountrey, wherein no aduenture happened wozthie memozie, bug 
that hee was put verie often in great daunger of his like with 
wilde beaſtes, hunger aud thirſt alſo troubling him very ſoze, ha⸗ 
uing no other foode, then ſuch wilde kruites which the Fozreſt did 
peeld vnto him. wala 

In this ſozt, with very (mall reft he palſed thꝛough the wilder⸗ 
neſſe of Liguria, and entre the iplencifull and fruicfull Countrey ok 
Picenum, which was a very pleaſant and delectable ſople, and res 
pleniſhed with many fayꝛe Cities and Townes, wherein he well re⸗ 
kreched him ſelfe with vittaples and lodging, vnderſtanding ofthe in⸗ 
habitants of that place, that he was not paſt thꝛeeſcoʒe leagues from 
Spoletum a Citie in Vmbria, where the famous Ring Lothus, 
Pꝛince of that countrep, helde his Court: wherefo2e he determined 
befoze all other things to viſite the lame, both to ſttruay the manner 
and oꝛder thereof, and alſo to vifite his vnkle Byndon which atten» 
ded in the Kings Court, from whom he had heard no newes by wozd 
02 wit ing, ſince Priſcus (his faithfull and aſſured friend) bzought ſas 
lutations from him to Deuaſcos Court: on thts determination he 
ſet fozwards towards Spoletum, found very eaſie wates and plaine 
paſſages till he had paſt the riuer Eſis in Vmbria, where he was to 
paſſe thzotgh the great Foꝛreſt of Eſina wherein he travelled certain 
dayes very readily, finding fapꝛe pathes and plaine bzoad wayes, till 
being come further into the lozreſt, the remembzance of his old griels 
made ſuch a freſh wound in his minde, that the pangs thereof bzou 
him cleane out of his wap, hawbeit he wandzed manp dapes in tho! 
deſarts, neither finding way to get out, no2 place to take any reſt in, 
till at length being ouer⸗wearped with labours, and ouercame with 
faintneſſe fo; want of foode , the heace of the day being allo very ex⸗ 
treme, he ſought out a cold ſhade ſomewhat to eaſe his wearyed 
limmes, and hauing (fo2 that purpoſe) Tepped a little to the thickelf 
of the woods, he eſpied a faire Beech tree growing vpon a line greene 
banke, dame Flora hating checkered the ground with curious knots 
pf ſund2y flo wers, bounding vpon a faire fauntain, the beauty wherof 
ſeenicd ſoglonous, that he ſuppoſed it to be the bowze, whith Venus 


| » | - had prepared co dally with her louing Adon,whetin (althogh „ 
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The ſtrange Aduentures 
now very penliue) he tooke maruellous great delight, vpon the which 
be ſtretches his wearie limmes, and began to meditate with himſelfe 
of his foztunes in this manner. . . e 
Ah Moderatus, how tnfo2tunate art thou, that the fates haue 
loaded thee with mote cares then peeres, and with moꝛe miſery then 
thy tender age could well ſuſtaine : menacing thee daily with a dil⸗ 
mall ende, thy chiefe hope reſting in death to extinguiſh thy pinching 
penurie: being allured ok nothing, but that the date of thy life (hal be 
repleniſhed with extreme wants, foztune not contented with thy 
meane miſhappe in that thou art an exile to the countrey, and from a 
free liber tine of Florence bzought thee to be a hireling to Deuaſco: 
but allo infuſing into thy minde a raſh and vnaduiſed reſolution, to 
vndertake a voluntarie exile from thy Parents and friendes, the 
weight of which raſh attempt, now thou feeleſt ſo heauie, that thou 
art like to pay the charge thereof with no leſſe then the pꝛice of thine 
owne life: but what then, fond Vloderatus, doeſt thou feare death * 
82 art thou ſuch acoward, as to be dilmaid at euer y puffe of aduerſe 
foztune : ſhall ſhe triumph in the conqueſt of thy minde % and laugh, 
beholding thee to take thy miſerie lo impatient, when as otherwiſe in 
booking alt things with content, thou doeſt counterchecke her p2ive 
with patience, which is the ſharpeſt incounter that can be giuen to her 
inlolencie: feare not then, Moderatus, (foꝛ thou mult die but once) 
and willtngly peeld thy life a ſacrifice to perfect ſo rare a faith, and 
let the lame be a mirrour to the wozld to expꝛeſſe thy app2ooued fide * 
litie, ſo hall thy name be eternized in the vooke of memozte, and thy 
pure friendſhip be a p2eſidenc of faithfull hearts, and alſo the loap* 
ſtarre to guide all vertuous mindes to that happy and honourable 
bower of modeſt and chaſte lopaltie. Ah, but alas, J feare not to die, 
but J tremble at the manner of my death, might J but encounter 
wich mp launce ſome ſtout warriour, and lo periſh in his hands, it 
would nener grieue me: koz as the Italian pꝛouerbe is, Merire 
nel-la guarro, eletto del honore: but thus to famiſh with hunger, 
pea, and withall in deſarts vnknowen, where no ſooner then my bꝛeth 
foxlakes mp panting bꝛeaſt, buc che vmbles of monftrous and raue⸗ 
ing wilde beaſtes will be my graue, and ſo che fonne of renowmed 


Perduratus will be thꝛowen to the well of Obliuion: foz that no * | 
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of the blacke Knight, 


of his woꝛthie memozie remaineth ertant alter his dereale: ſeelng 
then to dye ſo deſperately is the marke of a bꝛutiſh faint-heart, lie 
llouth, plucke vp thy heart, and wander pet lame what in theſe deſarts 
to leeke (ſome aduentures, to ſee if good koꝛtune will preſent thee 


n with a calme after ſo bitter and ſharpe a ſtoꝛme. In this moode 
G | Moderatus very faintly role vp, and entred further into the woods, 
« where (by goob hap) vpon a ſudden he eſpyed out of a Rocke hard by, 
je | alittle ſmoke to iſſue out at a narrowe hole, which was the onely en⸗ 
v trance vnto the ſame : whereat he made good ſemblance, ſuppoſing 
a that ſome kinde of people inhabited there, and not minding to delay 
: the time, ano burne vp daplight in kriuolous cogitations, he boldip- 
ta | Entred the ſame, the going in was very darke, but being come ſome⸗ 
je what kurt her therein, a little mote light appeared, pꝛoceeding krom 
u | a hole which was in the live of the Caue towardes the Galt, which 
je made it ſomething moze lixhtlome 2 by this light he deſcryed a good 
4+ olde man, ſitting in a ſeate dig zed out ok che hard Nocke, his hoarie 
ſe boarie haires (being meſſengers of the winter of his age) ſeemed to 
h. couer a treaſurie of erperience, being a perfect Idea of à penttent 
in and moꝛtiſied minde 3 fox he late there in a lurcoat of Gray, leaning 
de bis head on his hand, and his elbow on his Knee, bzeathing toozth! 
er [kalding ſighes, and chedding aboundance of teares, earneſtly be⸗ 
e) bolding the earth vnder his feet, as thou qh he expected that the ſame 
1 would pꝛeſently gape, and open her devouring Jawes to receine him 
cs therein. Thus like a man in a trauace he reſted a petty while, till 
yp | in the end ſhaking off thele melancholy paſſions, with a moze pleas 
ys | [antcountenance, and ſmpling, as it were, at ſome ſecret tonteite he 
le | Chaunced to calt vp his eyes, and bcholding a ranger to enter vnto 
le, the cloſet of his ſecrets without his licence, be lo fiercely-bended his 
er | bzowes, that the furie of his countenance diſcouered he had bene a 
it man ok no meane thoughtes. Moderatus all this while being in a 
re bzowne ſtudie, viewing the ſtrange manner both of the Permites | 
r, lodging, and allo of his paſſionate bebauiour vnder fo graue acoun- 
th | Senance, had fozgotten as much as ta ſalute this good olde Father: 
„ | who ſeeing this rude and inhumane intruſion, hakt him out of his 
ev + memento with this ſharpe repꝛehenſion. 
ict My friend, ik thou mailt not rather be tearmed a pꝛiuate * 
ok t 
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that thus by intruding thy ſelfe vnto my lecrets, haſt increaſe» my 
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griefe, bꝛought thy ſelf in ſuſpicion of a guilty conſcience: my friend, 
IJ ſap, what chance hath bzought thee here vnto this my pooze lodg⸗ 
ing, to dilcouer the penitent and paſſionate perplexities of my withe⸗ 
red and decaying peres: if purpoſely haue vnderſtoodof my reſidence 
in this place, thou cameſt to reioyce at my miſery, euill mayeft thou 
thyine in ſa wicked a determination: but if a Pilgrime and a trauel⸗ 
ler, that by chaunce didſt diſcouer this my ſecret and pooze Cell, re- 

turne as thou cameſt, thy offence (pzoceeding ot no malice) is alreat y 
pardoned. Moderatus herewith awaking out ef ſome ſecret imagi⸗ 
nation he was in concerning the ſtrangeneſle of the place c manner of 
the perſon, acknowledging his errour, replyed vnto him thus. 

Good Father, pardon this my rachnes, and aſſure your ſe ke it was 
done rather of ignoꝛance then of malice, and pꝛoceeding rather ofer* 
treme want, being almoſt famiſhed with penurie, then of any pzinate 
determination to pudermind pour ſecrets, 92 yet any ſpeciall defire to 
be acquainted with pour miſer ie, the which, as J do vnderſfand,doeth 
much vere you. but nothing at all pleaſure me: and now to purge my 
ſelle of this committed crime, you ſhail vnderſtand that J am a pooꝛe 
trauailing pulgrime a mere ſtranger in this countrep, & therefore vas 
acquainted with thele difficult paſſages, thꝛougb ſo dangerous and vn⸗ 
pafable a wildernes, which is the occaſion that J wander in this foz⸗ 
relt;this foure oꝛ fiue dayes without anp.maner of food ts ſuſtaine my 
bobp,and to ſatiſũie nature which hath bought me ſo low, #*made me 
lo.feeble,that except ſome remozce be taken of mp extreme penury, A 
am like thus bꝛutichly to periſh foz lacke ofſuſtenance: wherfoꝛe good: 
reuerend father, I hartily deſire pou, (if a ſtrangers penitent ſubmil⸗ 
fion may take place) to pardon mp willing, though not witting ol⸗ 
fence. And if the omnipotent Creatoꝛ of all things, hach dewed dawne 
any pitty 02 compaſſion amidſt theſe wilde delartes, let me obtame 
ſome ſuccour at pour hands. 


kis hart, as one that had ſufficiently experienced the trial ef ſuch hard 


6 —= foztunes, greatly pittying the lamentable caſe of ſo goodly a poung 
man, being now fully ſatil ſied vpon his pꝛoteſtation, that there was 


but good meaning in the vnerpected pꝛeſence of Modetatus, he be X 
OP x hun. \ 
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The gray he aded old father, with teares in his eyes and criefe in 
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himſelf contented therwith, æ aſſured Moderatus cher for Tuch Gomes 
iy ſuſtenance, as the Cel of a pooze hermite could affoo2d,be was har” 
tily welcom, fo2,quoth he, this mp pooze lodge ts not repleniſhed with 
any Tote of dainty diſhes noz fine cates, yet fully furniſhed both with 
ſuch viands as map ſuffice nature, & allo with peremptozy Exelolute 
content: neither do J delight in ſuch dꝛugs as may pꝛocure appetite, 
but rather cotente> with a few roots, & ſuch other wild fruits as this 
foꝛreſt doth peeld, only to latiſde and pꝛeſerue nature: thus mp friend, 
haſt thou heard how wel J am ſtoꝛed, & leſt thou ſhouldeſt thinke that 
I diſſemble with thee, come hither, thine eyes ſhalbe a wirnes ot the 
truth, e ty ſtomacke ſhall pꝛooue how it can digeſt hard fare, as peni⸗ 
tent perſons dyet them ſelues withall. By this, he had bꝛoͤught Mo- 
deratus to the ſtoꝛehauſe where all his pꝛouiſion was, there he fealted 
him with the beſt refreſhing his friendly and gentle hoaſt conld koz the 
time) pꝛouide fo2 bim, which being done, Moderatus loaded the olde 
Per mite with he apes ol thankes, and then, quoch he vnto him, (being 
deſirous ofnewes)J hearttly deſire you, reuerend kather, to let me vn⸗ 
derſtand how farre it hence to Spoletum, and whether Lothus pine 
vf theſe countries keepeth his Court there, oꝛ where els. And further, 
what aewes inthe Court, oz what late accidents hath there hapnen 
woꝛthie of remembꝛance: to palle away the time, dean to gras 
tilte this my requeſt. 

Mell had this good olde Hermite ſkill of cutteſie, nature hauing 
dealt very krankly with him, in giuing him a curteous diſpoſitions & 
naͤrture topned with trauell and experience had allied him to good 
maners, lo that he tudged all curteous and friendly demaunds, tobe 
anſwered with like curteſte,and cherefoze he returned this anſwer. 

My lonne, very glad I would be to pleaſure thee any way A could: 
fo2,beleene me, when J heardof thy miſfoꝛtunes, it pittied me to ſee 
thy extreme necellities, ſurely I iudged koꝛtune either blind (as the 
poets faine her to be) o a very nt iſpoſing of her kauo 3 
would load one of la few yeares i gentle d 
derous burthen, and not rather aduaunce h 
quiet and happy like: and ſurely, had J 


to the higheſt note ol a 
my felfe experienced 


part both of her tauours and krownes, and that ſo inconllant aug 
mutable, that hee well witneſſed her kooteſtoole to be round and a 


| 2 ; romling 
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ion, with ſuch a pon 
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rowting fone which is euer fleeting 2 J would with vehemencie ex ⸗ 


claymed againſt her fo this her hard ſentence, and very ſozy Jam, 


that I can not thzoughly latiſſie thy demaund, being altogether a 
ftranger both to the Tountrey and inhabitants thereof ; fo2 that my 
natine ſoyle is in great Brittane; and therein hauing ſpent the pꝛime 
of my yeares in kriuolous and pouthfull fantalics, became in mine 
age a penitent Pilgrime, to make ſatilfaction ſoz my foʒmer follyes, 
and thus far re J| came, where viewing a place ſo ſolitarte and conue⸗ 
nient to weare out the reſt of mp dapes in deuotarie Oziſons and 
PÞzayers, I bequeathed mp ſelle nowe in the winter of mine peeres, 
(hauing ſhaken handes with al pleaſure /t puniſh mp bodte with hard 
and auſtere diſcipline , thereby to make ſatiſcaction foꝛ the great 
multitude of my foʒmer trelpafles : thus thou mayſt pcrceiue, howe 
that very litle J can ſatiſfie thy requeſt: but fo2 newes, becauſe thou 
art ſo deſirous thereof, J will tell thee a very dulctull tale, that one 
pins by this wap, declared vnts me, which now lately hape ned in 
ing Lothus Court, and I thiuke as pet it is not fully finiſhed: and 
thus it is. 
The fayze Lady Modeſta, daughter to the King, was ok malice 
by Countie Delamure accuſed of foznication, with a Florentine nas 
med Byncon, a Gentleman very much beloued: pet becauſe he 
was a ſtranger, the bloody minded Delamure could not ſo boldely 
foꝛge ſuch treacherie, and commit luch mercilelſe maſſacre againſt 
any, as towardes him: this accuſation pꝛoceeded not of any enmit ie 
betweene him and Byndon, but of meere malice to vertudus Mo- 
deſta, in whole life and conuerſation (as it is credibly repotted) there 


is liuely pourtraped out a perfect Mappe of modeſt chaſtitie, and ver⸗ 


tuous humanitie: wherefoze the hardeſt heart would be diſſo lued in⸗ 


to teares, fo2 pure compaſſion of ſach crueltie. Then quoth Mode- 


ratus, how know you that ſhe is innocent, and il this pꝛoceedeth but 
of your coniecture, you may very well be in a wzong boxe: fox wo⸗ 
men be wily cattell, and ſometimes vnder the habite of counterfee 
grauitie, they hyde a moſt vnchaſte and wanton deſtre, and fo blinde 
and deceiue the ſimple and plaine meaning man in his coniectures, 
and indeede J tell you, J much maruell that one cf your peeres and 
experience, ſhould without ſome ſpeciall knowledge iudge ſo well ol 
| the - 


the Feminine gender, without that it was your foztune neuer inall 


which neuerthelelle grew to ſmall effect: foʒ that Modeſta was not 


not to trie her patience am furcher, no2 to diſquiet him lelfe with her 
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vour life to haue dealings with any, 02 that the Planets were in ſuch 
fanourable aſpects at the time of pour birth, that they aſſured you of 
truth where pou committed any truſt. And as Moderatus was as 
bout to pꝛoceed further in this matter, the olde Hermite did cut him 
olf with this replie. 

My ſonne, thou art much to blame to iudge ſo hard ok women, 
oꝛ to thinke me lo credulous: fo2 as the one is not alwayes bad, ſo 
in the other J would not be lightly carryed either to like o2 miſlike, 
without reaſon ſhould induce me thereunto: and thereloze, omits 
ting the caſe in generall touching all women, J will ſpeake in pars 
ticular ofthis matter, alſur ing you that all which I ſpeake, grewe 
vpon a p2obable reaſon, being infozned of the trueth by one of the 
parties pꝛiuie to the conſpiracie: ſo nom marke, and pou ſhall heare 
the diſcourſe thereof, * 

County Delamure, being a gallant and bꝛaue Courtier, fell in 


7 Tone with the Lady Modeſta, whoſe beauty and conuerlation moos 


ued him to extreme heate, that he might truly (ay, 

Sed (cio quiſquis amat vritur igne graui: 
And being in chis extremit ie of paſſion, he pꝛoſecuted his loue vnto 
her verp earneſtly, by all wayes and meanes that poſlibly he could, 


et reſolued to entertaine oꝛ fancie any, and if ſhe had, hardly could 
ſhe haue bene contented to like of him, becauſe he was fo perempto⸗ 
rie, that it ſeemed he rather expected fo2 it by commaund, then en⸗ 
deauoured to merite it by delert. Mherekoze the chaſte Modeſta 


luſpected his fancie to be but fapned, pꝛoceeding rather of luſt, then 


of any pure and vnſpotted loue, and therekoze gaue him an abſolute 
anlwere, no further to pꝛolecute his ſuite vnto her: and in the ende 
(dꝛiuen thereuato by impoztunitie) ſhe gaue him ſkraigbe warning 


denials: fo2 if he did ( if none other meane could take effect) ſhe ſaid, 
that ſhe would acquaint the King her father therewith, and then 
haply he ſhould repent him but too late. | 

Countie Delamurc taking this repulſe very grieuoullp, with 


great ranco2 and malice in his minde, neuer cealed to muent and des 
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tile meanes to dekame Modeſta , and thus at Taft he byottght it 
to palle, Firſt, he compacted with one of Modeſtas Gentlewomen, 
which was neere about her called Ambideza, and houing cozrupted 
her parti with gifts, partly with pzomile of marriage, to keepe his 
counſell and to further his enter pꝛiſe, interchangeable othes fox per * 
koxmance of epther of their pꝛomiles palt betweene them: Delamure 
bauing the plat ready in his head, ſaid vnto her thus, then (my ſweet 
Ambideza) mult thou in thy Miſtreſſe name repaire to Byndon the 
Florentine, who, as J thinke, is ſomewhat fauoured of her, and tell 
bim, that thy Miſtreſſe willeth him ſoone thts euening, to repaire to 
ber chamber when thep are at ſupper, and that thou wilt be there 
ready to let him in, where he (hal ſtap til thy miſtres come vnto him, 

to commune of ſome ſpeciall matters, ſhe would haue none pꝛiuie but | 
them both: that done, ik he commeth, (as J am ſure he will) watch 
fo2 him there, and bzing him to the little cloſet hard by her chamber, 
where leaue him, and giue me lome watch-wozde ok his being there, 
and then may J haue oppo2tunitie, to requite an euill turne he bath 
done againſt me. Ambideza well contented to doe any thing, were 
it neuer ſo farre from reaſon and conſctence, to gaine ſo honourable a 
hulband, pꝛomiſed to ſatiſtie his will, which accoꝛdingly ſhe did. And 
Byndon, vnwitting what banquet was pꝛeyared fo2 him, faithfully 
citing credite to the meſſenger, knowing her of lome truſt with her 
Miſtreſſe, repapꝛed at the time appointed, thꝛough a range gallery 
be well knew, to Modeſtas chamber, where Ambideza watched 
bis comming, and bzought him to that little Clollet, from the which 
there was an entrance both to Modeſtas chamber, and alſo to the 
galler ie, thzough che which Byadon had chither repapꝛed, and has 
uing ſhut him in, Ge p2eſently gave the watch⸗wozde to Countp 
Delamure, who being very glad, that his purpoſe was bꝛonght to 
ſo good a paſſe, made one 02 two of his vaſſals and bond-flaues pꝛiuie 
ol his pꝛetence, whome he had well aduanted fo ſuch a purpoſe: and 
when he had well ſchooled them, what they had coſay when the mat · 
ter ſhould come in queſtion, he watched the time of Modeſtas going 
to pꝛaper, which alvtayes ſhe vſed to do by her lelle alone, an hower 
oz two betfoze bed time: and when he had eſpyed her to fozſake the 
pꝛeſence, and all alone to depart, he thought it tz fitcelt time — | 
Fes. 3 07 
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woke his milchienous intent, and lo togither with thoſe that he had 
dealt with therein, he lecretly came to Modeſtas chamber, who ha* 
ning made her ſelfe ready to pꝛaper, was opening the cloſſet dooze, 
where Byndon was, (God knoweth, ignozant that any body was 
within) County Delamure vnleene ok her was hard at her heele, and 
aſſoone as ſhe had opened the doꝛe of the clolet, entred in with her, and 
pꝛeſent iy Bindon, who was within, ſeeing moze then Modeſta to ens 
ter the chamber. luſpected pꝛelently ſome treaſon, & ſought in al halte 
to conuay him ſelfe at the backe dooze which entred ta the gallerp, | 
there had the County appointed one of his men to watch, & had giuen 
him inſtructions, if Byndon ſought that way to eſcape, that he would 
pꝛeſenely thꝛuſt him in wich his rapier, which accoꝛdingly took effect, 
and lo very villanouſly was Byndon murthered by his direction: to 
cou'o2 which diuiliſh pꝛactiſe, and to the full conſuming of his wicked 
intent, he repaired fozthwith to the King, and infourmed him that he, 
and ſome others paſſing thzough a ſtrange gallery in his Htghneſſe 
Court, had dilcoue red a great crime committed in his ropal Pallace, 
which was no leſſe then the deflowzing of his owne natur al daughter, 
and ſhewed him further the manner of che appꝛehenſion, and how 
Byndon being the offendoꝛ would haue made eſcape, ſo that his man 
to ſaue his owne lite, was fozced to kill him: fo that Byndon was f(g 
earneſt ta get away and had ſo pꝛeſt vpon him, that he could nat others 


wiſe remedy the lame. 
The Ring hear ing what Delamure ſaid, ſo chatmnedeolour,that 


he ſeemed rather a ghoſt then a liuing creture, being at the firſt ouer⸗ 
credulous, induced ſo to thinke, becauſe Byndon was in ſuch a place, 
the lecreſie whereof was of ſufficient authozitie to foʒbid any the en⸗ 
trance thereunts, but to ſuch. as Modeſta ſpecially licenſed, criefe 
t anger ſtriuing fo2 ſuperiozity,in great rage c without cramining as 
ny further of the matter, very vnnaturally did command his daugh⸗ 
ter to be impziloned: who finding the malice ol her aduerlary to haue 
guercome her innocency ſubmitted her ſelfe, accoꝛding to the necelſity 
of the time to the ſtoꝛmy blaſtes of double aced foʒtune: pet not cea⸗ 
ſing to erclaime againſt ſuch vilianous and bloody murther, execute: 
vpon giltleſſe Byndon, whole innocent blood cryed to the heauens fe 
reuenge of lo great a treachery ; which iuſt and picifull * 
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increaſed the ie louſie of ſuſpitien againſt her, whoſe cleare conſcience 
waighed not of any vniut diſparagement, ſo that in anſwering this 
falle accuſation, ſhe ſhewed ſo reſolute a determination, that argued 
a valarous and noble minde in one of the fentale ſere, which had 
bene lufficient arguments to repulſe this ſcandalous and falſe accu» 
tion, ik the credite of her accuſer had not bene of ſuch great eſtima⸗ 
tion: pet neuertheleſſe ſhe was admitted to haue her champion, fo 
| that any, 02 as many as would come within chꝛee moneths, ſhould be 
| lycenſed out of what Countrey ſo euer he come, to vadertake the de⸗ 
1 fence ol Modeſtas good name, impeached by that tirannous Ceu ity: 
BY i | and in default of accompliſhment thereof, Modeſta ſhould accopving 


to the law, (uffer the paines of deatb. This lentence p2onounced, ſhe 
44 was carried againe to the ſame pziſon ſhe was in befoze, where the 
| nt? remaineth this foztie dayes without any hope of inlargement: the 
© - mightinelle of Delamures countenance, and his valiant exploptes as 
1 well at home as in fozren countreyes, doech fo ter riſie aſwell dents 
#1 z3ens as rangers, that hetherto none durſt pꝛeſlume to commit his 
perſon and honour to ſo great a daunger, as to offer him the combat, 
pea though neuer ſo confident of the equitie of the cauſe. Ambideza, 
4 ſeeing the matter to come to this pꝛedicament, determined to cons 
C 1 nay her ſelłe ſecrecly out of the wap, nowe but too late remembꝛing 
| 
| 


that many laue treaſon, but none loue the Traitour: making no 
other reckoning, but that Delamure made her an inſtrument, to bung 
to paſſe his bloody and inhumane reuenge againſt her miſtreſſe, and 
then haply he might woꝛke ſome meanes to cut her cf, ko feare his 
treaſon- ould come to light : feeling alſo ſome remoꝛſe in her con⸗ 
ſcience of thts bloody pꝛactiſe, which thozow her meanes was like to 
pꝛooue a dolefull tragedie: here my ſonne, quoth the Dermite, pou 
heare the trueth of the cauſe, fo that Ambideza bequeathing her 
ſelke ta a P:laxrimes life, thereby to endure ſome penance fo2 her 
grieudus offence, happened to light on this my Cell: and becaule, 
as it ſeemed vito her, J was a religious man, in the way of deuo⸗ 
tion He confeſſed the ſame vnto me. 
Moderatus giuing attentive eare vnto all this diſcourſe, was 
modued with great commiſeration of Modeſtas infoztunate miſerp, 
a bau, 


ted bandes, which fired the Armour to the Pine, wherewith the ſame 
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taking the murthering of Byndon his vnkle verie beautly: per like 
a bꝛaue minded warriour, reſoluing rather to reuenge an iniur ie 
committed, then to mourne fox the loſle of his friend, meant to take 
oppoꝛtunitie by the foote,and either to free Modeſta from the immi* 
nent daunger (he was in, oz els to offer his carkalle as a ſacrifice, to 
fiailh the oblequies of his beloued kinlman, aud innocent Modeſta 2 
and the refsze made great moane to the Permite, fo2 hozſe and ar» 
mour to attempt this combate, making no doubt but ſhoztly to qua⸗ 
lifie the arrogancie of that blood⸗ſucking trattour, The Yermite 
noting the honourable reſolution of his minde, judged bim to bea 
man of ſame great bountie. And thereupon calling to memozie, how 
that walking to take the benefite of the ayze, he had eſpyed hanging 
vpoi a Pine tree fine blacke armour, and therefoze nowe he bought 
Moderatus where the ſame was, who betolding the ſame,elpyed this 
poeſie ingrauen in the bar ke of the tree in Italian letters, and to . 
this effect 
None may this ſnarpe and cutting ſword vncaſe, 
But to redeeme the daughter of a King: 
Nor any Knight this Armour bright vnlace, 
Nor of his vertue bragge in any tt ing: 
But he there with chat ſhall a Tigre tame, 
For to defend a princely virgins name. 
Hen he had well veruſed? ouer the Poeſie, m der · 
mite the meaning, who had (mall ſkill in the Itahan tongue, 
he allaped to take downe the armour, pet kayled in effecting 
his deſire, loz chat all his ſtreugth was too weake to dilſolue that ins 
chauntment: who, percciuing ſome miſterie to be therein, pꝛooued 
another way to recouer the ſame, and therefoze he quickely griped 
the handle of the lwoꝛde, which without any great difficultie he vn⸗ 
ſheathed, and then finding all other meanes inſufficient to eniop ſo 
great a Jewell, with the fine cutting (wo2d.he ſquared the inchaun⸗ 


fell to the ground, at the fail whereof verp great and fearfull nopſe 
was heard all there-aboucs 3 alſo a thicke myſt and varknes ſo co⸗ 
uered them, that they could ſcant ſce one another, great lights's flaſh» 


| (ings of fire amid this darknes wy Thus verp miraculous and 


feariull 


* 


fearfull with great thunder & carrhquake tbis inchantment was diſs 
ſolued, x by that light appeared againe, the Pine⸗tree, wher eupon the 
inchanted armour hanged, was miſſing, aud in the place where it hay 
bene appeared a very faire hoꝛſe wel & richly furnilhed, which moouen 


which good fo2tune peeldetb vnto them at the time of their extreme 
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them to very great admiration, Neuertheleſſe Moderatus was very 
clad thercef, hauing recovered ſuch a goodly ſtead, & ſo ſure ſtrong 
armour, hauing now an aſſured confidence in che ſitcceſſe of this enter⸗ 
p2ilc: by this the dep was far ſpent, e it t2ew towards night, æ theres 
fore the olve Dermite very curteoully offered Moderatus ſuch ſimplt 
lodging as bis pooꝛe Cell could affooꝛd, who willingly accepted cheres 
ok, and ſo both returned againe tothe Per mites pooze lobge,and time 
of repaſt being not pet come, the good old father to dztue away the 
time, began thus to parlie wich Moderatus. 
The Permits exhoztation to Moderatus, and encour agement to- 
wards this enterpriſe His departure from the forreſt of Eſina His atriuall 


to king Loru vs Court vnder the name of the blacke Knight. His 


combat with County Delamure the falſe accuſer of ianocent Mobo: 
T A, and his victorie. Chap. Tr. 


nne, now maiſt thou ſee bow fickle. and tranſitcs 
8 rie the ſtate of moztall men are, neuer ſatiſded in 
6 


NM making ſufficient oftentation of their glozies, Dum 

: WII. flaueat velis aura ſecunda, who giuing their barks 
J N La ful ſayte, are very often in the midlk of a very plea- 

ank kalme, ouerwbelmed with a molt cruel ſtozme, 
who in feeve of a happy and quiet harbour,meet with afearefull and 
dangerous ſhipwzacke.Uell allo maiſt thou ſee,that in danger,which 
the extremeſt cf all extreames, ſome eſcape this great perill with 
3, boards, rafters, and other ſuch like engines and inffruments 


need: other being of greater feare © leſle valour, do like bꝛuite beaſts 
deſperately pe riſh, their heartes failing any way to ſhift fo2 the ſe ke⸗ 
ard of their owne lines: ſuch is the diſpoſition of nat ure, that ſhe hath 
zamed ſome bolde & venterous,ochers cowards & fearful, trembling 
ateuery wind, and ready to peeld at euery puffe of avuerſe foztune 2 
who like the ſhel-fiſh when the Boone wareth do increaſe, and in tbe 
waine thereof diminiſh; ſo they depending vpon foztune,one * 5 4 
migpey 


chew \ and euented in my a of great Brittane, which (02 che or 


5 


of the blacke Knight: 


mighty e puffed vp with ambition # pude 2 another while being trol 
in their determinations are miſerable, e ſfulfed vp with ſeruile care 
and feare, euen as Ramunſia (which is tearmed to be the goddefle'vf 
vengeance)doth alter and change her copie: fo2 as the riuer Nylus is 
alledged of ſome mziters to bzing famine into Egipt, when either it 
ouerſſowed eighteene cubits, oꝛ riſe not ſo high as twelue: ſo in like 
maner co2rune being ouer/pꝛoſperous, oꝛ too much malignant, doeth 
blind and detect the good motions ofthe minde, either with extreme 
griete oz inexceſdue toy, beth which derogate krom vertue ſg much as 
by che lame they do arrogate vnto vice: waigh this with thy ſelfe ad⸗ 
uiledly, that moztall creatures continually ſaile betweene Scilla and 
Charibdis, where ſeeking co att»p one danger they fall into another: 
fo2 if they couet co be valtft & famous in the woꝛld / they mult hazard 
man perils, æ ſuſtain many great labos:be not then dilmats though 
foztune ſometimes frown,foz ſhe voth it e purpoſe, wherby her fauozs 
afterward may ſeeme mote pleſant: thou intendeſt to incounter with 
ſtrong e mighty enemy, much feared fo2 his magnanimity #dexterity 
at armes, yet hall thou a good cauſe'ts hope df victozy, fo rhe equity 
of the quarrel, the defending of innocẽt· blood, the reuenge of a cruell & 
tiran uus murther,be(F think) ſaffictent motiues to animate the ves 
rieſt coward to be deſperate: weh J do know (gentle friend) that this 
my erhoꝛtation is but to heape Athos vpon Etna. 02 to powꝛe water 
into the lea ſoꝛ thy diſpoſition carrieth with it ſeife ſufficient warrans 
tiſe of thy valiant & reſolute determination, q:therefoze tõmit ting the 
ſequell hereof to foxtune, I wilh thee a happie fucceſle therein, 

The hernnt hauing thus concluded, meaning to cenceale no tõmo⸗ 
dities( which his pooze cabin did alfooꝛd) fro Moderatus, bꝛougbt him 
to an inner roome being very beautifully furniſhed with pictures 3nd 
tables ofſundzp ſozts,which greatly he delighted to behold e among 
them one ſeemed much to excell & ſurpaſle the reſt in beatitic, wherin 
was liuely purtrayed out many hiltozies, ouer the which there was 
whitten in great Romane letters this ſentence, Foclix quem faciunt 
aliena pericula cautum, Moderatus was very inquiſitiue of the bers 
mite to knowe the meaning of the hiſtozies contatned in that table : 
whereupou fetching a deepe ſigh, caſting his fight vpon the table, be 
, replied thus, It is,quoth he, a table containing true diſcourſes accey, 
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J bare to the parties it doeth repꝛeſent. and fo a remembzance of 
mine owne milerie I haue bzought with me: reſt thee contented with 
thus much knowledge thereof at this time, fot that to diſcourſe 
thereof-at large, requireth longer time then at this time we may 
tonueniently entop, ſo great a neceſſitie ſummoning you to offer your 
ſelfe in the defence of innocencie, which oppoztunitie being nes fected, 


paur trauaile might come too late, either to enlarge Modeitas des 


lart, oꝛ ſinich pour owne deſire. And therefoze relinquiſh that requeſt 
fo2 this time, and when againe you happen to trattel this wap, (which 
I wiſh and expect may beſh32tly with ſome good newes, and happy 
end to theſe new begun tragevies) J will cyte all the whole diſcourſe 
thereof vnto pou, fully-to ſatiſite pour longing deſire, in the meane 
time pou want not wherewtth co imploy pour ſelfe in, and nowe fo2 
that it is requiſite that pon be Cirring the next mopning, we will re⸗ 
frelh our ſelues wich luch pooze cates, as my Hermitage will yceld 
vnto vs. 7 
Well, repaſt being ended, they walked together to take the bene⸗ 
fit of the ay2e, pet they ſfaped litle abzoad, fo2 that the waigbtineſſe of 
Moderatus charge gaue him gentle ſummons to take his reſt, and to 
make his helmet his pillow fo2 that night, which accszdingly( hauing 
reuerently ſaluted his gentle hoaft) he did: and all this night could 
Moderatus take no naturall reſt, ſo that no ſooner had Aurora put 
off her mourning mantle of darknefie, and diſcouered her bluſhing 
countenance, but that he (with a kinde of longing deſire co be doing 
with his new implements) had fozſaken the pooꝛe cowtch he lay in all 
night, and bulping him ſelfe very diligently to ſet hun ſelfe in a rea⸗ 
dinelle, the Hermites alliſtance was not wanting, who ſeeing Mo- 
deratus ſo well fitted and furniſhed with hozle and armour, noting in 
him an honourable and bountifull diſpoſition, who mannaged his 
bozle with fuch good grace, that the olde Hermice (who in his 
dayes had bene as much beholding to Mars fo2 courage, as to Pallas 
foʒ wiſedome) conceiued that he was one alone woꝛthie of ſo honons 
rable an enterpꝛile as that was, which he went about: and ſo com» 
mending him to his koztunes, and him ſelfe to his Oziſons, he left 


Moderatus making ſomehaſteto retouer Spoletum, who in ſhoxt 
time arriued at a little village about halle a league diſtant from the 


ſame, 


J die conuer lation ſo well knowen, yea aſwell abꝛsad as at home, 1 


of che blacke Knight: 


fame, there he began to be inguilitiue of newes from the Court, here 

he was told that the contagroulneſſe of the time alfooꝛded none other, 
tben the very woꝛſt newes that euer Aemulia polleſſed, which was 
the impꝛiſonment of the Kings daughter vpon Delamures acculatis 
on, which all ſeemed greatly to pitty, acculing the County of too too 
great cruelty, Pere did he allo learne of one County Pallamount, 
which inhabited tn this village, who was Modeſtas vnkle,vuto whom 
he repapꝛed, pꝛaping his aduiſe, and ſhewing his whole intent vnto 
him, Pallamount returned many kinde thankes vnto bim fox his 
good will, albeit that the great pꝛoweſſe of Delamure did fozbid him 
as much as once to hope of any good ſpeed therein 2 pet accepting his 


krankt offer, being the only comfozt left fo2 the ſafegard of Modeſtas 


credite, yea her life allo depending ther eupon: fo2 that was the very 
iag day of reſpite. And therefoze accompanied of Pallamount and 
ſome fewe cf his followers, Moderatus calling him ſelfe by the name 
of the blacke Knight, renapzed to the Rings Court, where being 
come, the ſcaffolde and all chings was pꝛepares fo2 the executionof 
the Rings daughter, and Delamure remained mounted and armed in 
the field, to ſee if any competitour durſt wichſtand his auerrement. 
The blacke Knight being within view of all, thought it nat beſt ca 
pꝛotract the time any longer, and therefoze Nepped foozth, Rirrin 
his goodly ſteede with good grace, till he came beloze the pzelence of 
the King, and then lifting vp the beuer of his helmet, and bowing 
him ſelfe with reuerence to his Pateſtie, he ſaluted him in this 
manner, 
Moꝛthy and victozious Pꝛince, the great fame of thy high re⸗ 
nowne is fo diſperſed abzoad in the wozld, that any accident which 
might per:aine to thy noble Perſon oz the ſtate ok thy Subiectes, 
can not be obſcure in ſtraunge and fozren countreyes, much leſſe a⸗ 
mongſt thy neighbour Pꝛinces, oꝛ within thine owne territozies and 
Dominions, which hath made Modeſta, pea vertusus Modeſtag 
pitifull and lamentable caſe better knowen abzoad in koꝛren landes, 
then in thy kingdome oꝛ in thy Court, pea oz to thineowne per ſon: 
il there were no other reaſon ts induce thee to relinquiſh this ielouſte, - 
thou halt conceined of thy daughter, ber vertuous life and honoura* 
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in foxren Countreyes moze then in her owne natiue ſople,(ſo that het 
modeſtie was amirrour to all Acmulia , oz to ſpeake mote truly a 
lantherne to all the graueſt matrones in tbe woꝛlde) might haue bene 
ſuckicient ſhelters to excuſe a llender offence, much rather a manifeſt 
and apparant innocencie: wherefoze J being (as all true Knightes 
ougit ts be) bound by che dach ol Knight hood, to relieue the diſtreſſed 
and defend the innocent, and hauing (F hope) by good hap, knowledge 
of the kalle acculation at thy daughter, (falſe it mult be, vnleſſe my 
fancie deceiueth me, and needes mult F fancie her, in whome ſuch 
ropall apparition of vertue appeareth) by the treacherous murtherer 
Delamure, whole bloody groomes coprupted with auarice, baue vil⸗ 
lanouſiy martyꝛed and murthered giltleſſe and innocent Byndon, 
whole blood crycth vats the Goddes lo; reuenge, and whoſe deach I 
hope to quite with the cruell traytozs life chat dilpspled him ol his. 
And to that end (hꝛowding my ſelfe vnder the habite of thy ſafe con- 
duct, {heretofore by thy Highneſſe pꝛoclamation graunted to any that 
would attempt the Com bate in defence ot thy daughter) Jam hit ber 
arriued with hazard of mp life, and pꝛice of my bloos to deliuer Mo- 
deſta from her imminent daunger: wherekoze I cr aue thy Highnes 
ropall pardon fo2 this minc enterpꝛile, and then J doubt not by the 
power of the Geddes, but this day in all your pelence to bzing her 
wicked acculers to confulton. 

ere the blacke Knight ended his ſpeach, and the King in wo2ds 
and countenance allowed his pzetence, much maruelling at his great 
boldnefle, that durſt vtter ſa hard ſpeeches againſt the County Dela- 


mure, whole very name was ſo mich feared : wherefoze he iudged 
him a man of no meane thoughtes no2 bale birth, that carryed ſo ho⸗ 
nourable and valiant a reſolution. County Delamure being not far 
off,ouer-heard all that he ſpake vnto the Ring, which mooued him to 
choller and anger, that like a rauening Tiger he would pꝛeſently 
haue fallen to blowes, bad he not bene commaunded to the contrarie 
by the Judges of the liſtes : whereupon he ſtayed, and ſo with creat 
inſolencie he tooke vp the blacke Knight with luch vehemencie of 
ſpeach, that it ſeemed rather to pzocced of a mad and wilde frenzie, 
then of any valiant and reſolute magnanimitie. The blacke Knight 


replyed very litle, ſmiling rather at t his folly, then ſtudying — t - 


make 
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of the blacke Knight. 

make an anſwere to his arrogancie, and ſo nat taking any great heed 
to any further ſpeach of Delamure, he Cirred his hoſe befoze the 
ſeate of Modeſta, and demaunded her allowance ok him to defend her 
innocencie, who willingly gaue her conſent thereunto ; pet notwith⸗ 
Eanding that he was pꝛeſentiy anſwered his demaund, beautie nowe 
made him fozget bim (elfe : fo2 ſo long food he at gaze on Modeſta, 
till che Countie Delamure ſhake him out of {ts dumpe after this 
manner, 

Nowe faint-hearted coward, doeſt thou fozecat by Aﬀfronomie, 
e2 calculate by the courſe of the heauens, what ſhall fall of this thx 
kooliſh and raſh enterp2ize, No, no, J tell thee, it is too late ſo to doe: 
fo2 no ſubmillſion {hail nowe lerne top turne, neither (hall all the 
friendes thou haſt be able to redeeme thee krom my handes: wheres 
foze make thee readie and defend thy lelle, fo2 longer ſhalt thou not 
pauſe vpon the matter, The blacke Knig lit not a lit le mooned with 
his ſo great inſolencte, firſt with a glaunce diſcouered his newe inter⸗ 
tained affection to his Diſtreſſe, and then caſting downe the beuer of 
his helme, he turned his hozſe about with great dexteritie, the agi⸗ 
litie of his body very well agreeing with the readineſle of his hozle 2 
and Dclamure in like ſozte was ready to the combate , whereupor 
their pages bꝛought them ſpeares, Perio ſerued the blacke knight, 
fo2 ſo he was called, that County Pallamount commanaden to giue 
attendance vpon him. And nowe both the combatants being readte, 
the ttttmprtters lounded, and then hauing taken their fill compalle, - 
they ſo ſpurred their light and ſtrong hozſes, that they ranne toge⸗ 
ther like the winde, and pꝛeſently they met in the middeſf ok tee 
race with ſuch a ſtrong encounter, that the ſplinters of their migh⸗ 
tie ſpeares whiſtling and making a nople in the zy2e, did d2ine the 
beholders to wonderfull great admiration: moze [peares were 
bꝛought vnto them, among which they made choyle of the belt and 
ſtrongeſt they coulde linde. Cottntte Delamure, hauing by this try⸗ 
ed the great ſtrength of his adut rlarie, thought it not beſt to dalſte 
with him, lealt in trifling away the time, he might purchaſe diſho⸗ 
nour, and blemiſh his credite, in that a ſtrange and an vnknowen 
Knight Gould holde battell there ſs long with him: and on the o⸗ 


0 { - therfive, the blacke Knight remembzing that he had in hand the 


e | 
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murther er of his deare kinfinan.and the falſe accuſer of Priſcus after 
(his deareſt friend lining.) reoubling bis fozce in ſuch ſozt, that he 
thought it no conqueſt if his aduerlary held out any long time. Thus 
on either ive being ſtirred with great indignation and choller, they 
pꝛicked chetr kuridus ſteades to runne with great ſwiltneſle, and the 
blacke Raizhe ſo well behaued him lelfe in this meeting, that he 
burſt his ſpeare in {mall chiuers, and crane Delamure lo ſtrong an 
incounter, that both hozle and man fell to the ground, him ſelle alſa 
feeling the great fozce of his mighty aduerſarte : fe that be had re⸗ 
. teiued ſich a counter⸗bulfe of Delamure vpon his viſoʒ, that he was 
1 quite out of all remembꝛance, and fell downe v30n the laddle bo we, 
KJ: his hozle carrping him all about the field as dead: Delamure retei⸗ 
| ued [mall dammage by this inco unter, but onely the dilgrace of his 
fall wherein his hozle ſhoulder was bꝛoken, which was very good hap 
x to the blacke Knight: fo2 if Dclamurc had had his hole to followe 
1 him when he was in this traunce, he had qutckely ended the battell, | 
1 and albeit he was a*!oote,and his body coꝛpulent, he made lo great 
haſte to follow him, that he came within reach ol him, and as Fe was 
ready to handfaſt a blow vpon to finiſh that labour, the blacke Rnight | 
TY recouered him ſelle, and perceiuing that he was ſo diſgraced befoze | 
4 the Prince of Acmulia, where he well hsped to gaine hondur, not 

. knowing of the fall of his aduerlarie, he turned his hozſe with great 
furie, where eipping Delamure, and on foote ſo nigh him, with a trice 
he lighted from his hoꝛle, and dꝛewe out his lwoꝛde, which was one of 
the beit chat euer had bene fo2ced of ſteele: foz That it had bene 
1 wꝛou ht by wiledome and arte) and ſo the County did the like: then | 
1 began the battell very bloody and ſtout, either ende auouring with all 

1 his kozce to eadammage his foe, The good Lady Modeſta nowe 
ſomewhat recouered of a traunce, (although the was pet doubttull of | 
the lurceeile ol the battell) whtrein ſhe had fallen in this great danger 
of her champion, whole death had bene a finall tudgement of her life, 
In cyis zt they continued the ſpace of a good howze, without any 
auuaatage perceiued of any live, to the great wonder of all the behol- 
ders, wo iuꝛged it impoſſible loꝛ any humane ſtrength to ſuſtaine ſp 
long and hard a trauzll : all greatly admiring at the great bountic of 5 
the blacke Knight, fo2 that as it grew further in the day, the heat of | 
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of the blacke Knight. 


his choller being kindled, his fozce and ſtrength alſo increaſed,and his 
aduerſary was perteiued to become moze ſlowe and fainty, yetfo2 


bis credite ſake he encouraged him ſelfe , and redoubled his blowes 


with ſuch fozce, that he had greatly endaungercd the blacke Knight, 
had it not bene_fo2 the goodneſſe of his armour, which no weapon 
could pearce 2 yet the blowes lighting vpon his armour as thicke as 
vpon an anduill in a Smpthes fozce, greatly bzuiſed his body, the 
blood illuing out at his Bener, and in many other places thzough the 
topntes of his armour, the which the blacke Knight perceiuing, and 
ſeeing that it grewe late, thought it not his belt courſe lo to trifle the 
time, and no good done, leaſt a new day mull be taken and to end the 
ſame, and ſo his labour but then beginne: and thus reſolned at this 
time, (as it is ſaid) to winne the ſpurres oꝛ looſe the hozle, he tooke 
his ſ[woꝛde in both his handes, and lent Delamure luch a mightie 
blowe vpon the vilo2 of his helmet, that he bzought him quite out of 
bis remembzance, and doubling the lame with moze kozce, afoze he 
recouered out ot his traunce, he ouerthzewe him to the ground, and 
then laid his foote vpon his bzeaſt, and vnlaced his helmet to [ce if 
there were any hope of life in htm, and perceiuing by the moouing of 
bis carkaſſe that he was not yet dead, in a litle ſpace he bzought him 
to him lelfe againe, and thereupon the blacke Knight began to dil⸗ 
courle with him thus: | 

Nowe treacherous murtherer, and falſe accuſer ofinnocencie, 
thou maiſt lee, the iuſt reward of falſhood and treaſon is to receiue a 
defamed death foz ſo vicious a life, oz rather a perpetuall tozment, 
fo2 ſo villanous an intent. Nowe thy life is in mp handes, and in me 
lech either to giue thee that which thou haſt not deſerued, that is, 
to depart hence with thy head: oz els in executing of Jultice, to pꝛe⸗ 
{ent the lame to the innocent Modeſta, which is too lender a recom⸗ 
pence foꝛ ſo great a villenie, And aſſuredly, in caſe thou doe not here 
publtkely confeſle the trueth, to auopd the ielouſie which might be 
conceited of Modeſtas honour, vpon mp Rnighthood J will even 


execute the very vttermolt extremitie, that honour aud armes will 
allowe to be done againſt thee, 
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Countp Delamures ronfeflion of his intended treaſon fo* 
towardes Mops r A, and thecauſe thereof. The Kings joy of 
her deliuerie. The blacke Knight biz ſudden departure from 
the Kings Court: his letter he ſent to Mo pESsTA, being 
greatly in loue with her. The generall ſorrowe in the Court, 
tor the abſence of the blacke Knight. Mop Es TAs receit ob 
his letter, and her returning ot anſwere thereof by the ſame 
meſſenger, & her great aff. ction vnto him. The blacke knightes 


trauell in the forreſt Eſina: his madiigalt. Chap. 12. 


Duntp Delamure being nowe at the poorer of | 
death, partly in hope te haue his life pardoned, | 
4 and partly fox diſcharge of conſcience, the burthen | 
BD WD whereof was veric heauie to bis minve, viſcloſcy | 


I ANY the whole circumitance, the marver of his dukt, 
Ls nnd the reaſon which induced him ſo to doe, partie 
cularly as befoze is recited by the Mermite, to the great admſration 
of all them that heard it, howe ſuch outragious villeny could be hats 
boured in any humane heart: who hauing from point to point thee 
rowly difconrfed thereotk: great was the toy that was made in gene⸗ 
rall, fo2 the clearing of Modeſta from that falſe accuſation, but ſpce | 
ciallp her aged aud car etull father the King, who was much rauiſhey | 
in minde with that vacrpected good happe, that lez a long time be 
thought he hav bene tranfpozted into a new wozld. 1 
In this meane time Modeſta with all her traine ok Ladyes and 
Gent lewomen were not meanly glad, hope bauing cleane baniſhed 
away feare, yet feare but newly defaced with hope, in ſa much that 
the vertue of the one rooting ont the infection of the other, cauled ſuch | 
"a ſudden alteration in her body, that her wan and pale countenance 
was conterted to a very faire and beautiſull complection, and to be 
bꝛiefe. ſo louely and amiable ſhe was, that the people had bent like to 
haue runne into an hereſte, in derogating the dignitie and honour due 
vnto the Queene of Lone, and arrogating the lame vnto her as a new 
Venus, mote worthie then the olde goddeſle, luppoling that by her 
there might be bone a poung Cupid, in whome the want of the fo)- | 
mer (who was blinde) might be ſupplyed: who being full furniſhed * 
* with 


unn . 


wanton wagge, to wozke a reuenge againſt the vertuous and kapꝛe 
Modeſta, the blacke knight hauing obtained the victozie, thought 
it would be moze Honourable if he vſed it with clemencie: and nowe 
alter that County Delamure had confeſſed all the matter, and cir⸗ 


of the blacke Knight. 


with all his ſenſes, would /no doubt) be moze gentle and lelſe cruell. 
Great reaſon thep had to haue this opinion ok her, fo2 that in mates 
ſtie he excelled Iuno, in beautie Helen, in modeſtie Diana, in wil⸗ 
dome and pollicie Caſſandra, fo that hereafter none meant to goe a 
pilgrimage to Citharca, noz pet to adome Aphrodite her ſhʒine at 
Paphos with flowers, where now might be found only the dead cyn⸗ 
ders, where old ſacr: ces had bene, but no ligne of freſh fires and new 
burnt offerings. Venus perceiuing the people in ſuch an berelie, in 
making an earthly creature copartner of her Oeitie, began to be ves 
ry an3rie, deuiſing with her lelke howe ſhe might vererly ſubuert 
and bꝛing in oblinion the great kame ok this new? Goddefle, in the 
ende perceiuing na way to compalſe the lame, but onely in extingun* 
thing the very cauſe it lelle: and as all deſperate cauſes require deſ⸗ 
per ate remedies, ſo vpon the ſudden Venus bethought her of a dꝛikt 
to requite this iniurie, which was thus, Fr, the lolltcited her deare 
darling Cupid to vndertake the reuenge of his mothers wong, chew⸗ 
ing him tbar there was no meane to efrect the ſame, but onely to in⸗ 
ſinuate her with the lone of chis newe Champion, wherewithlhe was 
already ſomething modued, and being once ſkoztched therewith, no 
doubt their purpoſe would take good effect: foz that the blacke 
Knight meant pꝛeſently to depart to the Foz reſt of Eſina, to bing 
(accozding to his pꝛomes) tydings to the Her mite, ok his good ſuce 
celle in his late atchieued enterpziſe, and then his ſudden departure 
would be ſo great a griefe to her heart, that in a ſhoꝛt ſpace her lau⸗ 
iiching loue would fo alter her heauenly hew, (fo2 the abſence ol lo⸗ 
ue rs bꝛeedeth lach a coꝛraſiue vnto che minde, that it impapzeth the 
beautie of the bodie) that the multitude would nowe thinke it but a 
blaze, which vaniſheth awap with euerp blaſt z and by this meane 
conuert the heate and keruencie of their deſires, honouring her nowe 
as a Goddeſſe) to a loathſome and colde diſdaine, then (deſpiling her 
as an abiect) in the mcane time while Venus ſchooled her little 


cumſtance thereof, che blacke Knight lifted vy the beuer of his 
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helme, (whole countenance garniſhed with the excellencie of beauty, 
his long trauell hauing added a ſingular grace to his louely and ami⸗ 
able complection) offering with great reuerence to the vertuous 
Modeſta, the diſpoſing of County Delamures life o2 death: fo2 hers 
was the wꝛong, and in her hand ſhould the (wozy of Juſtice nowe res 
maine, therefoze he heartily requeſted her to pꝛonounce the ſentence 
againſt him, Modeſta rauiſhed as well with ioy of her ſudden deliue⸗ 
rie, as alſo with delight in beholding the beauty of him, that now had 
taken faſt roote in her minde, refuſed to accept of the blacke Knights 
offer, excuſing her ſelfe with a kinde of care, leaſt in being a Judge in 
her owne cauſe, ſhe might runne into the ignominic of the popular 
ſpeaches : and ſo either be condempned of follie, fo2 lauing his life 
that ſeught her death, oz otherwiſe be accounted cruell, in not pardo⸗ 
ning vpon the offendours ſubmiſſion ; foz that it is a great inhumas 
nitie to deny compaſſion to a man in milerie. Upon theſe reaſons ſhe 
reſired the blacke Knight to hold her excuſed, giuing him innume⸗ 
rable thankes, aſwell foꝛ her ſafe deliuerie by his valour and bounty, 
as alſo fo2 this his curteous offer, which to ſatilfe his minde, ſhe 
would willingly haue accepted of, but feare of diſparragement to her 
honour commaunding her to the contrary, Yet the blacke Knight 
who was wholly reſolued not to take her deniall, very earneſtly ins 
treated her againe to ſatiliie his requeſt herein, which he would ac⸗ 
count a full recompence foz all his trauels. Then Modeſta finding 
ber ſelle already ouercome with his ſtrange and rare curteſie, and de⸗ 
ſirous to make a kinde of emulation thereof, in gr aunt ing him any 
reaſonable requeſt, and therefoze hauing deliberated vpon the mat ⸗ 
ter, and conſidering that a life full of infamie ſhould be a greater toꝛ⸗ 
ment to a valiant minde, then a death full of martirdome, pꝛonoun⸗ 
ced a ſentence of baniſhment againft Delamure, Pereupon all was 
finiſhed, and the clamour of the people was ſo exceeding great and 
wonderfull,that the blacke Knight intending ſecretly to ſteale away 
from thence, to perkourme his pꝛomes with che olde Hermite, who 
was his good hoaſt in the wilde fozreſt of Eſina, with an intent ne⸗ 


uerthelelle to returne in ſome vnknowen ſozt, to knowledge his obey⸗ 


lance to the faire Modeſta, vnto whome his heart was pꝛiſoner: on 


this determinatien hauing conueped him ſelte out of the pelle of | 


people, 
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mites life, vntill that he might either hope ok her fanour to returne 
againe, oz diſpaire thereof, to bequeath him ſelle perpetually to des 


of the blacke Knight. 


people, and nowe being part in his way towardes the Fozreff, Perio 
ouertooke htm, who had eyed him ſo narrowly, that p2eſently percei⸗ 
uing bim to depart, followed him with all the ſpeede he could. The 
black Knight perceiuing ſo conuenient a meſſenger, and one he hay 
alſo bound vnts him in ſome ſozt, with friendly rewardes in retom⸗ 
pence of his ſeruice, he allighted from his hozſe, and ſtept into a 
houſe in a little village hard by, willing Perio to walke his hole till 
he returned againe, and there calling fo2 pen, Inke and paper, he 
dcuiled this kancie. 


He Ocean ſeas for euery calme preſent 

A thouſand ſtormes: io ho werly deeth my minde, 
While that I doe excogitate the euent 
Of things, wherein great myſterie I finde. 

With paine I prooue a treble dammage loſſe, 

Sith Fate my heart in waues of griefe doeth toſſe. 


The wonder late Iſawe, wherein I thought 
A ſtrange and rare effect for to containe, 
Was, when I view*d your face, which in me wrought _ 
Such deepe deſire euer yours for to remaine. 
That when I finde that hope forbids to prooue, 
To ſeeke redreſſe, I languiſh for your loue, 


But froward Fate too cruell dealt with me, 
To ruminate vnto mine cares your fame: 
Yet glad thereby that you redeemed be, 
Though I do pine when thoughtes preſent your name; 
In that I can not ſtill poſſeſſe the ſight” 
Of your ſweete ſelfe, that ſole may me delight. 


He blacke Kni ght hauing finiſhed this Poeme, he cloſed it vp, 
and ſent it by Perio to Modeſta, wiſhing him further to ſignifie 
vnto her, that he trauelled to the Fozreff of Eſina to lead a hers 


uocion: 


FI 
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notion: and after he bad thus infructed Perio what he Mott!s dor 
and hay well rewarded him to make him the moze willing to cect 
the lame, he haſtened him towardes the Foꝛreſt, and Perio (although 
mo2e willing to followe his newe Maſter,) returned to the Court. 
where he founde a great tumult, the Ring being very inquilttiue of 


the blacke Kuiglit, which could not be heard et, the which when it 


came to the Ladie Modeſtas eaves, the was very much grieued and 
diſquieted, foz that ſhe was nowe out of hope euer ta haue any ſight 
of him that (he ſo entirely beloued: and as ſhe wos in chis medit a⸗ 
tion came in Perio, who hauing renerently laluted her, pꝛeſented 
her with that lkrowle from the blacke Kniglit, which when te had 


eaſe: pet ſhe queſtioned with Perio about him, who vpon her de⸗ 
maund, delitered her his meſſage by wozoc of mouth: whole entire 
and kaithlull affection choofing rather to wander in vnknowen de⸗ 
ſartes in great miſerie, then to ſtap tn ber fathers Court to reueale 


his fancie vnto her, fo} feare of offending her which he loued lo ens 


tirelp, her loue towardes him began toencreale, ſo that in the ende 
vnable to conceale the extreme heate ok her paſſtons, ſhe conkeſſed 
vato Perio howe greatly ſhe ackected him, earnellly intreating him 
to take the paines to returne againe in queſt of the blacke Knight, 
and ſhe would well rewarde him foz bis crauell. Perio well pleaſen 
with theſe newes, willingly olfered him ſelfe at her commaund el⸗ 
pectallp cherein: foz that he deared notlung fo much, as to ſhewe 
bim ſelfe willing, thouxb not able to pleaſure the blacke Knight, fo 


bountikull he had bene vato him, Well, Modeſta perceitung the 


willing minde of Pero to carrie. her mellage, pꝛelently framed a lets 
ter, and hauing ſealed che ſame, ſh: deliuered it to Perio, as being 
aſured of his fidelitie, whome ſhe had often tryed to be fait\full, re⸗ 
queſting him with all ſgeede to ande out the blacke Knight,, and to 
deliuer the lame vnto hm. Perio preſently departed, whome wee 
will leaue pꝛeparing him (elfe fo2 his tourney to goe in queſt of the 
blacke Knight, which we lekt trauelling in great haſte towardes 
the Hermites Cell in the Fozreſt ol Efina, who hauing at che laſt 
xecouered the Fozteck, began to thinke of his kozepaſſed daungerdus 
aduen⸗ 


peruſed, ſhe was verie well pleaſed, hoping he would not be long 
abſent, (being icke) from the Philitian which could cure his dil⸗ 


N 


of the blacke Knight: 


e | #duentures, and the remempꝛance of his deareſt Modeſta, name 
ce | penetrating his minde with freſh woundes, which bzought him to a 
great agonie tozmenting him the moze, becanſe he had bene bur 
t, ſeldome acquainted with ſuch Crange motions, being in a great 
of rage with him ſelke, that his minde ſhou'd be ouercome with ſuch 
eteminate paſſtons, ſo that he thus Nrining to ſuppꝛeſſe the fire, 
(which was pet but a ſparke) it rather increaſed and wared moze 
and moze, that in the ende it did burſt fooꝛth into a vehement and 


a dutragious flame, which ſo aggrauated his cares, that if he had ens 
d dured the tozture cf Perillus Bull, he could not haue bene moze 


y | mangled ia his minde, no2 by any meanes racked to a higher note ol 
* ſozrowe and griefe, remembzing howe vnpoſſible it was foz him to 
© entop that vertuous and rare Parrazon, wyole kauour he tendered 
moze then his owne life, And being thus metamoꝛpholed from a free 
man to athzawled captitte, from a ppofcſſed ſouldiour of warlicke 
« (} Mars, to a vowed ſeruant of wanton Venus, taking no heede to his 
e way, ( theſe buſie coxitations boptinx ſo within his bꝛame, that als 
s | moſttheſence of vaderſanding was quite perithed in him) in ſo much 
e that in this furie, his hozſe carryed him karre out of his wap, befoze 
1 he came to him Cſelfe againe. In this ſoꝛt the blacke Knight, (for fo 
n we will call him pet) wandered theſe wilde delarts fo2 tenne o2 
t. twelue dapes, till in the end wearped with his day labours, and his 
3 ſmall nightes reſt, eſpying a fapꝛe kountaine with fine greene banks, 
round about diapered with the pꝛide of Veſtas choyſe flowers, and 
cottered with the ſhade of a tall Beech tree, Zephirus tender ly bꝛea⸗ 
thing kooꝛth loft and coole winde, which made a pleaſant murmure 
t mongeſt che parched leaues of that pleaſant harbour, and extingui⸗ 
ched part of Pheebus extreme heate, here he went and bathed: him⸗ 
lelfe in the fountatne, and akterwardes repoſed his wearte limmes 
vpon the tender graſſe, which was verie plealing vnto him, but not⸗ 
withſtandinz his wonted paſſions Nill diſquieting him, that he could 
takt no reſt, whereupon he warbled out this enſuing Dittie, accoz⸗ 
ing with the notes of the muſicall birdes, that ſveetely chattered 
vpon the hangings oucr that cleare and Chziſtalline ſpzing, 
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Haue 1 my li 
Her life to ſaue and credite to defend, 
And brought my life to thraldome for euermore. 
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Re» can I ſing,and haue nojoy in heart, 
In heart no ioy,a heauy dolefull ieſt, 
A ieſt, God wote: that {till procures my ſmart, 
A cruell ſmart that breedeth mine vnreſt. 
Shall I then ſing, and can not ieſt nor ioy, 
Nay rather weepe thus liuing in annoy, 


Why ſhould I weepe,of heauie lot bewayle * 

Why ſhould I ſobbe,and ſigh with ſobbing care: 
For — teares, ſighes, nor ſobbes can preuaile, 

But hope may helpe to rid me from this ſnare, 

The valiant minde condemnes ſuch trifling toyes, 
Though cruell loue bereaue his withed ioyes. 


O balefull ioy reioyſing in the ſight 

Of beauties flowre, a * like Cockeatrice, 
Whole view docth pearce the man of greateſt might, 
And doeth ſubuert the reaſon of the wile, 

Such was the ſight that did inthrawle my fight, 


Such was the ſpight that wrought me deepe deſpight. 


Haue Ithen powers my credite to this end? 
e in ballance put therefore, 


And may not hope this curteſie to haue, 
Euen at her handes, her champions life to ſaue. 


Deſpaire not man, thou haſt not tryed her truth, 
Doubt not before that ſhe an anſwer giue, 


Seeke firſt for fauour, women be full of ruth, 
Though ſhe denie, let no deniall grieue. 


Women will lay, and will vnſay againe, _ 
And oft refuſe the thing they would obtaine, 


The 


of the blacke Knight, 


The blacke Knights dꝛeame: His deliuering of a young man 
purſued by a Dragon hom he found to be the meſſenger that 
be had ſent to Moos A, and receiued a letter from her a. 
dein His returne with the alk nger backe to the kings court. 
The report of a great triumph there, which was likewiſe to be 
perfourmed at Florence, and the Victor to be rewarded with 
the Kings daughter. Perdutatus reſtored to his honour and 
hmwng in Florence againe. The gyant Bergamo his victori in 
Acmulia. and his ſetting forward towardes Florence with M 0. 
DEST A inatriumphantchariot. The blacke Knight his com - 

bat with him in the forreſt of Mountalto, and his victory. Chap. 13” 


N this Morpheus had befriended him with a pleae 
Slant Ader vet the minde wozking till, fedde it 
elle ſo long vpon the bone, that he left no marowe 
Q thercin, whereby fo ſmall moiſture was left with⸗ 
5 in his body to wozke vpon, that it could not inter⸗ 
>= taine and feede the o2dinarie intercourſe of deſcens 
| dung — which executed afriendly office within bis body, to. 
dilkraugbt the minde of cares, and to nuſle it vp fo2 the time in the 
bed ol reſt and eaſe, Thus hauing but a weary ſleepe, as he was nets 
ther lleeping noꝛ pet well waking, he heard a picifull ouccrie, and a 
great rulfling amongelt the trees, whereat he awaked and buckled 
on his helmet, and by that he had recouered his feete, and ruſhed [| 
little into the thicket to learne the caule of the outcrie, he might ſee 
a monſtrous Dzagon purſiting a handſome young man, and being 
ready to ceaſe vpon him, the valiant blacke Knight vnſheathed his 
fine cutting lwoꝛde, (being nowe within reach of chat ouglie fend 
and parted the fire-ſpitting head from that monſkrous and 1 N 
car kaſſe, and when his conqueſt was thus ended, he called the yo 
man vnto him, who was pet ſcarte tome vntd him ſelke, being ſo 
in ſo great a perill, and therefoze could not ſpeake one woꝛde, till t 
blacke Kiught hauing narrowly marked him, and knowing that ; 
was the Page by whome he had ſent his letter to Mode 
thus vnto him. My good Perio, (fox ſo the Page was called) 
winde bꝛought thee hither, J am glad it was mp good 95 to in 
the lafegard ok thy life, take heart, 1s ; fo nowe thou art! lit 
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red of all thy daunger. Tell me what newes at the Court, and howe 
vocth my deareſt Modctta © ik thou halt any tidings from her, deli⸗ 
ner thy meſſage quickelp, that J map know the charge of her doome. 
Perio ſceing him ſelte in his pꝛeſence that de came in queſt of, and 
bowe he was delincred of fo great a daunger, wept fo2 iop, and could 
ſpeak? neuer a wo2de, but deliuered Modeſtas letter vnto him, the 
which he perceiuing vnripped the ſeale, and read the contents, which 
was to this effect. 


G 


perpetuall infamie by thy Knightly proweſle and valour: the 
other arguing in thee a diſſike of ſome thing, by reaſon of thy ſuds 
den departure, But neuertheleſſe, cuen as the one proceeded of 
thy reſolute and bountifull diſpoſition, without any entreatie of 
mine : lo the other followed of a peremptorie reſolution, without 
my pritutic or conſent, And if thou haſt hazazded thy hfe in de- 
fence of mine honour, I will nat ſticke to graunt thee any reato 
nable requeſt to recompence the ſame, Knoweſt thou not that 


Entle Knight, I knowe not whetherTrcioyced fo much in 
mine one deliuerie, being in ſo great a daunger, as] be- 
wayled and lamented thy abtence, hauing preterued my 
life and credite: the one exonerating, my poſteritie from 


he Merlion ſoareth after the Larke, but neuet ceazeth vpon the 


wten' the Faulcon footeth the partridge, but neuer flicth after 
the puttocke ; the Eagle beholdeth the Sunne in the toppe of the 


heauens, but neuer looketli downe towardes the bottome of the 


EVeas: and Princes beare prince-like diſpoſitions to reward boun- 
| *Eifully, and not baſe peaſant—lil;e mindes, to recompence their 


champions flenderhy : whercfore doeſt thou then deſpaire * if 
wy beautie hath captiuated thy ſight, thy vertue hath impriſo- 
ned my heart: baſhfull feare hindereth thee to ſeeke, ſhamefaſt 
modeſtic forbiddetli me to offer: and yet I had rather paſſe the 
hmits of modeſtic (which is ſo great an ornament to our ſexe) 
and confeſſe and acknowledge mine owne infumitie, then ſo va- 
tant and worthig a Knight ſhoulde miſcarrie. Wherefore I 
char e e my diſpleaſure, to returne with this 

lellenger to mj Fathers Court againe: welcome thou ſhalt be 
* vnto 


— — 
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of the blacke Knight... 
vnto him, and princely rewardedd, but more welcome to Modeſta 
and louingly entertained, who longeth for thy preſence. Thus 
reſting not well pleaſed with my ſelfe, till I be able to pleaſate 
thee, I with and cxpeR thy ſhort returne, 


Thine alwayes vnkayned 
Modeſta. 


WP" the blacke Knight had peruſed euer this letter, and 
had read it againe and againe, he could ant withdzawe his 
eyes from theſame, ſa vnſpeakable were the ioyes he con⸗ 
| ceaticd therein: but in the end, ſecking to delerre the time in reading 
, | berſkrowle, (being in good hope not onelp to behold, but allo to em⸗ 
I pnzace ber owne perſon) was with the idle houſe-wike to be catching of 
b fleas, when her buline% ſhould be in doing. Therefoꝛe he plucked vn 
bis ſpirits, ans rewarding well the meſſenger,he relolued to leaue his 
ſirkt determination to viſite the good old hermite, (til that he had ſteſt 
returned to Modeſta) faithfully determining neuertheleſſe, when ap⸗ 
poztunitie would giuc him leaue, to repatre vato him againe, to heare 
bis Bꝛitiſh dilcdurſe, and to bꝛing him newes ol Modeſtas enlatge⸗ 
ment accoꝛding to pꝛomes. And now being pꝛicked foꝛwards with the 
ſting of a moꝛe longiag deſire then bekoze, de returned with Perio back 
againe, ſuch haſte thep made, that within few dayes they were come 
t a village very nere to the kings Court, where they lodged al night. 
The blacke knight beſng(after his maner very inquiſitiue of newest 
his hoaſt told htm of a great triumph of Juft and Turnament, which 
was holden at the kings conrt, and the occation thereof hadgrowen in 
this loꝛt. Firſt the King, alter the deliuerit of his daughter, cauſed'a 
pꝛoclamation to be made, that whoſdeuer could bꝛing notice of him, 
that had by his valo2 pꝛeſerued her honour and life, he ſhould be verie 
bighly rewarded fo2 the ſame,# when no news could be heard of him, 
be cauſed another proclamation to be made, that a ſolemne feaſt ſhould 
be kept in his Court fo} one whole moneth, during which time, be 
graunted a lafe conduct ta all fozren Pꝛinces, and Ruightes of what 
country ſoeuer. to palle + repaſſe:and that during the time appointed, 
all commers, acwell within his swne pꝛincipalitie and domintons, as 
Krangers,hhouldtrie their W and Rnightly _ 
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at ute and Curnament, and he which ſhoulv obtaine the bon dur df 
chat Feaſt with martiall manhood, ſhould haue fo2 his reward his 


onely daughter Modeſta in marriage, with this condition that he 
would defend her beaut ie fo2 one whole moneth at Florence, which 
nowe flouriſhed againe, being but lately by Carolus Magnus reco⸗ 


uered from the polleſlion of the Gothes, and the woꝛthie Perduratus 


the valiant Gouernour thereof, who (at the time when the Gothes 
ſacked the lame, hauing narrowlp cſcaped the fur ie of their bloods 
tbirſting blades) had ener lined in exile in che deſertcs of Liguria, 
and nowe was called backe agatne, and. reſtozed to his fozmer poſſeſ- 


Lions and liuings, where he not onely erected ſtately and ſumptuous 
Temples, to wozſhip and deifie the Goddes, magnificent and goꝛ⸗ 


geous buildings to harbour his people: but alſo pꝛeſcribed and eſtas 
bliſhed Lawes to keepe his ſubiectes in good o2dcr of luing: theſe 


- were the reaſons which moued the Ring co make choice of Florence, 


knowing that greater company would allemble tlece, in reſpect that 


the fame thereof ſo lately began to flouriſh. And the reaſon (as it is 


repozted) quoth Calimacko, (fo2 ſo the hoaſt of the houſe was called) 
which mooued the King fo take this courſe, was to finde againe that 
Knight, which victozioulty had vanquithed Modeſtas falſe arcufer, 
Thele triumphes haue continued theſe thꝛee weekes and moze, and 
nowe they dzaw-cowards an end: many wozthy Knightes and vali⸗ 
ant Champions came there out of all Countreyes, and amongeſt the 
reſt, one came, which is rather a diuell oꝛ a monſter, then a man, a 
Giant he is, which came (vpon repoꝛt of this triumph) from the de⸗ 


artes ok the mountaine Taurus, and as pet ſithence he came none 


ran wich him twice, koz that he vnhozſed euery one at the ſirſt incoun⸗ 
ter: and this is like to carrie her awap, much againſt her fathers 
will, and nowe the King is lozie ts baue graunted any ſuch conditi⸗ 
ons to the victo2 : but ſith there is no remedie, he cauſed to be made 
a triumphant charriot to carrie them to Florence, being out of all 
hope to be rid of this perillaus and terrible monſter, without that the 
freſh kame of that newe erected Citie, together with the hope of ſo 
prectous a reward, ſhould make the nomber of woꝛzthy Martialiſtes 
to be greater, and their reſolution to be moze-peremptozie, whereby 
ſome one might (by good happe) in the end weary that diueliſh keend, 


thereby 


of the blacke Knight. =" * 
thereby once againe to recouer his Modeſta from captiuitie. When 

Calimacko had thus diſconrſed, the blacke Knight was the glad / 
deſt man in the woꝛlde, both becaule he heard of his Fathers happie 
returne to Florence againe, with the great fame and renowne there⸗ 
of, and alſo to be offered ſo good an oppoꝛtunitie, once againe to com⸗ 
bat foz his Lady: and withall, that befoꝛe his Father in Florence he 
ſhould aduance him (elfe to ſhewe his [kill in armes. Mell alter 
that he had diſcourled a while with Cal:;macko vpon theſe newes, he 
tauled his Page to light him to his chamber, where being come, he 
began to commune with him thus. Nowe Perio, howe likeſt thou 
thele tydings of thy Muttrelle, and ok that hanvſome groome that 
muſt haue her * very ill, my Lo2d,quoth he, and wozſe will my Lady 
and Miſtreſſe fare, if He heare not ſhoztly from you. Map Perio, 
quoth the blacke Knight, thou miſtakeſt the matter: fox women be 
wilie cattell, they can counterfet ſoꝛrowe when they are nothing lad, 
and lowꝛe when they haue lift to laugh, and lmyle when they feele 
moſt ſmart: diſſimulat ion is a common pꝛactiſe amongeſt chem, yea 
and thou gh they ſhould lore entirely, yet are they like the timely bloſ⸗ 
ſoms that are nipped with euery froſt, they change their hew with 
the Cameleon, and alter their ſhapes with Proteus, ſo voluble is the 
whecle of their vnſettled reſolucion. Quoth Perio, you map aſſure 
you, my Lozd, Modeſta is none of thoſe that is wonne with a Nut, 
and loſt with the ſhell : fe2 as without great deſart ſhe will not affect, 
fo without a manifeſt occaſion ſhe will not dillike: and fo2 you, mp 
Loꝛd, you map be well aſſured, (he will neuer be falſe vnto you, and 
if pou finde it otherwiſe, neuer beleeue Perio againe. Well, quoth 
the black Knight, J will trie if it be ſo,let vs take our reſt this night. 
and in the mozning you ſhall knowe moze ok my minde, Little lleepe 
ſatiſfied the blacke Knight, deuiſing with him lelfe in what ſozt he 
might attempt this enterp2iſe, vnknowen of any: in the end be cons 
cluded with him ſeife, to ſend Perio the next mozning to the Ringes 
Court, to learne what time, and which way Modeſta ſhould be cars 
ryed towardes Florence, and gaue him great charge not tothewe 
him ſelfe vnto her, 'befoze ſuch time as he ſhould put in pꝛactiſe what 
he had determined, fo2 the enlarging of her from the cuſtodie of that 
great Giant, Perio very readily and cloſely conuayed him lelfeto 
0 Q 3 Court, 
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Core? and he llayed not long, but he came to the knowledge of all? 
che time of the Turnament being now erpired, and Bergamo (for ſo 
the Gyant was called) ready within thoſe two yayes to ſet fozwardes 
with Modeſta towardes Flozence: whereby/accozding to the kings 
Paclamation) to ſinich his begun enterpzile. hen Perio had heard 
this, and had learned which wap they would gae, without any tarrp⸗ 
ing he returned to his Maiker againe: and when he had declared the 
whole circumTance vnta him, the blacke Knight was very glad, thar 


| they dia ſo quickely ſet foxwardes with Modeſta, and that Bergamo 


was to paſſe with her though the Foꝛreſt of Mountalto, wherein 


was a very narrow pailage at the iſſuing out thereof, and adiopning; 


thereunte a verie Ine and platne greene, furniſhed with twa rowes of 
Poplars, (which were lometimes the liſters of pꝛaud Phaeton, ſo 
tranlfozmed, becauſe thep ſozrowed fo? their bzothersfall) along the 
lame ſtanding in ſuch ozder, as though they bad taken their places 
there, to beyold the rare and range ſight which ſhaztly was ts paſle 
that way, Then he cauſed to be made a Callocke, and Balles of revve 
Dateen ta couer his blacke armour, le aſt he Hhould be deſcryed befozg 
he had bzouxht his purpoſe to ſome ende: and cauſed alſo à ſtraunge 
attire to be made fo2 his Page, and when he had giuen oꝛder howe 
thiaxes ſhoulo be done, he betooke bim to his relt, The next day, 
when Aurora began to tlothe her (elle with her gray gowne, and to 
biuH foz ſhame that Phocbus ſhould be ſcene to dillodge bim ſelce 
fron her bower, and that Titan had no ſooner let foote in his chars 
riat, and his trampling ſteedes with foaming mouthes began to al⸗ 
cend, and with their lightes to dilcouer ſuch things that were in the 
inleriour regions, obſcured with the vale ol dar kneſſe, but the blacke 
Kaighit armes at all aſſapes, and couered with that red veſture, his 
Creſt plumed with a great bunch cf white feathers, mounted vpon 
bis fatelp white courſer. Thus Perio carrying his Target, aud ris 

ing vpon a fine Jennet which he had bought fo2 him, trauelled a 
raum pace tomardes the Foꝛreſt of Mountalto, and befoze Phocbus 
ba? paſſed in his courſe the meridionall line, they had recoucred the 
lame, and dꝛawing neerer the plaine, to the which the narrow Angle 
was adiopnint, the blacke Knight lighted eff his hoſe, gaue it vnto 


Peio, and tooke Modeſtas picture (that he had pꝛocured to be me 
R 


of the blacke Knight: 


for that purpoſe) and hanged tt on a mighty Poplar, which Noode in 
the very nooke betweene the plaine and the Fozreſt, where no bodie 
could paſſe but muſt needes ſee it: vnderneath tis picture he cauſed 
ta be uigrauen in golden letters this ſentence, | 

No ITnight may paſte this way, but nniſt needes either con- 
feſſe, that ſhe whome this picture repreſenteth is the fayteſt Lady 
lung, and yeeld vp his Target in honour of her name: or com- 
bat for his paſſage with the Knight of the Forreſt, who watcheth 
here for that purpoſe, 

And when he had placed the ſame to his liking, be walked alide to 
wuactch the cam ming of Bergamo, who within thꝛee howers after, was 
| come within kenne of the blacke knight, who tear meth him ſelle the 
| Knight of the Forreſt : then p2eſently he called to his Page fo2 his 
* boxſe,and mounting to his (addle with a trice, did ride a ſoft pace til 
he came to the entrance of the plaine, and there he ſtayed till, till che 
charriot came right aqainſt him, and then ſtepped foth, and wilhed the 
'/ charriot man to ſfay, who maruelling to ſee one alone man ſo boldlp 

will him to tap, thought ſkozue thereof and held on his courle. The 

| knight of che Forreſt fullof choller to ſee the ſRoꝛnfull demeanoʒ ot 
that pꝛoud carteſman, fÞtrred his hozſetill he came within reach of 
bim, e then with his armed ſiſt he lent him ſuch a blow vpon his face, 
that be cruſhed his Rull in pieces, at the nopſeof whole fal thole which 
were already paſt turned backe againe, t thoſe which followed, haftes 
ned fozwards, Bergamo being within glutting bimſelf with the view 
| of the faire Modeſta,hard al this bulling,* becaule the chariot ffoov, 
; he ſtepped out, ſeeing the knight all armed bekoze him, e his chariot 
man f{aine,alked the knight of tbe fozrelt why he hav done ſo, and re⸗ 
uiled him with great inſolency, aſſuring him if he did not anſwer him 
dwta bis liking, be ſheuld taſte the weight of his mighty faulchon, The 
knight of the forreſt ſmiling anſwered, J haue vowed to keepe this 
pallage,t here thou mailt ſce the cauſe (pointing to the picture )and Y 
wilhed thy man to ſtay that J mighe ſpeake with thee, who would not, 
and this is the cauſe : now reade this inſcription, and anſwere mp des 
maund, Bergamo kindled with w2ath, was readie to runne vpon 
bim with his Faulchion, but remembzing him lelfe better, he los⸗ 
ked towardes the picture, yet tooke [mall heede thereunto, but 
reade ouer the ſkrowle which me vnder wzitten, g then foaming at 
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By The ſtrange Aduennires 
bis month like a Boze, and fretting with a deadly furte, that any 
yould pꝛeſume to bꝛaue him in ſuch ozver, he thunde red out with his 
bollowe and bellowing voyce, (his eyes burning like a flaſhing to2ch) 
as kolloweth. | 

20ud ſtriplinag and fooliſh ponker, howe dareſt thou pꝛeſume to 
challenge me the combat, that haue cerrifiey ſo many bꝛaue and res 


am the Kaight of the Fozreſt, quoth he, that will hoztly quallifte 
thoſe inſolent bꝛag zes of thine : but as the Beetle neMleth her ſelfe in 


lolute Rnightes with the mateſtie of my ſterne countenance, and thou 
lawcie Pzinckockes, art ſo arrogant to ſet vp ſkrowles of challenge 


to me, oz arrogate to any woman liuing the beautie incomparable of 


my Lady, yea and though the trueth were of thy ſide, yet would J 
not confeſſe the ſame, being ſo peremptozily required thereunto: fox 
reſolute men at armes are (ooner wonne with entreaty, then duer⸗ 


come with fozce, But J pꝛay thee, whole picture doeſt theu carrie 


ab2oad, thus to her defame and thy diſhonour. Quoth the Knight or 
the Fo2reſt, care thou not, arrogant Panſtt r, whole it is, onely 
knowe ſhe is the Lady of mp lone, and Piltreſſe of my thougbtes, in 
defending of whole right, J hope to diſinherite thee of thy reſt, and 
therefoze make thee readie to the combate: ik J ouercome thee, J 
muſt be maſter of thy pzize, moꝛe fitter foz a man then a monſter : if 
thou doeſt ouercome me, J will be thy pꝛiloner, and confeſle (that 
which J can not denie) that ſhe, foꝛ whome thou doeſt vndertake this 


enterpꝛile, is the very pꝛide of beautie, and flowze of all the wozlde. 


Although Bergamo might well haue vnderſtood by his wozdes, that 
his pꝛetence was to winne his pꝛaye, pet he neither tooke any heed to 
what he ſaid: onely thus much he replyed vnto him. 

Thou vnloztunate wzetch,J will not ſticke to graunt thee the hos 
nour of a combate, becauſe I would be thozowly reuenged on thee, 
and then mapyeſt thou thinke thy ſelfe happy, to haue ſo honourable an 
end, as to periſh by my weapons: but cell who thou art, that J may 
knowe the ſpoyle of whoſe honour J ſhall gaine by the conqueſt, J 


the Su me all day, and deſcending thence with a murmuring nope, 
is coatented with a Towſhard foz Helter in the night: lo thy pzoude 
and mighty thꝛeates, which nowe is ſtretched aboue Ela, will ere 


long be contented to decline, and to deſkant vpon Sol fa. 
Pereupon 


D 


| that being nowe inthe pꝛelence of 3 whole legions ol = 


of the blacke Knight: 


Hereuport Bergamo called for his hozſe and armour, and while 
two of his ſquiers made him readie, the Knight of the Forreſt tur⸗ 
ned his hozſe round, and mannaged him with very good grace, and 
the reſt of the company which gaue their attendance on the charriot 
did let them ſelues in oꝛder in two rowes, the followers cf Bergamo 
on the one ſide and thoſe which were Modeſtas ſeruants on the other 
ſide 2 they all muſed vpon the ſucteſſe of this ſtratageme. All Mode- 
ſtas followers heartily wiſhing the Knight of the Forreſt to p2e* 
uatle, that their deare Ladie and Miſtreſſe ſhould not be combzed 
with ſuch a diuiliſh Mell⸗ hound, the ſight of whome tozmented her 
moꝛe then Hell it ſelfe. Thus all being attentine and ſtanding in good 
oder, Bergamo hauing armed him ſelfe, and being mounted vpon a 
huge and migbtie cour ſer, carrying a ſpeare in his hand as bigge in a 
manner as a Pine tree, and ſtrctching his vnweldy limmes in his 
ſaddle, that one would haue thought it had bene a mountame chat 
miraculoully mooued towardes him: but nenerthcleſle it daunted 
nothing of the courage of that good Knight, but rather encrealed his 
foxce and doubled bis delire to be dealing with him. And chus both 
parties being ready to the battell, the angrie ſounding trumpets 
ſummoned them to that bloody conflict, the which no ſgoner_bein 
beard, then theſe two champions turned about their neighing holes, 
and pacing them till they were a competent diſtance one from anos 
ther, then giuing them the libertie of the rapnes, ſpurred them on to 
runne like the whirlewinde, and meeting in the middeſt of the race, - 
they ſhiuered both their ſpeares ſo that the encounter was very dans 
gerous, fox the Knight of the Forreſt was ſo ſhaken therewith, that 
he was glad to embꝛace bis hole necke to laue him ſelfe krom Mops, 
and Bergamo with the koꝛce of his enemies launce was pulhed 
his hozſe c crupper, lo that he had much a doe to reconer his laddle as 
gaine. And both of them hauing well ſettled them ſelues, Vzewe out 


their lwozdes, and then the battell began to be bloodie on both ſides: 


but to be ſhozt, long and perillous was the fight betweene them, yet 


in the end, the Knight of the Forreſt with great loſſe ot his blood, 


and daunger of his lie, was Maſter of the field : fo2 no humane power 
could endure the terrible and deadly ſtrokes of that good Knight, fo 


Theſtrange Aduentures | 


ders could, not haue vanquiſhen his inuincible minde, Bergamo 


nowe left groning his (alt heath, and blaſphe ming againſt Goddes 


and men, renting the bowels ofthe apze with his cla moꝛeus and hol⸗ 
lewe bellowing, his owne ſeruancs flocked about him to lend him 


luch luccour as tcp could, all the reſt ranne to the Knight ot the 
Forreſt, and ſubmitted them ſelues bnta him, who hauing dilmoun⸗ 
ted from his bozſe, entertained them all very louingly, and wiſhed 
one ok them (which leemed vnto him to be chicke ok all the reft) to 
conduct him to their Ladie and Miſtreſſe: fo2 that nome it ſtood him 
vpon, to per four me the enterpziſe begun by Bergamo: the Gentle⸗ 
man verie willingly did leade him towardes the charriot. Modeſta 
all this while ſtood viewing of this ſtratage me, and was ve ry glad to 
be rid ok chat diueliſh monſter, although (he knew not who it was that 
had ventured ſo far re, to gaine an intereſt in her, and to whome the 
muſt peeld a poſſeſſion in her ſelke: but mhoſoeuer he was, ſhe liked 
well the chaunge, and cherekoze food reaate with a chearefull coun⸗ 
tenance to entert aine him who hauing aſcended to the charriot, lifted 
vp the beuer of his helmet, and humbly payed her handes to kille, 
CAhereupon Modeſta narrowly behoiding her Champion, partiy 
geſſing he ould be the blacke Knight by the complexion of his 
face, and by the valozous diſpoſition of his minde, embꝛaced him with 
eee and wiſhed him to tell her pꝛeſently, if it was not he 
that had vanquiſhed Tountie Delamure, in defence of her life and 
Honour, Moderatus deſiring nothing ſo much, as to latiſũe any res 
queſt that Modeſta ſhould make, and ſpecially to diſcouer him lelle, 
where he aboue all others was the welcommeſt man in the world: 
Wherefo2e be made no bone of the matter, but thus frauucd his ſoluta⸗ 
tion vnto her. 9 | 


"The blacke Knightes ſalutation to Modeſta, Her curteons 
| Io wry add hes in true league of amitie. Their going for- 
n i ds towards orence, and their baſſage lent to P ZR DY = 
A Gonernour thereof. Their Woche in a village called 
Albauilla ThegreatGyant'Albanus outriges there. Co K we 
It vs, and others of Duke DEV A 8Co8 Court repairing to 
Horence to cis wiumphs' (7141 1 Chap. 14. 
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/ livle tokens of your true-hearted knight, that vanquiſhed both Dela⸗ 


Tots conflictes , behold the ſkarres( and therewith vnlacing his Ars 
mour) of late healed woundes, = the freſh bleeding hurtes, with 
| 2. 


of the blacke Knight © 
) Mot noble {zincefſe, the flower of all beautte and 


I owne excellencte, hauing framed ſo uoble a Treas 
I ture, in whole life and ronuerſatton both rare con⸗ 
PIES gy flancie, and the fruite of vertuous chaſtitie haue 
N lhined moze bꝛight then the Carbuntle in the dar⸗ 
keſt dungeon, oꝛ Phoebus aſcending to his higheſt ſpheare, diſplaying 
his gloztous and golden beames,after a darke and miſtie moꝛning. A 
ſap, Modeſta well deſeruing thy name, and not impꝛoper to thy he⸗ 
rotcall qualities, the very Pappe of vnfapned modeltie, the carde of 
ſingular and rare curteſie, the flower of enerfAourihing kancie, the 
mirrour of mapden · like humilitie, the olalle of nener-enving lone, 


and the liuelp lantherne ok true and perkect nobilitie. All haile noble 


CUirgine, the wonder of the wozlde, and the matchleſſe Parragon as 
mongeſt all humane creatures, thy twice raptiuate champion, Mo» 
deratus ſonue to the renowmed (and ſometimes tnfo2tunate) but now 
happie Flozentine Perduratus, Loꝛd and Pꝛinte of that reediſted and 
late recouered Florence, humblyſubmitteth him ſelfe to thy perſon, 
and craueth pardon, if euer he hath wꝛonged thy ſight with any rude 
kant aſte of ouer⸗willing deſire, to excuſe my ſelfe, whercof I can lay 
nothing, but that in ſo doing, J kulälled the commaundement of the 


peremptoꝛie vncontrolled Oeitie of that blind Cipzian bop, whoſe 


ſhafts pier ced deadly, x fire burned vehemently, fo that not able to re⸗ 
fit the alar ums of his kreſh batteries, J comitted my paſſions to that 
telltale paper, which truly Perio deliuered to mine onely harts⸗ hope 
Modeſta. My lines pꝛeſeruer Modeſta vourhſafed to compound a 
medicine with her own hands to lalue my griele, although by diſtance 
of place it lately came to my hands: wherkoze J want not the marks 
of a long languiſhing patient, with his pale and leane cheeks, x hang» 


ing x heauie countenance. The medicine J recetied by the handes of 


true⸗hearted Perio, hath ſomething reuiued me againe, and both the 
mellenger & the potion J vo here pꝛeſenc vnto Modeſta, as the inkal⸗ 


mure&mighty Bergamo to aduante thy honour and dignitie. And if 
you ſuppoſe that J recetued no damage in perfourming thele dange⸗ 


bloodie 


whilome the pride of Nature triumphing in her 
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The firange een 


bloody teares crauing fo? pittie at pour handes, beſides a moſt daun⸗ 
gerous wound which palpablp to 
with tender regard of his like, 


Awenteth mp ſoule, without that you 
(that willingly will ocker the ſame in 
defence of your honour and kame) will vouchſafe co ſalue his ſo2e al⸗ 
readie like to fcſfer, ik without delay it be not locked vnto; Here 


Moderatus with volleyes of lighes, and the teares trickling downe 


his two Chziltall chekes,made a full period, reſting in a Dilemma be⸗ 
tweene keare and hope, and dꝛiuen to ſuch an extaſie with fernencie of 
newe encreaſing deſire, that he could not ſpeake one wozd, till his 
Saint, his Sunne, his Jop, his Jewell, J meane his Modeſta, ac⸗ 
companied him with teares that trilled like dꝛoppes of ſiluer dewe, 
ouer the Carnation tincture of her milke-white face, began thus to 


replie vnto him, * | 


Noble Heropes, and the flower of all Cheualrie, J hold it not ne⸗ 
ceſſarie ts mourne when the daunger is paſt, but rather to reiopce in 
that it is ſo happily paſt: but yet to recount of our expired labours, 
can be no leſle then pleaſing vnto vs, fo2 that valiant Troian Aeneas 
vſed to comfoꝛt his diſtreſſed mates in their greateſt ertremitics, - 
ſaping vnto them, Olim hæc meminiſſe iuuabit: fo haue you res 
peated vato me the daunger you ſuſtained in wozking mp deliuerie + 


and ſurely thus much J mult needes lap, that as your valour bath 


purchaſed mp freedome, o hath it allo eternized your fame with pers 
petuall renowne and higheſt wy of honour, J confeſle my libertie 
conſiſted in your bountie, and ſith the ſame relyes vpon mp beautie, 


euen the very lame which you haue freed from perpetual inkamie, ſhal 


in like ſozt gratiſie you with vnkayned loyaltie, which is the onely re⸗ 
ward it can affoozd fo all pour ſuſtained trauailes. It is an ill Gare 
dener that toyleth in his garden all dap, and can not haue a few roots 
fo: ſallets.at night:and a ſozie huſband, that laboureth in his vineyard 
all the yeere,and hath not a cluſtex of grapes inſtore to cole his thirſt: 


and ſo that Louer is vnhappie, that in twile hazarding his life fo2 his. 


Miſtreſſe, can not obtaine one reaſonable wiſh, Nay rather that gar⸗ 
den were vnkertill, that vinepard vnfruitfull, and that Miſtreſſe too 
tos cruell, that would not peeld better fruite to ſuch diligent ſer⸗ 
uants, UWherefoze ſweete friend, I pꝛoteſt vnto thee, that as my li- 


bertie recouered by the . of thy n arme, hath buchapned me 


\ 


_ * mm 
— 


from 


of the blacke Knight. ; 


from the bondes of ſhame and diſhonoz : ſo thy ſkrowle ſent by Perio, | 
(which thou doeſt pzetend to wꝛong my light) hath very much cheri⸗ 
ſhed mp late-recoucred periſhing bodie, becauſe it was krom the 
blacke Knight preſented vnto me: but Moderatus pꝛeſence nowe 
the ſecond time purchaſing mp libertie with the pꝛice of his deareſt 
blood, hath not onely reuiued me from death to like againe, but alla 
thereby purchaſed the Fee-ſimple thefeof vnto him ſelfe, if Modeſta 
hath any intereſt in her ſelfe. Here both burſt foo2th againe into 
floods of teares, and teares choaking vp their ripe and mellowed 
ſpeaches, left ſkant any vent to the bzeathing ayze to haue acceſle 
vnto their panting hearts, to eaſe the ponderous burthen thereof with 
volleye s of ſarre-fetched and ſkalving lighes, Thus as it were tranl⸗ 
poꝛted into anewe u oꝛlde, ſo cloſely embzacing,that as it may be phi⸗ 
loſophically diſputed, that louers and friends haue diſtinct bodys, but 
one minde : ſo it might be nowe palpably pzooned, that theſe two los 
uers were but one entire body, with ſuch exceeding vehemencie thep 
clipped that which either of them ſo long expected and earneſtly deli⸗ 
red: thus rauiſhed with an ertrao2dinarie toy of this happie meeting, 
they continued a long time in this ſoꝛt, not much vnlike to the picture 
of Mars and Venus, ſet foo2th in that manner they were taken by 
Vulcan: they had commaunded all to ſtand apart vpon their firft las 
lut ation, and happie it was that all pilcouered not ſo great a ſecreſie. 
In the ende ſomething awaking out of this ſweeteſlumber, Modeſta 
led him in by the hand, and called fo2 Perio to vnarme him, alluring 
the Page he ſhould be well rewarded fo2 the paines and trauell he 
had ſuſtained. And Moderatus being vnarmed, Modeſta very ten⸗ 
derly ſearched his woundes, cheriſhed and bound them vp with great 
care, and then cauſing the charriot to pzoceed fozwardes, leaning 
Bergamo neither aliue, noz yet altogether dead, Moderatus albcit 
he confeſled to Modeſta his birth and Parentage, would not haue 


anp other pꝛiuie thereunto, till ſuch time, as vnerpected in his Fas 


thers pꝛeſence, he might diſcouer him ſelfe, ik his foztunes in his ens, 
terpꝛiſe would pzooue happie, otherwiſe. he meant not to make him» 
ſelfe knowen at all. Modeſta at the firſt ſeemed verp vnwilling to 
holde on this tourney to Florence, leaſt her champion in perfourming 
ſo many exploptes ſhould at laſt . and ſo verifie the old 7 : 
3 | 8 
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Do okten goẽth the pot to the water, that at laſt it commeth bꝛoken 


- home, oꝛ halfe crazed, but in the ende ouercome with his earneſt per⸗ 


perſwaſion, che peelded her gelle to his will, and then they trauelled 
on mer rilx, till they came within a dayes tonrnep of Flozence, in all 
which time no aduenture wo2th the reciting happened: and being 
tome ſa neere their iourneyes end, they thought it conuenient to lend 
a meſlenger befo2e, to giue notice of their comming, and to reſt and 
repatre them ſelues in a fine village that was in the way called Al- 
bania, which tooke the name of one Albanus a monſtrons great Gps 
ant, which had built part of the Towne,and a great caſtle which ood 
in the frontter oz entrance of the lame, wherein he lodged a crewe of 
thieniſh monſters like him (eife, that ſpoyled and robbed all the coun⸗ 
rep abouts, till ſuch time as the noble Fiozentine Perduratus, who 
was nowe reſtozed to his fozmer place and liuing againe, batting 
knowledge of the great villanies of this Albanus,came to appꝛehend 
him with a great number of valtant men at armes, the which was 
not ſo clolely determined, but this fowle beaſt had knowledge theres 
of, and fied to the wilderneſſe of Apennmus that ioyned hard vyon 
this village, where together with the reſt of his companions, he re- 
matned robbing and ſpopling all the countrey abouts, 
- Thts village of Albania was about twentie leagues diſtant from 
Florence, where they continued foure oꝛ fiue dapes, and there we wil 
leaue them, till other occaſions doe concurre to bzing them fozwards 
to the p2oofe of this aduenture. 
The repoꝛt of this ſolemne triumph alreadie finiched in the Tourt 
of Lothus King ok Aemulia, and nowe to be perfourmed at Flo⸗ 
rence, was ſo ſpꝛed abꝛoad in all count repes, that it came to Deuaſco 
his Court, and hauing tickled the mindes of the ludte gallants, (that 
had any confidence in their lkill in martiall diſcipline and dexteritie 
at armes) with emulation and deſire of honour, fo that Cornelius 
the Duke his ſonne accompanied with his conzen Denaloyes, and di⸗ 
uerſe other noble and valiant Knightes, prepared them ſelnes fo2 
Flozence, both to trie their manhoodes in this honourable aſſemvlte, 
where triumphing with victo zie they were to enioy fo rich a bootie. 
And alſo to viſite Perduratus, whoſe kindneſſe (they were allured) 
would 'affoopy vato them many thouland welcomes, with the bel 
*. manner 
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of the blacke Knight. 


manner of entertaine ment the time and place would yeeld, And a⸗, 


herein, becauſe ſince Perduratus departure from his Fathers Court, 
he had rereiued no tidings from the vercuous Veroſa, who was the 
dnely Piltcelle of his thoughtes,anv the Saint, at whoſe chzine he ofs, - 
ered the lacriſice ol his fancic 3 and therefoze was in a very longing, 
delire to vilite her at her fathers Court, being nowe in good hope,lith, 
her father was lo foztunately reſtoꝛed to his fozmer dignities again, 
that with the conſent of both their Partuts. he ſhould now e at length 
lini his long pꝛolonged ſuite, with the conſummation al a marriage 

betweene him and his deareſt Verola. mY . 


4 


mongs the reſt, young Cornelius was maze foꝛmard then anx other 


Priſcus lotte with Florida ther inconſtancie and ehaunge:ot his 
departure from Albigena in queſt of his friend. His trauell in th 
wildernefſe of Apznninus,and his great extremitie for foode: his 
diſcoucring of Poe ns engraued in the barke of trees, and camfort _ 

thereby. His parley with an aged Father, and the olde mass re- 

port of a fayre ſhepheardeſſe, which the ſillie ſwaynes courted: ©) 
with thoſe* Paſtorall,exerciſes. His diſcouetie of the fayre ſthep=  - 7 
heardeſſe MRASA. Her ſong, His ſalutation vato her, and her 
replie. The Swaynes ſongs, A LBANVS his interrupting of their 
Rurall paſtime. RISC vs combate with him, and vidtorie.” 
PRISC Vs ſearch for CA LFEvRN1O the Gyants fonne. His 
ayding of the blacke Knight, who fought with CAL EBYRNiT of; 
and all his crewe. Their victorie, knowledge one of another, 
and ioye. The blacke Knight declared of his loug to bi ſiſter 
MoDpz$TA, and the triumph he was to perfourme for her in 


his owne Fathers preſence, though vnknowen of any there, Chap. 3. 
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Eaue wee them teadie in their way, towatves 
9000 Flozence, and let vs not altogether tozger Prifs 
Dy. cus, whome. wee hone not remembꝛed all this 
while: who, after his friend Moderatus depar? 
Is ture froin Albigena, vowiug Pilgrimage to ek 


fett his friendes deſired purpole, which (indeeve) 
| Pzocured him the friendly countenance of faire Florida, fo whoſe ſake 
be long languiched in extreme milſerie, ſo that nowe Moderatus bes 
ing gone, loue quickly increaſed betweenc Priſcus and Florida to his 
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full ripeneſſe, and continued not long in that 'effate t fox womens 
mindes will ware with the Poone, and ebbe wich the Sea, not vn⸗ 
like to the flower in Sommer, that to day is glozious in the pꝛide of 
his bloſſomes, and co moꝛrowe withereth with the leaſt blaſt of Bos 
reas Ripping bꝛeath. Thele coye Pmions be luch libidinous liber · 
tines, that they are both hote and colde, and all in a moment, and 
will boch raſhly chooſe and ſtill couet to chaunge: with this blemiſh 
Florida was fowly attaintes, fo2 not long after this firme league of 
euer p2omiſed friendſhip, had pafſed betweene her and P riſcus, it 
was not thoꝛowly warme, bekoze Florida (as women are euer deſi⸗ 
rous of nouelties) had pitched her fancie vpon the poung Loꝛd Deuas 
loyes, who omitted no agglets, bꝛacelets, ouches, byowches,Gems, 
Jewels, Feathers noꝛ fangles to feede her pꝛoude humour and lofcie 
minde, and alſo wanted no Pandars that fo2 copne painted him in his 
colours, and that did let him foo2th with their flatteries in his beſt 
habite, who derogated Priſcus pꝛaiſe⸗wozthie delartes, and arrogated 
the ſame wholly to Deualoyes, as alone wozthy of ſuch a Parragon 
as lhe was, there needed but ſmall batterie when the Captaine-was 
readie to yeeld 2: foz theſe peſtilent and devouring Yarptes, were not 
duuen to ſpend any long time in perlwading of Florida, to neglect 
Priſcus and affect Deualoyes, the which when Priſcus vnderffoode, 
(what chinke you) was he (o2ie fo2 her fickleneſſe: no ſurely, but has 
uing a little exclapmed againſt her inconſtancie, he reiopced rather, 
that he might ſoquickely be ridde from the infectious bꝛeath ot luch a 


| Euer Panther: ſozrowing in nothing ſo much as in the loſle of his 


eare friend Moderatus, in queſt of whome he determined to trauell. 
And ſo conſequently when oppoꝛtunitie gaue him leaue, and that he 
had furniſhed him ſelfe with all things fo his purpole, he departed 
from the Dukes Court, acquainting onelp Veroſa with his determi⸗ 
nation, pꝛaping her not to diſcouer either his departure, oꝛ the cauſe 


thereofto any, who at parting ſhed a nomber of kinde teares, fo2 that 


the loued him entirely, both fo2 her bothers lake, k alſo fo2 his owne 
curteſie and gentle diſpoſition, Priſcus hauing nowe taken his leaue 


of Albigena, being well armed and mounted, went fozwardes which 


way foztune directed him, not regarding any courle in his trauell 
(becauſe vncerten in what climate Moderatus ſotonrned) till in the 
ende 


Alter he had read ouer this fancie; he went a little 


further, and 
| found waltten on a Poplar cheſe enſutug lines. |. al 
D When 


* of the blacke Knigſtrt. 
ende he happened at vnawares to range in the wilderneſſe of Apen 
ninus, where be trauelled many dapes in great daunger of bis lie, 
continually pinched with hunger, and very often put to his ſhiftes by 
wilde beaſtes, whereof there was great plentie in this Foreſt, ſo 
long be continued in this penurie, that he was almoſt in deſpaire at 
bim elle, and alighting from his hozſe led bim in his hand, and ſo ene 
tring to agrecne land that was very neere the edge of the Fozreſt, 
be eſpyed tertame characters ingraued in the barke of a tall Beeche 
tree, whereat he was very glad, thinking chat to be a Kalender that 
people were not farre off, and therefoze he dꝛewe neere that ialcrip⸗ 
tion and read it ouer, which was as followeth,oz ts like effect, 


H Aue heauens conſpired wy balefulldeſtinic % 
Haue fates decreed my thraldome to prolong 
Will Merſa at all tue on my miſcric 
Or ſhall I euer continue in this wrong? 
Woe worth the houre, wherein thou haſt bene borne $ TT 
Deſpayring thus like to a man forlorne, 
Forlorne for that thou dareſt not ſue for grace 
Of her, who fits like Iuno in her throne, 
Driuing the lookers on into a maze, 
To whom in vaine I daily make my mone, 
Yet at her handes no hope of grace 1 finde, 
That ſtill torments my poore perplexed my minds, 


Liue long thou tree, wherein theſe lines I'grauc, 
And witneſſe beare of this my loyaltie, 
And how Iſecke of her ſome fauour t* haue, 
Whoſc heart is framed in forge of erueltie: 
Then ſhall I lime though dead I be in graue, 
With louers true, and challenge place to haue, 


\ fortunes of the poo ze ſhepheardes, who were thus tozmented with 
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Hat rare de ſart hath moou'd my mind 
© to follow fond deſire % 

What fate to fell hath fram*d my fall + 
What fortune did conſpire: 


Whit platt was laid? what time doth worke | 
to aggrauate the ſame *: 

What daunger thereof doth enſue, 

1 attribute ts fame. 


| For had not fame a blabbe bene found, 
for to extoll her ptaiſe, 
That is the cauſer of my payne, 


then Merſas oft delay es 


Had neuer diſturb*d my quiet reſt, 
for I my flocke had fed, 
When l for euſe, and th ey for food 
had better farre bin ſped, 


Riſeus bun read theſe two inſeriptions and two oꝛ thiee moze 
to this eſfect;-recoutting with him (elfe the great mile ries ol 
vnkoztunate louers. and hawe happy they liued which were nat 
ſkozcked with the firte bꝛandes of that pieuiſh god, and ſceing nowe 

be apined aſwell at a ragge as at a r. be, and could as well take a 
nightes lodging in rhe poo2e cottages of homely Swaines, as a mos 
neths reſpite in Rings pꝛincely bowꝛes, he greatly pittyed the hard 


the vnkindneſſe of ſome cope minion, that frequented the downes hard 
adiopaing vpon this Fozreſt: and therefoze deſirons ta vnderſtande 
further of this matter, what manner of one ſhe was, that had infec⸗ 
ted theſe haplefle Swapnes with her beautie, he held on a good pace 
till he had recouered the plaine, where vpon his fir$ entrance he bad 
eſpyed. a fatherly olde man, with whome he queCioned about this 
35 and farre renowmes ſhepheardeſſe, who told him, howe two of 
the quatnceſt.anv bounteft Dwgpnes that frequiented thoſe downes, 
> were 


of the blacke Knight. ö 
were in great deſpaire fo2 the Tote of her: this olde Father tol him 

allo that ſhee vled to reſt herſetfe in the day time, in a little fine thic⸗ 
ket adioyning thereunto. Priſcus immediatly eſpping the ſame faire 
groue, from whence a fine little current Mued out, Realingthzough 
a pleaſant vale, which made him thinke that there ſhould be a ſpzingz 
wherefoze being thirſtie after his trauaile, and allo deſirous to take 
ſome reſt, (if hayly he could not meete with the kayze Merſa, to (as 
tiſiz him ſelfe ra beholding ſo fayze a creature, as repoꝛt ſeemed ca 
make her) made as much halke as he could towardes the fozelayde 
groue, and nowe being come euen to the entrance of the ſame , he 


might heare a voce verielweetely and melodioully ſinging, 
upon he ffaped, and wichvyewe dim lelfeto che kirt gk th 
and there biding him ſelfe, (Leaſt his pꝛeſence ſhould in 
muſicke) he gaue attenttue eare, whereupon he might h 
out with a ſweete note, this Canſong fallowing, 
B By all her troupe of ſacred Virgias kind, 

Which vowed are to pure and chaſte defare, 
By Cybll's wiſe and ſage prelaging wind, 


Which turne her ordered leaues (as is decreed 
By heauenly powers) to good or had with ſpeed, 


- 


V Veſtaes tapers,and her holy fire, . 


By Siluan Nimphes,oft troubled with great feare 
In ſhunning of Siluanus raging luit, 
Who ſtill their flaring haires with griefe do teare, 
Leaſt rapes they be vnto this god vniuſt, 
Whoſe horned ſhape their dammage will procure, 
Ifhe them winne to ceaſe vpon his lure, 


By the great care of Daphne, flying faſt 
«From the purſuit of Bacchus hote deſire, 
Whoſe 1 flames hath made the Nimph agaſt: 
To turne whoſe ſhape the goo did then — 
þ 3 © 
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To a Bay tree, which laſteth to her fame, 
And euer groweth greene in honour of her name. 


— — 


By Procris rage and byting ielouſie, 

When by the ſame her death ſhe did ſuſtaine, 

By all the rites of pure virginitie, 

And by Dianaes chaſte and holy traine 
Itweare, (and that vnuolate ſhall reſt, 
What euer miſhappe or fortune mo moleſt) 


That firſt from Pontus waues, where Iſtęis fall 

In braunches ſeuen is to the raging ſea, 

Each one of theſe returne their courſes Mall, 

And backe wardes ſhape the ſame without delay 
(Againſt the courle and force of Natures ſeede) 
To lccke the ſpring from whence they did proceed, 


Before that Merſa mqouett with fancies forme, 
Shall make a ſhipwrackeg of her honeſtie, 
Irather leaue the ficter Swaines to ſtorme, 
Then I ſhould fgeleof loue the tyrannie. 
Iknow not what it is, nor dare not prooue, 
Who tryed may ſay: no heate to heate of lone; 


Although that Nictinen in raging wiſe; 
Pearſt with the ſhaft of the blind wanton bove, 
Paid for her luſt after too deare a price: 
Yet meane I not ſo wantonly to toye. 
Iloue no Owles, nor yet their Muſicke hoarcet 
From ſuch fond loues, I meane to make deuorce. 


Inke not Venus wanton toying trickes, 

With Adon ſweete her louing heart and ioy: 

Iloue not them whome fond deſire {till prickes, 

Nor yet theſe ſimpring Dames that be ſo coy. 
| * 1 I hate 


of the blacke Knight) 


T hate their laſt, I baniſh their 3 
I will not warme by their fond fancies fire,” 


No ſhapes transform d to gold, to Swan,or Bull, 
Shall pierce the fort of Merſas conſtant thought, 
Nor euer my minde in follyes cradle lull | 
Such vaine delightes, I count them all for nought, 
If euer! Joue, Iwill not loue in haſte, 
Who ſeekes me ſo, in vaine his toyle doeth waſte 


If oogbi may mooue my minde to ſtoope to lou, 
Vertue thereof ſhall ſure the conqueſt make: 
No light deſire veneriall actes to prooue, 17 
Ne any thing my ſettled minde {hall ſhake, 

But tract of time by due deſart me leade, 

For more then this it boote th not to pleade. 


ORiſcus, all being hulht and ſilent, eſpyed narrowly 1 
CEOS to ſee if he might take a viewe of fine ſhep⸗ 
heardelle ; fog nome he perceited that it was ſhe fox whome the 
ſbephear ds had made all that moane, and bad pꝛinted ſomany * 
in the barkes of trees, to be the eye witneſles of their griefcs 2 
preſently be eſpyed this his handſome Paſtora ſitting by a An 
ſpꝛing in a colde ſhade, attired in Sable, and couered with a purple 
mantle, her temples bound with a garland of Bapes, hex nut-bzowne 
haire hanging about her ſhoulders made her beautifull viſage (in the 
ſight of chele ſhepheard Swapnes)farre moze amiable ; foꝛ a blemiſh 
in all perfect apes, bzingeth rather a liking t tothe eyes, then aloa- 
thing co the minde 2 els had not Paris called the karre which Helen 
bad in her chinne, and Mars the mole which Venus had in her cheek, 
Cos amoris. Thele jolly ſhepheardes had ſit ting about her agreat 
coinpany of ſhepherd ſwaynes, all doing ber e and reverence, 
as their Pacroneſle, and admiring at her beautie. Hereupon Priſcus 
(hewed — ſeife, and beganne to ſalute her and the reſt Nr com- 

panie thus, | 
All haile happie Dwapnes, who can nat choole but be 
D 3 


h thoſe 
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while they enioy ſuch kauour, as to poſſefſe the pzeſence of ſo godly a 
imb, not omitting my duetie to the faire Merſa, as the chiele 
Pattoneſſe of ſo goodly a company. I came not here of purpole like 
a ſtragling runne⸗away to robbe you of your goods, but by chaunce 


guided by good happe, aud being come, willing both to ſatiſſte mm 


longing deſire, in viewing lo fapze a goddeſſe, (Fame menacing re⸗ 
uenge to all that time aZoowded knowledge of, and did not fill her 
ſhꝛine with plentie of offerings in honour of her Oeitie) and allo be ⸗ 
ing wearyed with long wandering ok theſe harbourleſle platnes, and 
deurous to take the beneficc of a coole ſhade, to eale mp wearineſſe, 
and the commonltie of this murmuring ſpꝛing to quench my thtrik, 
if faire Numph ( addꝛeſſing then his ſpeach to Merſa alone) by pour 
curteſie and fauour, J map obtaine the ſame, Repo2e hath filled 
mine eares wich pour pzaiſe, and mine eyes dazeled with your beau⸗ 
tie, doeth warrant your commendation to be but deſerved: and 
kame to be rather a niggard then pꝛodigall in decyphering of your 
good viftes. TWAherefoze J doe hope that you will not blemtth that 
vilage adozned with all beautie, with a minde furniſhed with coy dil⸗ 
daine: and therefoze I being a ſtranger doe deſire, (although vpon a 
ſudden J can not deſerue) that meaſuring my actions by the curteſie 
of a bountiful minde, and leuelling at mp deſires after the nerellitie 
of the preſent time, pon will affoozd me that fauour,which the wearis 
neſle of my feeble bodie doeth require, 

Mierſa hearing the ſolemne pꝛoteſtation of the gentleman,chough 
maraeliing whence he came vpon ſuch a ſupden, oz the caule of his 
ſpeeches being a ſtranger, replyed thus. 

Gentleman, ſich your loztune was ſo hard to light vpon ſo barren 
a harbour, pau are heartily welcome to ſuch as it is: and though the 
Erab*tree beareth no ſweete fruite, ta make Sydar foz the daintie 
tooth, yet it bꝛingeth foozth ſowze crabbes, whereof veriupce may be 
maze, which will peeld good relyce in the taſte : and in like manner 
homely ſwapnes, though they daue no ſumptuous fare that is (werte 
in the mouch, vet they haue homelp cates that is holeſome in the 
Mawe : no cheare to feede the eye of che curious, but the belly of the 
hun grie, reſpecting moze the ſawce which is a good appetite, then 
the meate which is alwayes but groſſe, And with that Merſa — 
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Following the Deate, or els ſome other game, 
And killing oft thefayreſt in the throng, 


Kaan 
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chen vnto her a white linnen bagge, intending to make him fuch a 
bomelp banquet, as the pꝛelent time and place could affoozd, but 
priſcus gʒeſentiy peceiuing her metente, refuſed not her offered cur⸗ 
teſie: but after repaſt was ended, (which was well to his contenta⸗ 
tion, hunger had ſo tempered his liomacke to haue appetite to meate, 
were it neuer ſo groſſe) he deſired the two loutng lwaynes that can- 
tended fo2 Merta, that he might heare ſonie of their Poems, which 
willingly they gr aunted vnto him, and then Hymon, foy ſo one of 
them was called, began thus. | | 
HYMONS Song, 
Hou Hebe ſweet which in the heauens doeſt ſta r, 
And to the gods doeſt heauenly Manna bring, 
Fly from the ſł es, packe hence with ſpeed aways 
In earth below there is a fairer thing, 
A Nymph it is, the fay reſt of all fayre, 2 | 
Who (thou being gone) muſt where thou art tepay cg. 


: 


For Tupiter being moouꝰd with her good grace, 

Will thee deſpiſe, and her in ſtead prefer : 

Wich enuie burſt to be in ſuch diſgrace, | 

And dye tor griefe. The goddes ſometimes do erxe, AER 
Sith they to fickle ſeeme, and chuſe to change, N . 
When fatcie ſtirres their waueriug mindes to range. 


Depatt not yet, from heauen thou ſhalt not wend, 
Ve diligence the goddes againe to pleaſeGQ. 
Let Metia reſt; ſweet Merſa on earth attend, 

My troubſed thoughtes and penſiue cares to eafe, 
Without whoſe grace nothing can pleatant be, | 
Nor ought remainca hearts reſt vnto me. KEE hs, 


How oſt tuckt vp like Amazonian Dame, S 
With bowe and quiuer tracing theſe gioues among, 72 


The goddes them ſelues being mooued with her lone, 


To winne the ſame in vaine full oft did prooue, They © 7 
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They garlands make of choyce and fineſt flowers, 
They FOO her fruit, but nought of her they gaine, 


1 Be En ed 
They proffer kiſſes fivect and giftes i vaine,  " 


They ſmyle and fing, ſhe lool eth coy and lowres. 
Fal of diſdaine ier tramels ſhe doth ſhake, 
Which makes the ſtowteſt of vs all to quake. 


O would ſhe were not ſo hard to bepleaſtd, 

O would ſhe ſhewed more gentle fauour to me, 
oppicr then I, could nothing then be praiſid, 

But ſhe reiect th my louing laſle to be. 

She doth deſpiſe my prayers, and griefs diſdaynes, 
She flies from me, which ſtill my poore heart paynes, 


O Merſa ſtay, flye not ſo faſt from me, 
Faire Merſa ſtay, no Leſtrigonian bruit, 
Doth male purſuit to feed his luſt on thee: 
But one, if thou him knew, whoſe honeſt ſuit, 
Is worthy of the ſame he doth deſire, 
And burnes for thee with chaſt and holy fire. 


And though my corps doth ſauage ſeeme with haire, 
And beard vnkempt an vgly thing to ſee 3 
Yet am not Idcformfd, for beard is faire, 
And hayres detent for ſuch as yaliant be, e 
When ſtrong men fight nyce mcacocks they do feare, 
And Schools to daunce, and not to fence they reare, 


Ifought for wealth thou likeſt,a ſhepheards ſtocke 
I hauc,and few doth more then l pollelle : 
For heards I keepe,and cake full many a flocke, 
A thoutand kine do feed on fineſt graſſe, 
Of ſwine great ſtore, and cattell fat withall, 
And goates in rockes their bleating kiddes to call, 


tore of chrome mille in ſcaſon ſtill I haue, 


of the blacke Knight. 
My cheſt is full of cheeſes new and olde, h bind 20 
Take what thou wilt, thou need ſt not ought to crau e 
For all Lhaue is thine, whereof be bolde. 
My ſelfe alſo (though thou the ſame refuſe) * 
Is at thy becke, thereof to take the vſe. 


If thou would ſt daine to walke fometimes with me, - 
Gather I would the Apples mellowe fine, 
And cluitring grapes with full ripe figges for thee, 
And Filberds kernels eake if thou were mine: 
With theſe I would thee eramnie my prettie peate, 
For whome great ſtore of bloody droppes I ſweate, 


Howe oft would I thy tender corpes then clippe, 
And eke the lame in folded armes combine, 
With thouſarid kiſſes would I preſſe thy lippe? 
Doubt not of theſe: to pittie eke incline, 
And come with me (leaſt that my paine increaſe) 
To cure my care, and thraldome to releaſe, 


By pleaſant ſprings our eaſe then we will take, 
Embracing there ſweete ſleepe will vs depriue 
Of wanton ſport: when ſemblance we do make, 
Not howe with gaine and lucxe for to thriue, 
(In ſilent ſhades) but of meane mirth and joye, 
When greateſt miade we haue to wanton toye, 


The hanging boughes and murmuring ſtreame will ſtriue, 
Who beſt may pleaſe and worke our ſweete content, 
While raging force of Summers heate doeth drive, 
Howe deare to me would be thy ſweet conſent % 
Alas thou nought doeſt weigh my giftes,nor lone, 
Whoſe heart faire ſpeach, nor weeping teares may mooue. 


More cruell then the Hircan Tigre fierce, 
More deafe then th Images of Marble made, 
| 1 More 
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For withered age deformity will bring, 
Too late thou waileſt when thou doeſt find the mis 
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More hard than ſtones that engines none can pierce; 

Art thou: in fine whote heautie ſure will fade, 
Though nature did the ſame to thee ordaine, 
But not true Louers ſute for to diſdaine, 


So vnder freſheſt flowers the Adder lay, 
So Hyble hath honie commixt with galle: 
Truſt not to forme, which with ripe. flowers decay, 
Forſake thy pride, for pride wil haue a fall. 
And while the ſame in prime doth flouriſh moſt, 
L oole not the time in vaine, thou crau'ſt being loſt, 


Vſe thy good giftes while thou haſt time( each thing 


By reaſon of his vſe commended is) 


Of thy faire face, to wrinkled furtowes turnde, 
And thy bright hew with. Phocbus beames being burnde, 


How oft in glaſſe wilt thou behold the ſame, 
And then condemne the follie of thy youth: 
That would not hunt, while time affoorded game, | 
Then ſhalt thou {and the prouerb old a truth, 
Which euer was, is, and io will be alwayes, 
That time and tyde for no mans pleaſure ſtayes, 


But why poure I my plaintes vnto the wind: 

Why doc Ithrowe my ſeed to barren ſande: 

1 ſtriue in vaine, of fate ſome fauor to find, 

That cruel is my hap for to withſtand 

Fate, more than gold or gentry doth loue haite, 
This ſcornes the Prince, when ſubiects do-preuaile, 


And though more fyence then ſerpent thou be ſet, 
Me to annoy that am thy carefull thrall: 


For with thy frownes my inward ſoule doth fret, 
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Vet will I wait, and cke attend thy call | 

And loue thee ſtill, Vhich in my heart ſhaltreft 0 
For Merſa alone in mind and mouth is preſt. 2 ) 


Hymon haning thus ended his fong,w2apped in a mind ful of im⸗ 
patiem thoughtes , was ready with the Swan to fozſake his life, fo2 
very keare of che future iudgments, which immediately he was to res 
ceiue. And Phyletas picked fozwardes with no meane defire ofput- 
ting in his plea, and in ſome good hope of a fauourable ſentence, fo2 
that he was a bonier ſwaine, and moꝛe quaint than all the ref, c ther⸗ 
foze was moze in countenance fauoured of Merſa, Pauing deliberatey 
a pꝛety while in tuning his inſtrument, he kell to his Ae 


HIL ET As ſong, 


Erſa, more white than flowre,or new burnt lime, 
Or raging ſalt- ſea fome, or milke reboylde: 
More red than Cheries, ripe by force of time, 
Or Beties yet with taint of blacke not ſoyld: 
Mote faire than flow ring trees in ſpring of yeare, 
More ſweete than figget, that new and ripe appeare. 


Such pappes had Venus none, fuch rolling eyes, 

* Such cherrie lips, both ſweet and fine in tutchs 
Why ſhould I praiſe her ſoft and wel made thyes, 
For better were to feele thantalke of ſuch, | 

Both Goddes and men therewith enamoured be, 
For with mine eies a Satyre I did fees 


Purſuing her, whom tane, he forſte to yeeld, 
Shee clamor made, then aide I would haue brought, 
But to defend my ſelfe I had no ſheeld, 
' Againſt his force, that with his hornes me ſought, 
Ol ſuch a Riuall fierce I dnrſt not proue, * 
The mighty force, though pining for her loue - 
| I 2 
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Oh then how oft with ſignes ſhe beckt at me, 
And when I came me clipt in tender ſort, 
Euen as the vine or {mie claſpes the trec, 


And wanton' like did bite my hppe in ſport, 
And flapt me on the mouth, with decent grace, 
Firme vowing then none other to embrace. 


But what alas all this is now forgot, 
And ſhe againe recouered libertie, 
Iteemẽ d then ſine, but now a fooliſh ſot: 


For that ſhe weighes none of my miſerie. 
Jo ſerue her turne my ſeruice could her pleaſe, 
But nought at all my bondage to releaſe. 


P Hiletas had pet [kant made an ende ok his ſong, when as they 
might heare a great ruſhing amongeſt the bulſbes, and pꝛeſently 

there appeared vnto them, a great Gpant of a maruellous huge 
ature, carrying in his hand a mightie mace of pꝛon knetted, to the 
which was made-falt two 02. thzee chapnes with great Jron balles in 
the ende thereof : this huge monſter ſo ter riſted the pocze ſwaynes, 
chat they made great haſte to runne away, and he with a roazing and 
bollow voyce moze liker a diuell ehen a man, called on Me rta to ſtap, 
ſaping that no defence were it euer lo ſtrong, could ſhzowbe ker from 
him: whereupon the valiant eriſcus (nothing diſmayed at the mats* 
ter) ſtept vneo this vglie fend, and hauing his fine Morglay readie 
dꝛawen, he quickely ſheathed in the Gyants bellte, who was vnar⸗ 
med, whercupon he gaue ſuch. a hozrible grone, as theugh heauen 
and earth had met together, and therewitball with his mightie Club 
began to lay about him, but Priſcus being light asd nimble did eaſily 
auoid his blowes, and againe lent him ſuch another wound with his 
cutting [wozde, that hee ſeuered life ſrom his vnweltie limmes. 
CUhbereupon he called againe the ſbepheardes, which were not karre 
off and (awe all which happened, whereofrhey were very glad, and 
tolde Priſcus home he had llaine the great Albanus, who continually 
many peeres Yetoze, together with a multitude of thieuiſh compani⸗ 
ons, and a ſonne which he had much like him ſelfe, oz rather moze 
90 ) 2 monſtraus, 
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of the blacke Knight. 


monſtrous, robbed and ſpopled all the inhabitants the reabout, any 
trauellers that paſſed that way: wherefoze they aduiſed him to get 
away with ſpeed, leaſt he ſhould be oucrtaken by the cruel Calfurmo 
Albanus ſonne, and his lemde and thicuiſh complices, ſo happlp he 
might be dzinen to ſkay when he wonld willingly be gene. Priſcus 
kmiling at their ſeruile feare, and apming at nothing but hononr,ars 
med him ſelfe with the reſolution of an inuineible mind, and ſo taking 


a fine Juozie bene that hang ed abeut Albanus necke, he bade he 1 


ſhepheardes adewe, and than ked them very often foz their kindncle, 
and then mounted againe vpon his hozſe, and rode awap very ſwiftly 
towardes the Fozref, to the end to finde cut Calfurmo and the reſt 
of his crewe, and the rather to meete with them, he wynded the hozne 
which be had taken from Albanus, thinking that they would quicklp 
repatre to the ſeund thereof, which was wont very often to be the cal 
of their leader, thus hallowing and ſhowt ing like a bunteſman,in the 
end he recouered the Foꝛreſt againe,where entring to a kapze greene 
chaſe, he might eſpre a great number of men, and amongelt the reit 
one great defozmed Gpant, which pꝛelently be perceiued to be the 
fonne of Albanus and his companie: all which were gathered to* 
gether in a flocke about one alone Rnigbt, who dealt amongſt them 
manp deadly blowes, and ſent their groning ſpirites to Reepe holy⸗ 
day to the damned and infcrnall ghoſtes, yet Cal furnio was ſo Nurs 
die, that he lent the Knight many a daungerous buffet, with a bigge 
ſtiffe clubbe which he had. P riſcus ſtoode along while wondering at 
the great courage of the range Knight, that {ſo mankully behaued 
him ſelfe amongeſt ſo great a company of barbarous and rude people, 
And then made hate to aſſiſt him, leſt v3on a ſudden he ſhould receiue 
any dammaxe amonaelt thoſe vnciuill monTers, And thus enflamed 
with a deſire tomake a quicke dilpatch of themall, he out wih his 
fwope and allighted from his bozſe, and then quickely made a wap 
thꝛou rh the thickeſt of them, till he came ſide by fide with the range 
Raight, where he lent ſuch a friendly alliſtance vnto him, that they 


were quickelp rid ol their enemies: foꝛ the moſt part they ſlewe, and 1 | 


the reſt ffed away. The ſtrange Rnight which thus was in eombate 
with Calfurnio and his company, was Moderatus, who (while he 


tooke his reſt in Albania, ſtaying his meſſengers returne from Flo 


VF. rence, 
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rence with anſwer from pzince Perduratus, concerning the triumph 
which he was to perfo2me there) hearing repoꝛt of Albanus and Cal- 
- Farntosgreatoutrage,and miſchiefes committed againſt the inhabi⸗ 
tants thereabouts, was come there ſecretly al alone to ſeek out choſe 
hel-hounds, which he dealt withall, when Priſcus came to alliſte him. 
Moderatus ſeeing na moꝛe to be done, and that he had vanquiſhed his 
enemies, he turned vato Priſcus, with an intent to giue him thankes 
koʒ his kind ſuccour offred vnto him, in time ol fs great need: but loo⸗ 
king vpon him, he pꝛeſently knew him by a deniſe which he had in his 
armour, whereupon he was ſtricken into a great ad mir ation of bis 
bounty, top oł his pꝛeſence, which bꝛought him almoſt beſides himſelf 
fo pure top: And pꝛeſently taking away his own helmet, bee diſcoue⸗ 
red himlelle to Priſcus, by this each of them knew another:weepe any 
imbꝛate they did, and what moꝛe ( Gentlemen) J leaue to pour imagi⸗ 
nations, that oblerue and keep ſacred,a faithfull aud vuſpotted league 
of true and perfect friead{htp:fo2 truly better may a man concetue in 
bis mind, chan let foo2th with his hen. the vnſpeakable kinde ſalutati- 
ons, friendly greetings, gentle embzacings,recyting of ſozrowfull ads 
uentures,in ech others ablence, and retopcing now at laſt in their lo 
happy meeting. All which was la perfect a map of pure and vnſpotted 
lopalty, that alſuredly it was no leſſe than admirable,co behold the mo 
tions of their rare and feruent diſpoſitions. And after they had thoꝛ om 
Iy reiopced, in ech others pꝛeſence, they began to reckon vp of either 
ſide the aduentures hapned vnto them ſince their parting. 

And fir, Moderatus ſhewed all the courſe of his pilgrimage, his 
comming to Acmulia, Priſcus fathers court, bow he had defended his 
ſiſter Modeſta from death and infamie, diſcouering withall his affes 
ction towards ber, his departure again from Lothus court, his trauel 
in the Foꝛreſt Eſina, Modeſtas letter ſent vnto him by Perio, bis re- 
turne towards Acmulia again, the repozt of the great triumph con» 
terning Modeſta,the which was alſo to be perfoꝛmed at Florence, 
in his owne fathers court, who was now reſfozed to his ancient honoz 
and liuing againe: Bergamos poeſſing of Modeſta, his pꝛoceeding 
forwards with her towards Florence, ta finiſh the enterpꝛile:and how 
bimſelf met with him, and entring the combat , bercaued him of his 
— thereby got the cuſtody and pꝛotection of his ſiſter Modeſta, 

é and 


. aſſiſt me in any honeſt action, I make no doubt to obtaine her lous, if 
it be not that Cornelins Dnke Deuaſcos (anne is Loꝛde ofher bart 
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nd how he was now to perfozme that begun enterpzile: and by Ring 
Lothus pꝛeclamation, ił he finiſhed the ſame, he was to haue bis faire 
ſiſter Modeſta fox his wife, who nowe together with the relt of his 

company,he had left at a village called Albania,thst was hard adioy⸗ 


ning to that Fozreſt. And when Moderatus had from point to point 


thus viſcoutled at large tt al matters vato his friend, Priſcus was 
moze topfull than befoze, firlt in that his iter was deliuered from the 
falſe and treacherons accuſations of Delamure,and- alſo becauſe hee 
was like to haue Moderatus fox his bzother in lam, that he loued as 
boue all men in the wozlve, and therefoze Priſcus returned him this 
ſalut ation. | | 
Happy be this day wherein ſach number of toyes doe concttrre to⸗ 
gether:foʒ beleeue me Moderatus,if the monarchy of the whol wozld 
had bene granted vnto me, J would not baue bene ſo glad, as of theſe. 
tydings pou do bzing me, with your ſelf, the which alone had bene ſul⸗ 
ficient to yeeld me moe contentment,than J am able to vtter, much 
fozrow haue J ſuſtained by reaſon of thy ablence , and mote was the 
ſozrow J conceaned, when diſſembling Florida vpon receit of thy let 
ter x knowledge ol thy departure, giuing mee a kriendly tountenance 
accepted of my leruite, and being thꝛoughly entred into acquatntance 
with her, ſhewed me the ſame letter ſent unto her in my behalfe, allu⸗ 
redly if al the furies together had conferred ta deuile the greateſt toꝛ⸗ 
ture that could be found, all that inflicted vpon mee at once, could not 
haue plagued me moze: But pet all did not grieve me fo much then, 
as it iopeth mp heart now that it was ſo, becauſe J am in good hope 
that it was a heauenly decree, to vnite our loues with moze ample 
ſcope of friendſhip. foꝛ beſides the likelphood you are in to web Mode- 
ſta, (as no doubt the Fates cannot beſo iniurious to pzeuent it) ds. 
greatly honoz and loue Veroſa pour ſiſter, who was the only comfoze. 


. 


J had, whileſt J remapued in Albigena. And now ſith pour father. 
and my honozable good Lozd Perduratus is ſo happily reſtozed to l ts 
living and honour againe, and that vou are here, which J know will 


already: ſome lyking was betwecue them, but how it pzooued alter. 


my departure I know not, 


T 4 Priſcus 
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Priſcus departure towards Florence, Anſwer from Perdura- 
tus to the h lacke Knight his meſſage. His arriuall to Florence. 
Likewiſe the arriuall of Conxmatt'ys and dinerſe others of 
Duke Day 4 sco8 Courtthere. Px1scys preſented A L- 
B ANysS head to the Gouetnour. The blacke Knightes firſt 
dayes triumph. Chap. 16, 


\ N 7 hen they had thus debated bet weene them clues, of all 
b 


ye accidents happened vnts them, after their part ing ithey 
determined that Priſcus ſhould carrie the head of great Al 
banus vnto Florence, and peſent it vato Perduratus, making hims 
ſelfe knowen vato him, and no dobut he ſhould be very welcome. And 
Moderatus wiſhed him not to make any ſhewe of acquaintance with 
bim bekoꝛe this triumph ſhould be finiſhed, at what time he meant to 
dilcauer him ſelfe, and not befoze : whereupon the day being karre 
ſpent, Priſcus returned to the place where he had left Alba nus dead, 
and there ſtriking off his head, be tooke his readieſt way to Florence. 
And Moderatus, making no ſemblance of any trauell, taken in ſubs 
duing thoſe bar barous people, came again to Albania, by what time 
his meſſenger was returned from Florence, with this anſwer from 
Perduratus, that the daughter of mightie Lothus King sk Acmulia, 
and her Champion was very welcome to his Court, giuing them 
great thankes, that they did honour him lo much, as to make choyce 
of x Pallace, koz the perfourming of ſo honourable an enters 
Ale. 
y When Moderatus had receiued this anlwere from the noble 
Perduratas, he pꝛeſently ſer foxward towardes Florence, where be⸗ 
ing come, he found lodging taken vp fo2 him by his meſſenger, very 
neere adtopning to the CLozdes pallace, where he allighted. And his 
intent being adceadie publiſhed, there was pꝛeparation made foz ſtan- 
din xs, to view? the lequell of this. Turaament, and all chinges elſe 
that were neceſſarie and belonged thereunto: company contiuuallp 
repaired thither from all places: and amongeft others, Cornelius, 
Deualoyes, and the reſt of their company from Deuaſcos Court, 
came thicher and were erceedinxly well intertained. And Priſcus a 


lictle while afcer them came thither alſo, and mae 
2 | wit 
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of the blacke Knight. 


with Albanus head, who gaue him moſt hartie welcome, and reiey⸗ 
ced much in his comming, marueiling not a little at his great boun⸗ 
tie, and valure, in perkoꝛming ſo notable an exploit, al ſeemed greatlie 
to admire at the hugeneſſe of the head, by that one part gelling at che 
pꝛopoꝛtion of the relk, which they iudged to bee verie monſkrous, and 
almoſt vnpoſſible to bee lubdued by any humane power. And when 
they had a while buſied their bꝛaines on this matter, moze Loꝛds and 
knights of great account repaired there: fo2 that the very next day 
this triumph of iulling and turnament did begin. When P hocbus had 
bathed his angrie ſieeds in the wide Ocean, and that Heſperus aps 
peared in the TUM, then time of reſt appꝛoched, and all ey from 
their dap labours,tiil that Titan ſtarting from vnder the cloudes dil⸗ 
couered Thetis eſcape with Neptune, thẽ euery body pꝛepared them⸗ 
ſelues to be diligent in his kunction c Perduratus ſent for the blacke 
Knight ( fo; ſo Mod eratus would haue himſelfe called) and his Ladie 
to come to the Lyſtes, who were very ready, and the Knight armed 
and mounted, gaue direction fo2 the conducting of Modeſta there, 
who being placed in a ſeat appointed foz her co behold q which ſhuld 
happen, her garde fanding in ozder about her ſeat, the black Knight 


called fo a ſpeare to his page, which being had, he managed his ale 


vp and downe the lyſtes, expecting a champion, that in rega 
miltrelle lauour, would maintaine her beauty againſt him, And not 
long after Perduratus and his Nobles placed themſelues right as 
gainſt Modeſta, of the other ſive of the 1pſtes,and Flaminea, and all 
the troupe of her Ladies, her daugbter Veroſa , with her couſen Bys 
ſancia, who far ſtayned all the reſt in beautie, came in and ſeuered 
themlelues into partes, Flaminea and the ancient matr ones of the 
one fide of Modeſtas ſeat, And Verola with the reſt of the young Las 
dies on her left ide, Here pon might behold loue and beautie, peace 
and warre, yea Mars and Venus triumphing in a ſympathy of decent 
and rare perfections, lo glozious was the light, [6 lingular was the 
modellie, ſo reſolute was the magnanimity, that here was to be found 

At this inſtant, that it might be doubted whether Venus with all her 


want ons, Diana with all her traine, and Mars with all his Marſpal⸗ 


lifts were ther pꝛeſent:but howloeuer, they being all thus ſeated,there 


came foozth the Dukes donne of panonie, ftigreene armour, 
a picture 
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eit rivers with the loming froth or their bopling domacks, aud both 
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picture pf Hope engrauen in {1s creſt, and vnderneath wzitten in 


letters of gold, Solumiolamen Spes, hee was mounted vpon a milk⸗ 
white hozſe, his ſaddle was green, x fozeplate of beaten golde, his cap⸗ 
pariſons coʒreſhondent ts the lame, very richly powdered with Ofts 
entallpearls and p2etious ones that were much wozch, and of great 
ellimation, two pages apparelled all in red, the one boze his ſyeat e on 
the one {ide of him, and on the other live, the other caried his Tar⸗ 
get. And befaze him did ride vpon a fine Jennet, a maruellous beaus 


tikull and fine child, apparelled all in white, and carrying in dis hands 


the picture of faire Helena, Queene of Corinth, and vnderneath the 
lame wzitten in faire capitall letters, this poſte, Negat quis meam 
Helenam eſſe pulcherrimam ? cum gladio hoc dubium reſoluam, 
Und-whe he had gone in this. ozder twlle about the court, Tei ſimano 
(fo2 ſu the young Loꝛd of P annonie was called) tooke the picture in 
his own handes, and hanged it vpon a piller that was ſet vp fo2 that 
purpoſe, right oppeſit againſt Mode ita, q halung ſo done, he dꝛew necy 
to the black Knight, who ſceing him comming did falute him thus, 
Noble Heroves, c wozthy knight, being vuknown vnto me, ſo J dare 
cal thee,ſoz mae thou canſt not be, thy countenance anddemanour 
doth warrit thee fo much, J had rather our ſaluta tion ſhuld be wozdg 
than blowes + iriendſhip than contention, but ſith J haue vadertaken 
to maintain Modelſta, the daughter of mightie Lothus king of Emu⸗ 


Ia, to be the fayꝛtſt of al faire, and to be the only flower of beauty this 


day liuing, whole pulence here befoze pou is an tie witneſſe, to war» 
rant my refolutionto be law full, J mult needs to maintain mine hos 
nez, which is my greateſt patrimonp, combat with al chat wil ſay the 
tontrary. Terſimano noting the bounty of the black e Knight, with 
bis goodly perſonage and gentle diſpoſition, returned him this ſhozte 
anſwer. Moꝛthy Knigbt, (i ch to perſwade you to leaue this intolleras 
ble errour you are in, is too great a charge laʒ me, J cannot chooſe 
but bee ſc2rie , and to witnelle the right to bee on mp five , beholde 
the picture of the ſccoud Hellena, but karre excelling in beunty the 
Queene of Greece, and the tauler of the T roians wack, vito whome 
vou wil not yeeld her dus, let vs no longer ſtap, but trie the auarrell 
by Armes: whereupon they parted one krom another, and then the 
Trimpets ſounded,the neighing hozles mad with anger, beſpꝛiakled 


of the blacke Knight: k 
theſe reſolute and valiant Champions coutching kbeir ſpeares in theit 
reſts, ſpurred their angrie Courſers to gallop as [wift as the winde. 
who meeting in the midſt of their courle, chiuered their mightie 
ſpeares, the ſplinters whereofflying inthe ayze, into many peeces no 


bigger tha the ſmalleſt chips notwithſtãding they made no moꝛe mg* 
tions in their ſcates,than if man,ſabdle, hozſe and all had bene one ſo⸗ 


lide and entire body. And to ſpeak the ſubNance of the whole in a wozu 


long and per illous was this combat, foz it laſted all the mo2ning , till 


it dꝛew towards high noone,at what time the black Knight doubled 
his blowes with great dexterity, his ſtreagth nothing abated, but ok 


the other ſive Lerſimano had his armour craſed and bꝛoken in di⸗ 
uers places, and ther efoꝛe receiued greater dammage than the black 
Kni ght, whoſe armour was ſo good, that no weapon rould pearce, 
and in the end lent Terſimano ſuch a blowe vpon his helme, that hee 
bꝛought him quite out of his remẽbꝛance, wherupon he faltned hold in 
the raines ot his bzidle,+ vnlaced his helmet, x plucked it off, and ſee⸗ 
ing the good knight to auoid a great deal of blood at his mouth, he lo⸗ 
rowed very much, fear ing leaf his lite ſhould bee in ſome danger, ond 
therſo2e called fo2 help vnto him, ſhoꝛtly recoue red him againe, wha 
ſectng himlell in his enemies hands, e ouercome in that honoꝛable als 
ſemblie.had much adoe to laue hinſelk krom ſounding againe: but pet 
like a wiſe man, ſeeing it was not boot to kicke againſt the ſharpe,he 


peelded vnto Foztune,# thanked the black Knighcfoy his gentlenes, = 


confellinghtmlelfto be ouerceme both by his bounty & valour,and ale 


ſo by his ſingular and rare curceſie: wherupon al the companie diſlols 


ued the black Knight and his Lady ta their lodging, their attendants 
following them. And the Loꝛd Perduratus,t al the reſt of the tompa⸗ 
ny as wel ſtrange and foꝛren pꝛinces and kuights there allembled, as 
allo his own Nobles # countrimen, went to his pallace inuited of him 
there to remain continually during the time of this Juſting and tur⸗ 
nament, where they were royally feaſted.Al this mozumg Cornelius, 
Deualoys & Priſcus kept copanp with Perduratus(to view this bzane 
covat)who had ſo effectually dealt with the(becauſe his deer friends) 


that he won the not to aduẽture thẽlelues againſt Modeſtas chapion, _ 
befo2e the time limitted ſhuld be neer expired, x therkoꝛe they had nam 


good oppoꝛtunitꝝ to glut their eies wich the gloꝛious hue of mol rare 


U 2 beauties, _ _ 
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beauties, which was the onlep obtect of their delightes: whertupon 
Cornelius glancing towards Veroſa( with whome hee had but little 
conference after his comming to Florence) hapned to cſpic faire By 
ſantia, who ſitting next to her couſen Veroſa, ſtayued both her, 

+ al the ref of the company in beautie, aſmuch as P hoebus in bzighte 

nes doth excell the leaſt ſtarre in the firmament.Herewith Cornelius 
hauing handled the pitch,was deliled therewith, fo2 he that is ſubiect 

to change wil ſoone finde a choice, whoſe amours are alwapes like the 
Camelion, that is of euery tollour, and ſo they, lubiect to the dart of 

of eucry beauty which they behold, 


Cornelius loue to Byſantia,and P riſcus affection to Veroſa, 
Co RNELivSand DsvALoYEsconference withByYs AN- 
11 A aud VEAOS A: the complaint of VI ROSA for Cor. 


NE L1vs inconſtancie, and diſſwading of her couſen B y s a N- 


114 from his loue: PR ISS conference with VE RNOSA, 
and opening of his fancie vnto her, the vniting of their Tones, 


agteeing in ſympathic of their defires, Chap. 17 


Dis fickle Changling thus mooued with the ſtar· bright beaus 
tie ok Byſantia, longed very much to aſlay if his traine woulde 

take fire, doubting leaſt his friendſhip with Veroſa would be a 

great let vnto him in this enterpꝛiſe. And therefoze to keep her 
occupied, he wiſhed his couſen Deualoyes to bee doing with her, who 
peelded vnto his requeſt c cõcluded to put this in pꝛactiſe of either ſ de 
wen oppoꝛtunity would give them leaue. Priſcus was not idle al this 
while, ko; he did alſo caſt in his mind howe to compalle the fauour of 
Veroſa, greatly doubting thereof, becauſe Cornelius was pꝛeſent, 
pet much animated, knowing his ſtap in Florence to be ſhozt, after 
whole departure, hee was in ſome better hope to recouer his deſire, 
Thele new entertained ſeruants of Venus, moze buſted themſelues 
with ſuch friuolous cogitations than in noting this bꝛaue and reſolute 
tombate between the blackeKnight and Terſimano, but being thus 
1 fintthed,P riſcus was very glad that his friend had ſo happylie perfo2- 
med this bayes wozke,although (fox feare to diſcouer his friend) hee 
* Kept his top lecret to himſelle. 
Repalt being taken, and dinner ended, Cornelius and Deualoyes 


(although 


of the blacke Knight. 


(although befoze this time they neuer ſeperated.company with Priſ- 
cus fince thetr coming to Florence fo; olde acquaintance ſake) ſingles 
themſelucs, and went about with their cunning flattertes to entrap- 

the ſilly and innocent Ladies, whom happily, acco2ving to their ex⸗ 


pectation they met within a place conuenient, to impart their mindes 
vnto. Cornelius taking Byſantia by the arme, and Deualoyes Ve- 
roſa, theꝝ ſpent great part of this afternoone thus together, walking 
in the pꝛiuy garden, where by chance they had ouertaken the two Las 
dies, taking the beneſite of the freſh aire, Veroſa leeing her louer 
Cornelius to court another, making no ſemblance of friendſhip oz 
dalliance with her, albeit at che firſt ſhe was pleaſant to Deualoyes, 
contented to take the aire of the fire to dziueaway infectious humoꝛs, 
although ſhe meant not to burae befoze ſhe would be reclaimed from 
that errour, (ſeeing Cornelius to be ſuch a changeling, and that 


the found her lelle w2onged by him, ſhe determined not ligh tly to be⸗ 


leeue any Ligurian Courtier fo2 his ſake againe. And now repenting 
to hane built vpon ſo ſlender a foundation, very wiſely and diſcreetly 


the ſozrowed not {s much, becauſe ſhe could not better holde a lliding 


ſhadow, oz to ſpeake moꝛe trulie, fickle and vnſtayed ſubſtance : 
and therefoze relolued not to wade kurther than ſhe knew howe to re» 
turne,no2 to truſt &efoze (he had good triall, in the end cloped with his 


flatterie, and not well pleaſed with Cornelius p2eſence , whole light 


and wauering diſpoſitien the now farre moze abbozred, than euer ſhee 
was in lone with his perſon, ſhee did ſhake vp Denaloyes with ſuch 
ſhoꝛt and quipping anlweres, that now he found hee had met with his 


match: and thereupon VWerola with a Flea in her eare, parted com- 


panie with them vpon a luddaine, whereby the interrupted the conten⸗ 
ted delight ol Cornelius and Byſantia, who did well agree together: 


foꝛ Byſantia was ignozant of any friendihip between her couſen Ve=: * 
roſa and Cornelius, and knowing him to bee deſcended of ſo noble a 
pꝛogenie, mealured his ſecrete and pꝛiuate intentions, by his outward! 

apparition, and being ſomething credulous, ſhe gaue him kriendiy en⸗ 


tertainment who being in the depth of their conference, were fozſt to 


parte with a ſhoꝛt vale: foꝛ Bylantia would not tay after her touſen 
there. But Veroſa in this choller made ſuch halte, that ſhe retouered 


her chamber, bekoze Byſantia was 7 the garden, who mender her 
| 3 pace 
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pare to onertake her couſen,yet came ſhoꝛt, bnt being at the entrance 
of her chamber, the could heare Veroſa warbling with her lute this 
enſuing kancie. 


W/E fancies foule doth fillie maydes entiſe, 
To like and loue the falſe and flattering wight, 
What, Viper would the ſelfe ſame thing diſpiſc, 
Which erſt he ſought with all his force and might: 
But fond I was,and fickle his deſire, 
Like bauens blaze, that ſoone was ſet on fire, 


Such fire it was that yyrought my deep annoy, 
Such foole I was, that credulous would prouc: 
' And truſt repole,in him that did but toy, 
And full of luſt would counterfeit ſome loue, 
Loe to my care with griefe of heart I find, 
His flattering words, which were but blaſts of wind. 


What Cockatrice,fo pleaſant once could ſmile, 502 
And couer fraud with ſuch a glorious baite: 
Who would haue thought ſuch beautie covered guile, 
But Fowlers ſtill their ſnares being laid, do wait, 
And counterfeit, the ſillie birds to trap, 


So did this wretch , the more is my ill hap, 


B Vſantia entered the chamber (befoze Veroſa ſcant had bꝛeathed 
ſome few ſighs after this ſozrowkul dittie)+ aſke? her couſen why 
ſhe ſtarted away vpon the ſndden, hauing vnderſtood ſomewhat by 
ber lang, which the ouerheard, ſhe charged her with iealouſie, adding 
further that if ſhe did beare any mind to Cornelius, her (elf would re⸗ 
pulle him in his ſute,# giue him no moze hope of obtaining ber good 
wil. Then quoth Veroſa, I pzay God pou be not moze tealous than A; 
am, when you ſhal lind Cornelius but a flatterer : foꝛ ſurely hee hath 
pzomiſed as much oꝛ moꝛe vnto me ( J am perſwaded) than ever hee 
wil perfozm with any: wherkoze take heed,fo2 you may wel know, the 
Voſe hath his pꝛick, the Lawa his bzack, che deadlielt Adder lurketh 
in 
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kapꝛeſt ſpeeches:truft not afoꝛe pou trie, foꝛ fcare thy repentance chuld 
come too late:and as foꝛ me J am indifferent, toz J had rather want 
than be cumbꝛed with ſuch a fickle friend , whoſe fancies be moe in 
number than his peares x his peares over many to be thus nulled in 
the ſus of wind-wauering inconltancy:wherefoze Byſantia, thon art 
old ynaugh to warm by the fire and not burne, to look vpon the Adder 
with her pide ſkin, and not to handle her ſling, to make a vilferẽct be⸗ 
tween a flattering par aſit, a faithful æ indiſſembling mia And ha⸗ 
ting a while debated vpon this matter, Veroſa perceiuing by this li⸗ 
— diſcourſe (that had in this behalfe paſſed betwegr Pylantia and her 
ſeſte) that he bad rather locke pon the Panther, than tome within 
bis bꝛeath, gaue her the ſcope ot aduiſing her ſelfe; and ſo leauing the 
chamber of Veroſa, they went fooꝛth to ſet what ſtur ring there was 
abꝛoad and at their firſt flight, they met with Priſcus walking alone 
in an outer gallery, not far from Verolas chamber, who came there of 
pur pole ta eſpie oppoꝛtunitie to difcotter his affections vnto her: who 
at their firſt meeting gaue him verie kriendly entertainment, and de⸗ 
firous to confer with him ſingly, beſtred her cauſen Byſantia to ſpare 
them a little time, who pꝛelentle left them together to determine of 
new lalues for their olde (o2ez:fo2 Veroſa knew well of the lone hee 


bad bone to Florida, and her diſdainfull vnkindnes vnto him. And fins 


ding her leite in like ſoꝛt agreeued with the wauering and fickle dil⸗ 
poſition of Cornelius, ſhe diſcloſed the whole enent of the matter vn⸗ 


to him, as being both aired of his ſidelitie, vnto whom the diſcouered 


betſelfe, and alſs knowing that Priſcus waulde iopne with her in com⸗ 


. being ia like ſoꝛt deluded by Florida, as ſhe had bene with the 
iſſimulation of Cornelius, burſt tooꝛth with great vehemency to ex⸗ 


— bis waue ring meonſtantie. pri ſeu giuing attentine ear 
hereunto, was the gladdeſt man in the wozlo to find Veroſo in this 
pꝛedice ment And where befo2e hee doubted but Cornelius his pꝛe⸗ 
lence,now be found that let remooued, and therkoꝛe was boide to open 
bis grieks vnto her, which he diſcourſed with her in this loꝛt⸗ 


My deare Veroſa, and only deare vnto me, becaule Veroſa, is it 


poſſible that the Aine ſhonld beare the: frut of a bꝛãble: the pear tree 
a crab: that,vertuang Deuaſco W vicious ehickens as; 
+ 


in the fineſt graſſe,# the greateſt deceir is alwayes cottered with the 


Cate 


The ſtrange Adventures 


Cornelius and Florida, nay rather I thinke they be changed e none 
of his bloud; oz els they were bozne vnder ſome malignant Planet, 
whole aſpectes pꝛedominate ouer their natiuities, were contrary to 
all humanity, nulling them vp in the bower ol inconſtacie. Wtherefoze 
(my ſweet Veroſa)let vs rather reiopce than bee ſozrie, to bee rid oł 
luch wauering Rytes, and fickle changelings, whole voyccs inchaunt 
like Syrens, and ſighe pꝛeiudice like the Baſiliſke, allur ing with their 
melodie, and inchaunting with their loꝛcerie, that ſooner may one ſur⸗ 
et of their cancred ſpites, than cuer haue any iuſt cauſe to triumph 
with true delights. And leaſt we ſhould ſo farre wave in their incon⸗ 
ſtancie, that we might be in danger of looſing ourſelues therein, and 
withal chould fo long parlie of the diſſimulations of flattering louers, 
till we chould ſauour of their hypocriſie, and fo tranſnature our ſelues 
with cuſtome, to execute a vile and bale office, let vs therefoze leaue 
them to their kancies, which is as hot as wild kyꝛe in ſhew, and as cold 
as Ice in operation. | 

P rifcus made here an vnperfect period, thꝛobbing out many ſighs, 
to eale his wearied and panting heart, and hauing perfectly taken 
breath;that he was able do ſpeake, he glaunced to Veroſa ſome parte 


bk his affection; alluring her that his loue was in no fleſhlp fantaſte, 


but a meere choyſe of chaſtitie, founded vpon the rocke of faith, and 
builded with conſtancie, onely led thereunto by the ſingular vertue, 
which ſo ſhined in al her actions (like the glowing woꝛm in the night) 
that it lighted him out of the bottomleſſe dungeon of darke delpaire: 
be hewen allo vnto her how the great and lopall amity, between bim 
and her bzother Moderatus, was a ſpurre which till pꝛickt him koꝛ⸗ 
wards, ts compaſle a meane to be tyed with perpetuall vnion to him 
and his fo2 euer. 

- Here Priſcus pauſed agaiue, and Veroſa noting his ſuddaine 
ſighes, his ſole mne pꝛoteſtations, and range paſſions, well knowing 
the man to be of a vertuous and rare dilpoiition, whome lhe alwapes 
alfected fox the lame, and her bꝛother Moderatus great kriende, and 
therefoze maſt the rather be fauoured ok her (making no doubt or his 
conſtancie, whoſe faith already had obtaiued credite- lufficient to diſ⸗ 
charge the ſame) alter ſome lewe pꝛoteſtations, to ground in him a 
good opinion towards her ( which was neevlefle,: being already ſo pe ⸗ 

2 remptozy 


of the backe Knight. 


temptoꝛp in that point, that he iudged Veroſa only beanrifult onelie 
wiſe, and only vertuous )ſhee made it not coy to confeſſe vnto him, 

that ſhe would requite his loue with the like, ſo karre as with modes 

fp and her parents conſent ſhe might, to whome ſhe was in dutie and 
obedience bound, 

Priſcus was ſo wel pleaſed with this anſwere, that hee would ſuf- 
fer her to pzoccedno further, but rautlhed with top of this happy mee- 
ting, diſcloſed how that in defence of his liſters beauty, her bzother 
Moderatus was the Champion to perfoꝛm that bonozable triumph: 
leauing vnrecited no act oꝛ circumſtance either, v! his friende (and her 
bꝛother) after their departure from Albigena, coniuring her not to 
diſcloſe any of theſe ſecretes til the ſubſtance of the whole being ripe, 
the meght behold the concluſion of a moſt etcellent and rare exigent: 
and (6 ſealing his bargaine with a ſecrete kifle on her ſweet lips, hee 
tooke his leaue fs2 that time, both of ber and Byſantia, and ſo reſted 
to expect further aduencures the next moznng, 


Perduratus, the Goucrno? of Florence his pꝛoclamation, that 
none ſhould enter the combat, but iuſt only: the blacke Rnightes 
famous victories and his deedes at atmes encreaſing to the end, 
PEN DYAA TY his remembranceof his ſoune Mod 
x AT vnn tcholdiag the hountie of the blacke Knight, The 
black Knights conference with his friend PAIS CVS and Mo- 
s r bis ſiſter, ho w to ducouer himſelfe to his father: Moo. 
W 14 ration to PER DUHY AAT Y, wherein ſhe diſcoueteth the 
loue betweene P A d, AoA, andallo giverh the” - 
Goucrnourof PLR IN en to vnderſtand, chat the black = 
was MoDsrA TY, his ſonne, the 105 thereof, and rhe cc 
bration of both mariages, Chap. 1 453 


Me noble Perduratus, fozſeeing (very wilely) by admitting all 
to the cambat of the ſwoꝛd. there might growe great inconuls | 
ence, wherein ſo many woꝛthy and valozous Knights ſhould ve 
bꝛougbt into ſuch an rxtreame perill , and but that 

ſome of them ſhould milcarry,vid ther ekoze make a ſoleume pꝛocla · "x94 
mation to be made, chat no man either fozriners 02 = 
pꝛeſume afterward to eater the combate with the wos, without bis 
lpecial licence, but ta wie their knightly PIR vii; * 


Ih he ſtrange Aduentures 


no ootherwile, after which commandement was publiſhed abzoad, all 
determined to obey the lame, and the blacke Knight being ready in 
the field, expecting a Competitoz,there repapzed diucrs, ug wel pꝛin⸗ 
tes of great renowne, as wozthy knights of peremptozy reſolutions, 
trying their marſhal {kil with that inumcibie champion, who daplie 
got the honour of the field, and ſo well behaued himſelke in that honou⸗ 
rable exerciſe that very few ſcaped vnhoꝛſt the firft encounter, ſo that 
alter two 02 thꝛee dapes were expired, he had verie little to doe, foz 
that the fewe remapning vnfopled by him were affraid to aducnture 
themle'nes, {calf they ſhauld be diſcredited thereby. In this meane 
time Cornelius and Deualoy es had good opportunity to court their 
Pilreites, which they did with great diligence, but notwirhllau⸗ 
ding all their dillembling fatteries could not pzenaile ; fo} that Ve⸗ 
roſa being once burned, ws uld nat handle the ire againe,and ſhe had 
ſchooled her couſen By ſantia fox bemg too credulous, lo that theſe 
fickle:changelings were delcryed, and their welcome was thereafter: 
who perceiuing their ſophiſtry would take no effect, they grew not 
only melancholy, but alſo( as it were)delper ate, and therfoze the time 


of the triumph being expired, only one day remapning to make a final 


concluſion of all, they pꝛepared them lelues to hazard their credits, be⸗ 
ing in ſuch fury , that they ſuppoſed no humaine power could with⸗ 
ſtand them, with this reſolution hauing pꝛepared Tawnp armours 
fo2 themſelues (the badge and token of de ſpiled louers) after part of 
the day was ſpent, they came both to the ftelde, and aduancing them⸗ 
ſelues to the place of L yſtes, the black Knight was ready to receiue 
them:and ſo Cornelius ranne firff, and b2oke his ſtaffe vpon Mode- 
ſtas Champion verie gallantlie, but neuer ſhakt him in his ſeat: And 
the black Knight knowing Co nelius (fo2 that he had ſome ſpeaches 
with him befoze the Trumpets (ounded) when they came to he ens 


counter turned away the end of his Caffe from him,whereat Corne- 


lius was very wzath thinking he had fo done in dildaine of him, & ket⸗ 
ching his courle the fecond time charged his ſtaffe vpon him with a 
double force, but the good black Knight llenderly regarded his furie, 
paſſed by him in like ſozt as befoze, not offering any maner of encouns 
ter vnto him, noz pet receiuing any dammage by the ſtrong encoun⸗ 


Ter of Cornelius, W Deualoyes ſtarted to his couſen, and 
pers 


- 


of the blacke Knight: 


perlwadtd him to leaue and that he might trie himſelf with the black 
Knight, who as it ſeemed fausured him, by reaſon ol lo me olde acs 
quatatance , a2 els was affraid to deale with him, and therefoze wold 


offer him that occaſton of kindneſſe, whereby to auopd furher triall of 


his ſtrength, with theſe perſwaſions Cornelius reſteſted ſatilũe d, and 
Deualoyes ptepared himſelfe to take his foꝛtune, to finiſh and cons 
clude this whole triumph: fo) the laſt haure therof was now at hand, 


and therewithall turning his hazſe about, ſpurred him to runne with 


great ſwiktneſle, and the black Knight perceiuing his purpoſe, gaue 
him the meeting, and the encounter was ſo rough, that Deualoyes 
mealured his length vpon the greund:whereat he was greatip ofken⸗ 
ded and would haue d2awne his [©02d, but that hee was commanded 


by the Judges to tay, bath foꝛ that the time appoynted was now {kite . |: 
ſhed, and alſo becauſe it was againft the kings commandement, and 
then ( patience perfozce)Deualoys was faine to (tap his hand, notwich⸗ 


ſtanding that he had ra: her haue loft his life outright, than be lo dil⸗ 
credited in ſuch an hanourable aſſemblie. 


The valour of the black Knight did put Perduratus in remems 


bzancevf his ſonne Moderarus (whom in marſhall actiuitie (as hee 
ſuꝑpoſed)he did much reſemble)and chat rack⸗maſter Remembzance 
torturing with great exttemitie his mind in thinking thereof, but ne⸗ 


uertheleſle( lie a wiſe man) dilſemblin z his criefe , leaſt there by his 


gueſts would not tinnk themſelues welcom, when they ſhould lee him 
melancholie, he cook al things patiently, and ſent a meſſenger to de⸗ 
fire the black Knight and his Lady Modeſta to ſupper. wherbp they 
might lee if his ſkill in carpet trade were equiuaſent with his mats 
ſhall dilcipline the blacke Knight accepted of his bisding, and pꝛo⸗ 
miſed to ſatiſtie his expectatian, who after the meſſengers departure 
was at great warres in his mind, how he might diſcouer himſelte ta 
bis Parents: in the end Priſcus being then pꝛeſent with him they des 


kolls wing certaine inflructions they gaue her, ſhaulde open all the 


matter vnto them, which the alſented vnto, and then being conducted 


by eriſcus to Perduratus p2eſence, after that ſhe had demaunded li⸗ 
cence to ſpeake, thee framed her ſpeach vnto him in this mares 
ner, g $4 4 

* 2 


— — —_— . 


termined that Modeſta ſhould be fir conducted ts the Pzince, who - 


Tor 
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WMaoeꝛthy and renowmed Uice-rop , the mirrour oftrue nobilitie, 
and the lanterne of perfect vertue to all Chziſtian 92inces, J haue bY 
the direction ol Ring Lothus my father, arrived here to pour court, 


* 
8 


. where J came vnder the conduct of a wozthy knigbt, who by mine 


owae conſent, and his great merite, hath wonne me to be his fo euer: 
from him, and in mine owne name allo do J ſalute yor, and pour La⸗ 
die Flaminea, wiſhing pou both long life, bealth, and happines, to fa⸗ 
ther theſe new erected buildings, and their poſſcſſozs , and to cternize 
pour owne wopthines in the Aunales of perpctuall honour : J byinx 
tydings (D victozious Pꝛiuce) which J knowe will be no leſſe wel- 
come vnto pour Dighnefle, chan they are p2ofttable and pleaſen to 
your lubiects,yea luch tydings as J doubt not the child vnbozne ſhall 
haue iuſt cauſe to retopce therein, but bekoꝛe J diſcouer ſo great a ſes 
trecie, I am to craue a gift of your royal Maieſtie, in granting wher⸗ 
cf you ſhall augment pour owne fame, encreale pour owne power, 
and inlarge the territozies of your dominions, where of the other ſive 
in denying mp requeſt, you ſhould not only do iniuſtice, but alſo reape 


© = dithonour in doing leſſe than hono2 and vettue cammandeth. 


T am to make this requeſt fc2 oue that nature bindeth ycu not to 
denie, and fco2 one that honoz and pollicie commaundeth you to peeld 


# _” vntohis deſire, whoſe good wil being obtayned,Pcrduratus may bzag 


of happineſle with the mightielk zince in Europe. 
Thea know ns2le Heroyes,that here I pꝛeſent pon and the Lady 
Elaminea, with noble and victozious Lothus his ſonne and heire , 
Modcratus his dear eſt friende liuing , F ſap, J pzcſent pour excel. 
lency with Priſcus mp bꝛotber, who hath vowed to bee a huſyand to 
Veroſa, 02 neuer to be any: who deſerueth Veroſa, fe that hee los 
ueth Veroſa ſo well, who is not hated of Veroſa, becauſe Veroſa 
knoweth already la much, and willingly accepted thereof. Now peu 
know him, J leaue fo2 you to iudge whether hee deſerueth Veroſa. 
And pet famous Pꝛince, J bzing better newes, foz that J pꝛeſent 
P riſcus vnta pou from the thʒiſe wozthp Knight, whoſe valiant deeds 
at armes,hath made his name famous in the wozlbe, in vanquiſhing 
pꝛoud and arrogant Delamure, (whole very name was a terrour to 
pil Aemulia) who failly accuſed mee of foznication, being innocent 
therein in deſtroping the monſtrous Gyaut Bergamo, that got ſuch 


= 


L 


of the blacke Knight. 
bonoꝛ in mp fathers court inperfozming the f:rff part of this trim 
which now is happily atchicued by him, in vtterly rooting out 
miſchieuous crue of deu lliſh Albanus : priſcus my bꝛother and h 
frtend by good foꝛtune conducted tothe 25 are where thole batba1 
people charged him with a number of vicutteous biowes: yea from 
him J come to make this requeſt, that deſireth rather to gaine vere 
tuous honour ſecretely, than to make any ambitious oſtentation ther⸗ 
of publiquelte.And therfo2e,leaft I ſhould holde pou longer from pour 
deſerued top, and deſired expectation than ſfood with realon , knowe 
(victozious Pꝛince) that A come from mp Champion, my heartes 
top, and pour right renowmed ſonne Moderatus, from him J come 
who in my Fathers p2eſence (as pou all will witnelle) hath gained 
ta himſelfe perpetuall honour : All theſe thinxes conſidered, J ex⸗ 
pect. Verolas acceptances, and your royall conſents , and then all is 
perfected to make happy two kingdoms, 
J ſeaue go your iudgmentes (Gentlemen) whether Perduratus 
aud Flaminẽ a had not{uſt cauſe to reioyce in theſe ſu gratefull and 


pꝛoſperous newes, not dnely in finving their loſt ſonne agame, but al⸗ J 


ſo in ſo honourable and wozthy a match, both to Moderatus and 
Veroſa: ſo that all theſe iopes concurring together in one, irre 
in them ſuch ouer-ardent delight, that the vehemencie thereof bereas 
ted them from the vle of their ſpeach foz a long time: In the end, 
the tydiuges being verie welcome vnto them, all the whole courte 
there aſſembled, reioycing likwile at theſe pꝛoſperous newes. Per- 
duratus firſt commannded his ſonne to bee ſent fo}, being come, 
fell vpon his knees to his father , crauing pardon fo2 his ſuddaine 
departure, his ſo long ablence, and the concealing of himſelfe ſo long 
from his Fathers court, whs (carrying with him ſufficient-reaſons, + 
to excuſe himlelfe , though no moze than bis owne p2eſence, which  - 
ve rie often (with bitter tearcs of his Parentes) was deſired) was 


kindlp D louingly entertained of his noble Parer 


who neu tlie latilfied in beholding of him, wary 
rr AAP ance nf ſalt teares , fo2 top thereof, And t 
end recouer aur os, eir lpeach againe, they returned vnto Mpdeſta 
many kinde 


þ s, with verie friendlie and gracious atcepſance ck : 
kranke & tle offer, Wiyerenpon ower was taken, to make 
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thercof, 1 
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age in a readineſſe. foꝛ the ſolemniʒinz of the Nuptials, aſwell 
Mxſeratus and Modeſt a, as of Priſcus an Verota, to the greate 


. all e am tothe pꝛolperous aud happie ltace 
Sch en which happened, albe⸗ 


Cornelius and Denafoyes 


it at firſt they could not bee perlwaded, but that they were in a 


dꝛeame, pet calling themſelues to better remembzance , they were 
ſo diſquieted in miave to beholde this ſudden accident, that all the en⸗ 
treatie that Perduratus could make, was ſcant ab'e to perſwade 
them toTap che conſummation ofthe martages: which being ſini⸗ 
ſed, they pꝛeſentlie departed towards Albigena, leaung the Flo- 
reatinestotriumph in the multitude of their new iopes. 


2 Fe. 9 ad, Wi 
FINIS. R. P. Cat, F 


CAT 


- Jap intedat London by Richard Thones, at the ſigne 
olche Roſe and Crowne, ncer to 8. Andrewes 
Church in Holburne. 
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